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D I SSERTATION 

O N T H E 

Artificial  medicated  Water  Baths,  partial  Pumps, 
vapourous  and  dry  Baths,  internal  and  external 
moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  oleous,  faponaceous, 
fpirituous  and  dry  Frictions  ; together  with  a 
defcription  of  the  Apparatus,  Ercdted  in  Panton- 
Square,  Hay-Market, 

AT  T H I 


Solicitation  of  many  of  the  Faculty,  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  for  the  Purpofe  of  preparing  and  applying  them» 

With  an  Account  of  their  Nature  and  Efficacy  in  the  Cure  of 
moft  Diforders  incident  to  the  human  Body,  fupported  by 
the  Opinions  of  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians,  both  Ancient 
and  Modern ; 

to  which  are  added, 

Many  well  authenticated  CASES  of  CURES 
performed  on  Perfons  of  Credit  and  Reputation. 


The  second  EDITION. 


By  R.  DOMINICETI,  M.  D. 

Noble  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of  the  moft  Auguft 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  of  the  moft  Serene  Republic  of~ 
Venice,  on  Terra  Firma. 


Jllud  remedium  magnum  apellabitur^  quod  ad  morh  'i  curationem 
efficacius  conducit  quamvis  fine  viokniiaoperaiur : Tozzi^ 
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Jn  this  Diflertation  I have  exprefTcd  myfelf  (as 
in  my  firft  edition)  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the 
molt  efleemed  men  of  the  profeffion,  in  order  that 
my  readers  might  not  be  mifled  by  the  artful  in- 
finiiations  of  defigntng  ignorant  perfons,  to  follow 
a method  of  preferving  health,  and  curing  difeafes 
fo  juftly  efteemed,  and  fuccefsfully  pradlifed  by 
molt  of  the  ancients,  and  recommended  by  many 
of  the  modern  phyficians.  The  great  imperfec- 
tion in  which  the  mode  of  preparing  and  applying 
operations  fomewhat  fimilar  to  thofe  hereafter  de- 
fcribed,  was  in,  before  my  Father  took  them  in 
hand,  theimprovement,  andinnumerableadditions 
he  has  made  of  his  invention  may  be  known  by  re- 
feri'ho;  the  reader  to  his  Medicinal  Anecdotes* *, 
and  how  much  farther  I have  extended  their 
utility  maybe  learned  by  the  prefent edition. 

The  cafes  and  cures  in  the  feventh  chapter, 
are  inferred  by  the  defire  of  the  patients  I have 
cured,  whofe  kind,  and  humane  requefl  I thank- 
fully accepted,  as  I am  fenfible,  that  few  are  in-*' 
telligent  of  phyfic,  or  phyfical  reafoning,*  yet 

j 

* Vid.  Medical  Anecdotes  of  the  laft  thirty  years,  illuf- 
trated  with  Medical  Truths,  and  addrefs’d  to  the  Faculty 
in  general  by  B.  Dominicefci,  M.  D.  printed  for  L.  Davis, 
in  Holborn;  C.  Dilly,  in  the  Poultry  ; W.  NIcoll,  in 
St, Paul’s  Church-yard  j and  J,  Walter,  at  Charing  Crofs, 

every 


\ 


[ ii  1 

every  one  has  difernment  enough  to  be  convinced, 
by  evident  and  uncontrovertable  fad:s,  fuch  as  are 
the  cures  alluded  to.*  The  afflidted  may  depend 
that  neither  their  name,  or  their  complaint,  will 
ever  be  noticed  or  publiflied,  without  their  par- 
ticular approbation,  and  confent.  In  this  publi- 
cation I hope  the  reader  will  overlook  the  errors 
in  point  of  ftile,  as  I confefs  myfelf  inadequate  to 
appear  in  public  as  an  author,  but  as  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  book  I flatter  myfelf  no  perfon  will  be  mif- 
led  by  giving  credit  to  what  I have  advanced. 
The  generous  encouragement  I have  received 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  have  re- 
commended many  of  their  patients  to  my  care, 
and  the  natural  propenlity,  the  public  in  gene- 
ral difeover  for  the  fupport  of  every  thing  ufeful 
and  beneficial  will  ever  engage  my  utmoft  atten- 
tion in  the  cxcrcife  and  im  provment  of  thofe  ac- 
quifitions  I have  made  from  others  and  my  own 
obfervations,  as  the  furefl  means  of  becoming  an 
object  of  their  favour  and  protedlion. 

* By  fuch  references^  the  idea,  many  have,  that  my  opera- 
tions are  weakening  and  relaxing,  will  appear  intircly 
croundlefs,  or  elfe  how  could  it  be  otherwife,  when  perfons 
emaciated,  dvefted  of  if  rength,  and  appetite,  and  almoft  half 
dead,  are  reftored  to  health  and  vigour.  At  pages  14,  15,  of 
the  fccond  chapter,  the  reader  will  be  more  fully  con- 
vinced, that  with  my  Medicinal  Baths,  &c.  I can  cither 
/Ircngthen,  or  relax^  inolify.^  contra£i,  deterge^  htaly  condence, 
or  attenuate  juft  as  neceflity  require. 


TO 


T O 

BARTHOLOMEW  DOMINICETI,  M.  D- 

NOBLE  OF  THE  HOLY  ROMAN  EMPIRE, 
OF  THE  MOST  AUGUST  HOUSE  OF 
AUSTRIA,  AND  OF  THE  MOST  SE- 
RENE REPUBLIC  OF  VENICE, 

ON  TERRA  FIRMA. 

Hon.  Sir, 

pleafed  to  accept  this  feeble,  but  fincerc 
and  public  acknowledgement  of  your  paternal 
care,  for  the  many  favours  you  have  conferred 
on  me.  The  knowledge  I have  acquired  in  the 
profeffion  in  which  I am  engaged,  is  entirely  due 
to  your  inftruftions,  therefore  no  one  is  fo  juftlf 
entitled  to  this  Dedication  as  yourfelf.  The  fur- 
prifing  cures  you  have  performed  on  moft  difeafes, 
and  the  rationality  of  your  procefs,  has,  and  ever 
will,  excite  in  me,  a defire  of  paying  a clofe  at- 
tention to  a practice,  which,  at  an  immenfe  ex- 
pence, you  have  fo  fuccersfully  eftablifhed.  The 
only  means  I have  of  acquitting  my  obligations 
are,  in  endeavouring,  by  every  return  of  gratitude 
in  my  power,  to  prove  myfelf  worthy  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  affediion,  and  with  due  refpe6fc 
remain. 

Your  dutiful. 

And  affedtionate  Son, 

R.  DOMINICETI. 
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DISSERTATION 

O N T H E, 

Arbitrarily  heated  and  ‘medicated  Water  Baths, 
partial  Pumps,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  internal, 
and  external  moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  ^c. 


An  nltldas  prlmum  leSior  mtrahere  Thermos  ? 
Vd  quas  diUclas  ex  his  darct  inclyta  Roma  P 
Alirare  hie  pntius  Myliaria  Lymphas, 
Frlgentes^  calldas^  tepidafque  referre  perennes  P 


.CHAP.  I. 

Amongst  the  moIt  powerful,  ufcfur,  and 
fafer  Remedies  for  the  prefervation  and  reco- 
very of  Health,  as  well  as  for  I.uxury,  the  Ancients 
preferred  the  Artificial  Baths  to  any  other.  Witnefs 
the  famous  baths  of  Agrippa, Nero, Titus,  Domitian, 
Antony,  Confiantine,  Cfr,  whofe  pafi:  elegance 
and  ufefulnefs,  will  be  an  everlafting  monument  of 
"their  enlarged  ideas,  and  found  judgment.  Here  I 
fhall  add  alfp  the  authority  of  Pliny*,  who  tells  us, 
that  for  fix  hundred  years,  not  any  other  medicinal 
aid  was  known  in  Rome,  than  the  Artificial  Bath?* 
In  thofe  times,  people  were  kept  firongand  healthy; 
the  Gout,  Scurvy,  Leprofy,  Ringworms,  Itch,  and  other 
foul  eruptions  (fo  common  amongfi;  us)  were  very 


* Lib.  29,  cap.  i. 


B 


fcldom 


. ( 2 ) 

feldom  feen,  owing  to  their  frequent  ufe  of  Artifi- 
cial Medicin/'’  Baths.  Bkccm  obferves*,  that 
whenever  they  were  attacked  with  any  complaint, 
their  only  fpecific  was  the  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths; 
with  them  the  fuperfluous  and  morbific  humours 
were  driven  from  the  center  to  the  circumference, 
and  in  that  manner  the  very  feat  of  difeafes  was  eli- 
minated out  of  their  bodies.  But,  alas!  craft, 
..Covetuoufnefs,  indolence,  and  the  defire  of  novelty, 
has  deftroyed  both  the  Roman  Empire,  and  Roman 
Baths ; to  the  latter  have  been  fuhjlituted  other  means, 
more  ufcful  to  commerce  than  to  health. 

Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  perufe  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  Celfus,  Rhafis,  Oribacius,  Mtius,  Paiilus  M^ineta, 
Profper  Alpinus,  and  many  other  celebrated  phyficians 
and  philofophers,  of  more  modern  date,  will  find  that 
thofe  learned  men  did  make  the  chief  part  of  their 
pradlice  in  curing  difeafes  with  Artificial  Medicinal 
Baths,  and  recommended  them  as  fare  and  excellent  re^ 
?nediesy  and  commonly  the  heji  of  all  whatever,  for  pre- 
ferving  health,  and  curing  difeafes.  The  Authors  here 
cited,  fays  Sutherland,  ARE  TESTIMONIES, 
WTHICH  WILL  BE  HELD  IN  REVERENCE, 
WHEN  OUR  VERY  NAMES  COME  TO  BE 
FORGOTTEN. 

’Tis  wonderful,  the  teflimonies  of  thefe  great 
men,  have  never  induced  any  of  the  faculty  to  con- 
trive and  credl  in  this,  or  any  other  kingdom,  an  ap- 
paratus for  preparing  and  applying  to  the  human  bo- 
dy, for  the  cure  of  various  complaints,  the  artificially 
heated  and  medicated  water,  vapourous,  and  dry 
Baths,  &c. — In  fhort,  they  appear  fo  ignorant, 
and  carelefs  of  this  very  ufeful  addition  to 

* Lib.  7,  c.  13,  p.  380,  and  c.  lo,  22,  28,  20,  30,  and 
31,  of  the  laid  book. 

phyfic. 


( 3 ) 

phyfic,  as  if  the  Ancients  had  never  left  beyond  them 
any  account  of  the  wonderful  effedls  of  thefe  falutary 
operations. 

This  important  innovation  was  referved  for  my 
Father,  who,  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  patience 
and  fortitude,  has,  ever  fince  the  year  1753,  baffled 
thofe  difficulties  which  arofe  from  introducing  a 
practice  that  was  (it  feems)  neither  known  or  under- 
Hood,  and  confequently  met  with  the  greateft  oppo- 
fition  from  thofe  of  the  profeffion,  who  not  convinced 
of  their  efficacy,  attribute  the  many  cures  (wonderful 
to  them  1 my  Father'^,  and  Myfelf\  have  performed  on 
difeafes  deemed  incurable,  as  a matter  of  accident, 
wh^n  it  was  the  refult  of  a found  and  rational  praElice, 
i^oWever,  after  a mature  rcflc6tion  on  their  ration- 
ality and  utility  (enforced  on  them  by  the  many  obfti- 
nate  and  dangerous  complaints  that  have  been  cured 
by  the  judicious  application  of  the  j^rtificial  Medi- 
cinal Baths)  they,  at  prefent,  begin  to  approve 
and  countenance  the  practice. 

Before  I proceed  to  explain  what  difeafes  my 
Artificial  Baths  are  adapted  to  cure  or  relieve,  I 
{hall  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  conftrudtion  and 
extent  of  my  apparatus,  as  well  as  of  the  different 
accommodations  for  thofe  patients,  whofe  diforders, 
or  complaints,  may  unavoidably  claim  a refidence  in 
my  houfej,  which  is  centrirally  fituated  in  Panton- 
Square,  near  the  Hay-market. 

The  whole  of  my  apparatus  confifts  of  five  Me- 
dicinal Water  Baths,  fix  Vapour  Baths,  two 

Dry 

* Vide  the  cafes  and  cures  inferred  in  his  Medical 
Anecdotes.  ' 

f Vide  the  cafes  and  cures  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet, 

X'  Although  it  is  an  additional  trouble  to  have  fick  perfons 
lodge  in  mv  houfe,  yet  the  hcart-feltfatisfadlion  of  reftoring 

health 


( 4 ) 


Dry  Baths,  in  feparate  rooms,  and  entirely  uncon- 
neAed  with  each  other  j fix  Sweating  Bed-cham- 
bers, two  Waiting-Rooms,  and  a very  large  Drying- 
Room;  two  Chymical  Elaboratories,  in  which  are 
prepared  Medicinal  Waters  and  Vapours.  All  thefe 
machineries  are  conftruflcd  upon  the  firll  and  fecond 
floor  of  my  new  buildings  : other  baths  are  now'eredt- 
ting  for  the  middling  clafs  of  people  [equally  bene- 
ficial as  thofe  I ufe  for  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 
Under  ground  there  are  many  furnaces,  aque- 
dutffs,  ciflerns,  and  refervoirs,  of  very  large 
fizes,  for  the  different  folutions  and  combina- 


health  to  the  afflicq-ett,  Isa  fufflcient  rerompcnce  for  the  incon- 
venience attending  it.  Indeed,  in  many  complaints,  a cure 
'cannot  be  effedled,  even  with  the  greateft  care,  without  being 
in  the  houfe ; befides  the  danger  of  catching  cold,  there  are 
many  other  motives  that  fhould  induce  them  to  become  in- 
door patients  ; in  certain  difeafes  and  conftitutions,  though 
the  patient  will  find  himfelf  relieved,  much  refrefhed,  and  in 
better  fpirits,  immediately  after  the  operation,  yet  he  fhoold 
flay  in  the  houfe  to  take  reft  and  nourifhment;  while  fome, 
who  labour  under  the  fame  difeafe,  but  of  a different  confti- 
tution,  may  go  into  the  frefti  air  immediately  after  bathing, 
without  the  danger  of  catching  cold  ; others,  who  at  firft  will 
find  themfelves  fatigued,  or  tired,  owing  to  their  con- 
ftitutions being  greatly  lowered,  either  by  their  taking 
too  much  phyfic,  previous  to  their  putting  themfelves  un- 
der my  care,  or  by  the  nature  of  their  complaints ; there- 
fore in  thefe  cafes,  they  fhould  be  treated  with  the  iitmoft 
caution,  it  being  often  necefiary  for  them  to  retire  into 
their  apartments  directly  after  the  operations,  without  ex- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  external  air,  to  reft  on  the  bed, 
and  take  fuch  nourifhment  as  is  requifite  to  recruit  their 
ftrength;  by  which  means  they  will  be  capable  of  going 
through  the  operations  with  pleafure  and  profit,  and  enable 
me,  by  often  converfing  with  them,  to  form  a better  judge- 
ment of  the  nature  of  their  complaints,  and  conftitutions. 

tions 
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t!ons  of  artificial  mineral  water : in  the  regular  didri- 
bunon  of  v\  hich,  as  well  as  toi  the  various  modification 
of  the  degrees  ot  heat,  are  employed  above  2500  fert  of 
copper-pipes,  and  as  many  leaden  ones  ; and  above  150 
brals  cocks,  many  of  thein  of  a very  large  diameter. 
I have  alfo  at  my  dilpolal,  three  dilTcrcnt  forts  ot  water, 
viz.  Rain,  New  River,  and  Spring  Water  ; the  choice 
ot  which  IS  ot  the  utmt^ft  i;jiportance,  for  inrufions, 
folution'',  &c.  of  various  iubltances,  necefiary  tor 
the  cure  ot  many  complaints.  Annexed  to  this  curious 
and  extenlivc  building,  arc  two  fine  Cold  Biths*',  one 
frnall,  and  of  a new  conlfrudtion,  which  is  ufed  in  a 
manner  totally  different,  and  by  far  morefalutary  than 
the  common,  which  may  alfo  be  made  warm  or  cold, 
by  degrees,  or  fuddenly,  as  neceffity  rct|ujres  ; the 
other,  a large  capital  Cold  Bath,  the  molt  beautiful 
that  ever  was  ereded  in  England  ; furrounded  with 
a gallery,  and  rooms  for  the  bathers  to  undrels  and 
dreis  themfclves  in.  The  conftrucfion  of  this  Cold- 
Bath  is  entirely  new  and  enticing  to  every  beholder : 
Its  extent  is  22  feet,  width  10,  and  fiom  fix  feet 
fix,  to  four  feet  fix  deep,  embelliflaed  with  a grotto, 
from  whence  ipring  water  is  conftanclv  running,  which 
holding  altogether  the  clol’elt  connedfion,  and  ma- 
terially depending  one  upon  the  other,  compofe  and 
form  a curious  body  of  niechanifm. 

iTe  Baths,  &G.  appropriated  for  the  life  of  the 
Ladies,  are  diftindt  and  apart  from  thofe  of  the 
Gentlemen,  approached  by  different  avenues,  and 
kept  in  a very  clean  and  elegant  manner : The 

hoiifc  is  well  adapted  for  the  reception  of  people 
of  the  firfl:  fafhion,  as  well  as  thofe  In  the  mid- 
dling clafs  of  life;  the  parlours  for  the  ufe  of  out- 
door Patients  are  warm,  genteel  and  comfortable. — 

* Which  form  the  Calldarlumy  Tepidarinw,  and  Prigi- 
darium  of  the  ancient  F.omans. 

The 
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The  great  utility  of  this  laudable  invention,  hath 
fpoken  its  importance  to  the  community  by  its  good 
ededts.  Bv  inveftio'atinor  the  mode  of  treatment  it 

O O ^ 

will  be  underftood,  that  the  medicated  procefs  is 
founded  upon  fuch  falutarv  principles,  that  not  a 
lingle  individual  can  in  thefmalleft  fenfe  be  injured  ; 
whilld,  according  to  the  moft  rational  and  well  di- 
gefted  conclufion,  it  bids  fair  for  curing,  or  at  leaf! 
relieving  moft  or  the  diforders  incident  to  the 
'human  conftitution.  The  dep-rees  of  heat  and  cold 
are  alfo  regulated  by  the  therimomocers ; and  the 
machinery,  leaders,  and  pipes  are  io  conftrudfed 
that  the  Patient,  when  in  the  adtual  operation,  can 
add  or  diminifti  it  himfelf,  according  as  fancy  or 
ncceflity  directs.  In  fliort,  from  the  of  the 

whole  plan,  and  every  meafure  pradtifed,  it  ap- 
pears to  be,  what  in  reality  it  is,  the  refult  of  clofe 
application,  intenfe  ftudy,  and  immenfe  expence. 
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practice  of  Phylic,  lays  Celfu^!,  ought  to 
A gvoimded  on  rcaion  : evident  caiifes  only 
Ilrould  be  admitted  ; and  all  that  are  oblciire  hrould 
be  utterly  rejedted  from  the  confideration  of  a Phyli- 
cian,  and  from  the  art  itfelr.”  This  pradtice  of  pre- 
jiaring  for  and  applying  to  the  human  body,  the  ar- 
bitrarily beared  and  medicated  water,  vapourous  and 
dry  Baths,  partial  Pumping  and  fridtions,  for  the 
cure  or  relief  ol  moft  infirmities,  is  not  only  efta- 
bliih.ed  on  reafon,  and  fupported  by  the  authorities 
ot  the  moft  celebrated  Phyficicms  and  i^hilcfophers , 
but  experience,  that  great  of  fpeculation, 

has  alfo  evinced  their  faliitary  effedls  in  different 
kinds  ot  complaints.-r  I'lie  danger  and  torture  which 
often  attend  thole  who  undergo  the  courfe  of 
common  practice,  for  the  cure  or  fcvcral  inci- 
dental dileafes,  have  already  been  pointed  out,  and 
nre  the  very  circumjlances  whicli  fuggelted  the 
hrft  idea  of  the  ejficacy  and  fcifety  of  t’nis  plan. 
None  of  the  Faculty  ought  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
great  eftimation  in  which  the  moft  celebrated  fathers 
of  phyfic  have  held  the  medicated  Water,  va- 
pourous and  dry  Baths,  &c.  owing  to  the  great  fuc- 
cefs  they  experienced  thereby,  in  the  cure  of  va- 
rious diforders,  though  adminiltered  to  their  pa- 
tients in  an  aukward  un[!hyfical  manner.  But,  ap- 
prized of  the  great  neceffity  of  oppohng  the  crowds 
of  mercenary  prctendeis,  with  which  this  metropolis 
fwarms,  and  to  refute  the  prejudice  of  lome  of  the 
regulars,  qiii  damnant  quod  ignorant  ; 1 am  led  to 
add  the  following  oblervntions  in  lupport  of  my 
practice.  Santlorius  found  by  experience,  thai 


* Vide  Cafes  and  Cures  at  the  end  of  this  Book. 
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(xc^etions,  made  in  a given  time,  have  com- 
monly this  proportion  I “that  is,  if  the  excretion 
by  ftool  be  as  four^  that  of  urine  is  as  fixteen  ; and 
that  through  the  pores  of  the  Jkin  is  as  forty,  or 
more:'"  upon  which  experiment,  Pitc'airn  and  others 
draw  this  conclufion  ; “ ih  t if  you  have  zny  fever  un- 
derhand the  fame  holds  good  in  any  dijiemper  ari^ 

■ 'fing  within  the  animal,  it  is  ten  times  more  probable  to 
cure  it  bv  fweat  than  by  Jlcol."  And  Van-Swieten, 
in  his  Commentary  on  Bonhaave's  /dphorifms,  ob- 
ferves,  “ that  they  who  attempt  to  cure  drop- 
fies,  arifjng  from  weaknefs,  by  ck-anfing  the  body 
with  purges,  wonder  to  fee  it  grovV  as  tumid  in  a few 
days  as  before  ; without  once  confidcring  that  all 
the  humours  flow  into  the  flaccid  vefTels,  and  that 
fc-^rcc  any  of  the  licjuids  taken  down  are  carried 
ofi'by  fweat  or  perip  ration. 

It  is  well  known  that  on  the  external  ruperheies 
of  the  body,  there  arc  vefTcls  or  palfages  called  vafa 
aiforbentia,  through  which  a variety  of  different 
forts  of  particles  can  pafs  into  the  blood.  This 
is  eafily  perceived,  and  mull  be  allowed,  from  fc- 
V.  ral  external  applications  daily  adminillered  for 
curing  this,  that,  or  other  diforders,  and  which 
make  various  alterations  in  our  conllitutions,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  ouahty,  quantity,  and  fpe~ 
cif.c  gravity  of  the  matter  lo  introduced.  I'hc 
cures,  therefore,  which  T perform  of  various  di- 
feafes  are  effcdled  by  medicinal  lubflanccs  (found 
by  experience  falutary)  with  which  I impregnate 
'the  Waters,  Vapourous  and  Dry  llatlis,  h'umiga- 
tions,  and  the  Liniments  for  Fi  iclions,  according 
as  the  Patient's  conllitution,  his  difeafe,  and  other 
circumftances  mav  require. 

Upon  trial,  the  reader  will  be  fatisfied  that  he 
has  not  ill  bellowed  his  attention  to  this  pradlice  ; 

and 
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and  if  the  limits  allot^'cd  in  a pamphlet  would  ad* 
mit  amorcminute  difcuffion  of  this  important  fubjedt, 

I flatter  my  felt  I fliould  meet  with  the  gratitude 
of  the  community  at  large,  and  the  approbation 
of  thole  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  have  not 
yet  been  well  apprized  of  the  eflicacy  of  .my  pro- 
cels,  and  of  the  conveniency  of  luv  apparatus. 

Many  perions  are  led  to  judge  of  things  by  fen- 
fation  alone,  and  not  by  probable  conjediures ; but 
as  the  fame  fenfe  of  teeling  cannot  be  lei's  acute  in  them 
than  in  others,  I flatter  m\felf  they  will  readily 
fubferibe  to  the  following  obfervations  : 

That  the  common  method  of  curinp"  feveral 
diforders,  becomes  abfolutely  a torture  to  the  pa- 
tient, (which  might  be  leflencd  to  a great  degree, 
by  the  application  of  my  operations  •,)  for  befidcs 
the  ufe  of  fire,  cauflics,  kni'>  es,  fcavifications,  blifters, 
cupping  glafles,  and  copious  bleedings,  there  are 
often  adminiftered  great  dofes  of  mcrcurv,  opium, 
"and  antimony,  naufeous  draughts,  troublefome  and 
dangerous  emetics,  with  an  incredible  number  o'f 
purges,  which  have  caufed  that  cacochuna  we  ob- 
ferve  in  enervated  conflitutions.  Galen  lays,  that 
they  are  poflt-fled  ot  deleterious  qualities,  and  that 
whil£  they  difeharge  the  noxious  particles,  at  the 
fame  time  they  throw  cfl’  a great  portion  of  ani- 
mal fpirif,  wdiich  is  the  bafis  and  ftandard  ol 
life,’’  and  confeqiiently  weaken  the  coftitution, 
and  create  new  diforders.  Avicen  is  faid  to  have 
wept  every  time  he  preferibed  a purge,  and  many 
reno'.vncd  phyficians  ot  more  modern  date  have 
found  it  by  exj'ierience  to  be  injurious. 

Seraedo.  in  his  hiftory  of  China  and  Bern.  Farenius, 
in  his  dlfcription  ot  Japan-h  tell  us  that  “ in  thofc 

♦ Par:  i.  chap.  \2.  -f  chap.  25. 
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'kingdoms  dileafcs  arc  cured,  and  phyfic  practifed 
with  great  reputation,  without  ufing  any  cnpphig-glrjfts, 
ijjttes,  phlcbotonTy  or  cathartics^'’  Ptjo  § oblcrves  that 
the  Brahlians  do  ^rcat  thino-s  with  hridtions,  where 
belays,  Miri  gk  idem  turn  tuevda  fanitatis  ergo,  cum 
plerifq^iic  morhis  fanandis , fridiime  et  iintlisne  frcqiienii 
incolie  pr^Jlant,  iliam  in  ftigidioribus  et  chronicis,  banc 
in  acutioribiis  adhibenles.  They  do  ftrange  thing  both 
in  preferving  heakh  and  curing  dilealcs  by  frithens 
and  untJions,  ufmg  the  JirJt  in  colds  and  chronics, 
the  latter  in  acute  dilealcs.”  Ncvcrthelcfs,  -in  cer- 
tain cafes,  before  the  patients  go  through,  or  during 
the  time  of  their  going  through,  my  operation,  1 
find  it  neceliary,  lor  the  fpeedicr  rccot'erv  ot  their 
health,  to  preferibe  them  fome  aperient,  attenuat- 
ing, or  other  internal  medicine,  accortiing  to  their 
conllitution,  fiature,  and  ilage  of  their  rel'pective 
diforders. 

I have  already  remarked  that  our  conllirutions 
are  altered,  and  difeafes  cured,  by  remedies  out- 
wardly  applied;  the  reader  here  mull  obferve, 
that  the  outward  application  or  lomc  of  nw  oi^c- 
rations  work  on  the  confiitution,  toward  t!)e  cure 
of  the  diieale,  by  altering  the,  temper  of  tne 
mafs  of  fluids,  Vvithout  producing  aiy  altera- 

lien  in  the  inlcnfiblc  evacuation  *,  otlicrs  bv  al- 
tering the  texture  ot  the  morhifick  matter^  and 
thus  render  it  fo  far  obfequious  to  nature*,  as  to 
enable  her  to  eafe  herielt  of  it  by  fiveat  or  infen- 
fble  tranfpiration ; which  method  1 have  expe- 
rienced, and  it  Itands  alfo  recommend^wl  by  the  bdl; 
phyfical  authors,  to  be  the  fafeft,  and  the  moil  eii- 
P'ible  that  nature  has  indicated,  and  art  followed, 
to  cure  or  alleviate  moil  diieafesi  not  oniy  as  the 
peccant  humours  may  be  eafiiy  altered,  and  the 
caufe  of  coiuplaint  difeharged  by  fcceat,  or  un~ 


§ Hid.  Nat.  lib.  2.  page  33. 
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^ifee^ned  tranfpiraticn^  and  at  the  fame  time  na- 
ture may  be  fupplied  through  the  abforherJ  ^vejfels, 
by  intufing  into  them  Jalutary  ejffUivia,  in  the  room 
or  the  morbifick  qualities^  tranlpiring  out  of  the  body  ; 
but  becaufe  the  matter  fo  infeniibiy  peripired,  has  al- 
ready pafled  through  a long  courfe  of  circulation,  in 
all  tire  fiiapes  ot  animal  fluid,  and  is  divefied  of  all 
that  can  he  of  further  ferzdce  to  any  part  of  the  body, 
and  fo  goes  off  without  injuring  the  conjlitution.  In 
this'  paragraph  is  explained  very  near  the  whole  of 
nty  prafticCj  and  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble 
to  confider  it  attentively,  1 flatter  rnyfelf  that  he  will 
coincide  with  me  in  opinion,  efpecially  if  he  refictffs 
on  the  pernicious  conlequences  that  mull  attend  thofe 
perlons  who  labour  under  an  obftrudion  of  fuch  great 
quantities  ot  luperfiuous  and  morbific  humours,  as  is 
the  perlpirable  matter  in  the  ftate  here  defcribed,  the 
retention  of  which  caufes  innumerable  complaints, - 
The  neceflity  and  importance,  therefore,  of  the  ufe 
of  my  Artificial  Meciioaced  Water,  Vapour  Baths, 
&c.  is  obvious  to  every  one  who  does  not  wilfully 
Ihut  his  eyes  againfl;  rationality  and  found  judgement, 
efpecially  as  by  this  method  the  humours  are  not  put 
into  any  great  agitation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  internal 
hot  ftimulating  diaphoretics  which  only  increafe  the 
patient’s  ’diforders,  by  producing  too  great  a motion 
in  the  vitals,  naturals,  and  animal  fluids,  and  confe- 
quently  alter  the  regular  courle  of  their  func- 
tion on  which  alone  health  knd  life  depends. 
For  this  rcafon,  Lobb  judicioufly  has  faid  in 
his  rational  method  of  curing  fevers,  that  by 
“ thole  hot  and  ftimulating  medicines,  commonly 

called 


* Hippocrati,  Medicifque  aliis  eff  trina  facultas, 
Nojira  fub  obfeuro  difpenfans  corpora  iraflu  : 
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called  fudorlfics,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  ob- 
taining fzvSat^  but  a great  probability  of  inerea/ihg 
the  [every  by  increafing  the  motion,  heat,  and  in- 
fpiffation  of  the  blood  j but  let  me  here  remark,  that 
even  fudorifics  of  the  milder  kinds,  fmaetimes  prove 
incffedlual,  efpecially  when  the  lurface  of^  the 
body  is  dry  and  parched  up  by  an  obflruded 
perlpiration,  which  being  very  nearly  analogous  to 
the  urine,  produces  an  incruflarion  (if,l  may  ule 
the  expreffion)  on  the  external  luperficies  of  the 
body,  which  obllrudls  the  orifices  of  the  pores, 
and  of  the  perfpiratory  and  ludatory  tubili  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  it  will  not  yield  to  any 
mild  internal  force,  while  a greater  one  might 
perhaps  be  equally  fruitlels*,  with  this  diffvTence, 
that  the  impelled  humour,  as  it  cannot  find  its 
way  out  of  the  body,  will  return  back  froni  its  cir- 
cumference to  the  center,  and-  there  produce  ob- 
llruftions  in  the  largeft  veffcls,  which  arc  attended 


Prima  anhnalisy  molU  qua;  fixa  cnehroy 
Per  nervos  fenfum  tranjmittit  corpus  in  omne  : 
Altera  vitalisy  calido  de  carde  fubortOy 
Vitam  infert  membris  per  vas  arteria  diSiittn  : 
P'ertia  naturolisy  hahens  fuam  in  hepate  fedeniy 
Corpora  per  verias  diffufo  fanguine  nutrit. 

The  Moderns  with  Hippocrates  agree 
That  the  chief  fpi  ings  of  life  arc  only  three  : 
'fhe  firff  lies  in  the  Ipirits  of  the  brain, 

Which  give  the  lenfe  of  pleafure  or  of  pain  ; 
d'he  next  is  in  the  heat,  which  from  the  heart, 
Flies  thro’  the  arteries  to  ev’ry  part  ; 

The  thin!  is  in  the  liver;  from  the  fame 
Kuns  out  the  blood,  to  feed  the  human  frame. 


with 
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with  very  pernicious  or  fatal  confequences  to  the 
patient.  It  has  been  obferved  by  molt  phyficians, 
“ that  in  the  fummer  months,  when  perlpiration  is 
greatell,  men  are  Ids  apt  to  be  Tick,  and  fewer  die.” 
The  Tpalms  which  alfect  the  hypochondriac,  and 
the  pains  which  torment  thole  that  have  the  gout, 
generally  ccale  ^ perfons  advanced  in  years,  that 
are  of  weak  conftitutions,  and  obnoxious  to  difor- 
ders,  arc  never  better  than  in  lummer.  Obftinatc 
quartan  agues,  and  other  difeafes  which  have  con- 
tinued long,  proceeding  from  an  infradlion  of  the 
'vifeera  are  cither  leffened  in  the  fummer  time,  or 
quite  ccafe.  The  diforders  which  proceed  from 
a llipprefTicn  of  perlpiration,  are  great  and  danger- 
ous ; for  it  increafes  the  impure  juices,  and  difpofes 
them  to  corruption  and  putrefadion  : whence  pro- 
ceed univerlal  difeales,  fuch  as  cachexies,  madnefs, 
hermorrhages,  cpilepiies,  qiiinfies,  gout,  rheums, 
coughs,  lippitudes,  abfeefles,  catcarrhs,  feurvv, 
rheumatifm,  the  fmall-pox,  mealies,  and  con- 
tinual fevers.”  Brooks  in  his  General  Practice  ot 
Phyfic,  fays,  that  there  is  always  a double 
motion  in  the  fever,  the  one  from  the  circum- 
ference to  the  center,  or  from  the  external  parts 
to  the  internal  ; the  other  from  the  centre  to 
the  circumference  *,  the  firft  motion  is  attended 
with  a fmall  concraded  weak  puife,  with  an  anxiety 
of  the  precordia,  and  d.fficulty  of  breathing  ; the 
fecond  with  increalld  motion  of  the  arteries,  a 
large  pulle  and  hear,  extended  even  to  the  extreme 
parts.  I’hefe  two  motions  are  evidently  of  a dif- 
ferent ftature  and  efficacy the  firft,  from  the  circum- 
ference to  the  center,  is  not  only  lefs  falutary^  but 
morbid,  nay  often  fatal-,  for  thofe  who  dn^  of  a 
fcier,  whether  continual  or  inta-mitiing,  acute  or 

chronical. 
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chronical,  die  under  fp^^fni,  cold^  chillinefs,  Jldiverijig 
or  Jhaking-,  with  convulftons  of  the  external  parts ; 
becaule  the  heart,  lungs,  and  brain,  are  at  that 
time  more  opprefTed  with  tiie  internal  congeftion 
of  the  blood.  The  otk>er  motion  from  the  internal 
parts ^ or  from  the  center  to  the  circumference  and 
minute  veflels,  is  falutary  and  vital',  nay,  even 
medicinal  and  prefervatory  \ for  under  this,  and  by 
thi^',  the  morbid  matter  exciting  the  fbbrile  fpafm, 
is  corre61:ed,  difciiffed,  and  expelled  (by  fweat 
or  inieniible  tranfpiration,)  and  fo  the  fever  ter- 
minates.” ' 

Having  thus  fet  to  view  fome  injuries  and 
inconveniences  attending  the  metfiod  commonly 
praflifed  for  the  cure  of  fcveral  difeafes,  and  at  the 
j'ame  time  give  an  infight  into  my  pra6lice,  upon 
which  1 fliali  further  enlarge  as  follows  : 

In  the  firft  diapter  we  have  taken  notice  that 
the  Romans  for  many  years  did  not  nfe  any  other 
means  for  curing  difeafes,  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  health,  than  the  artilicial  medicated  water 
and' vapour  baths  *,  and  fo  great  were  their  effects, 
that,  Vv'hat  w'e  now  call  the  common  Practice  of  Phyfick, 
they  deemed  a plague  to  the  City  : in  conle- 

quence  of  which  all  the  phyficians  that  followed 
fuch  methods  for  curincr  difeafes  were  banifhed  out 
of  Rome.  —The  following  paffage  will  convince  ' 
the  reader  to  what  extenfive  ufc  they  brought 
the  artificial  medicated  water  and  vapourous  baths  : 

* Fiunt  aiitem  artfcialia  balnea 'plurihus  modis,  penes  di~ 
verfas  intentiones.  Alia  enim  compomintnr  ex  rebus  ano- 


* Vide  lhaccii  de  Ralneis  Mcdicatis  Artificialibus. 
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dyn'is^  alia  ex  emollientihus,  alia,  ex  calidis  ac  relaxantihus 
i alia  ex  adfiringentibus  j ifdc.  alia  ex  fimplici  olco^  alia  ex 
ladle y vel  qiionjie  alio  liq^iiore  fuerit  opus  : Ufus  autem 
''jarius  ad  calefnciendtim  refrigerata,  ac  ex/iccanduni,  ad 
delorem  leniendumy  ad  etnolliendumy  ad  difcutiendum,  ad 
adjirin^cndumy  et  quod  jummatim  dicam,  ad  capitis^  tho- 
racis, 'ventriculi,  intejiinorum,  renum,  uteri,  vcjic,€, 
imidluraruva.que  pajjiones  plurimas 

'•*  'i  he  avtilicial  medicated  baths  (fays  he)  are 
naade  in  ditFeienc  manners,  to  ierve  different  inten- 
tions •,  lome  are  compoied  of  anodynes,  home  of 
emollients,  fome  of  warm  and  relaxing,  others  of  a- 
feringent  Inbl^ances  •,  feme  of  fimple  oil,  fomc  of 
milk  or  of  any  other  fuitable  liquor  : — their  ufe 
is  alio  various ; fome  ferve  to  warm,  fome  to  refri- 
gerate, otirers  to  dry,  and  fome  to  mitigate  pain  ; 
others  to  mollify  and  dilperfe,  and  others  to 
llrcngtlien.  In  flaort,  they  are  good  for  the  difor- 
tlers  of  the  head,  ftomach,  abdomen,  inteftines, 
loins,  urerus,  bla  ider,  and  joints.” 

They  were  no  Ids  particular  in  their  fomenta- 
tion, a?,  the  beforementioned  Author  obferves,  “ Hu- 
rrdda  itaque  foment  a mjlammaticnibus  conveniunt  a 
biliojis  hiinioribiis  fablis.  Sicca  vero  his  qUcC  a tenui  et 
aqu'fo  fangidne  predudta  funt,  et  lenia  qiiidem  f omenta 
mordocibus  humcribus  converdunt,  merdada  z-ero'  et  at- 
tenuantia  crajjis  ac  zjifcofisd’  Moift  tomentations 
are  good  in  infiammacions,  cauled  by  billious  hu- 
mours— but  the  dry  are  for  diforders  produced  by 
attenuated  and  watery  blood,  the  foftening  and  molli- 
fying fomcnraiions  are  good  for  fharp  and  corrofive 
iiumours,  and  ihofe  made  of  iharp  and  lUtenuating 
fubffances,  arc  fit  to  redity  glutinous  and  vifcous 
fluids. — Boerbaave  repeats  very  nearly  the  fame 
thing  for  the  cure  of  difealcs  proceeding  from  a 
f^jontaneous  gluten.  “ Bachs  (fays  Ire)  are  either  wet 
or  dry  i the  former  ad  by  relaxing  and  diluting; 

to 
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to  thefe  therefore  are  added  aromatic  herbs  which 
ftrengtlicn  and  attenuate,  and  at  the  lame  time  ‘fric- 
tions arc  tiled  ; afterwards  the  dry  baths  are  of  fer- 
vicf,  by  exciting  a greater  heat  ^ but  as  the  v/hole 
external  furface  of  the  body  is  covered  with  bibu- 
lous veins,  tlic  virtue  of  thefe  aroniatic  herbs  may 
be  tranimitted  through  them,  elpecially  when  they 
are  relaxed  in  the  bath. — And  Hippocrates  de  a^ec- 
tionihus  plainly  fays,  that  whatever  part  the  pain 
invades,  fliould  be  treated  with  batl  s,  fomentations 
and  emollient  liniments. — Medea,  who  fas'  Palae- 
phatus  ha.s  obferved)  acquired  the  reputation  of  re- 
llorinp;  youth  to  old  men,  is  laid  to  have  ufed  ho 
other  ingtedients  than  medicated  waters,  and  the 
effluvia  of  balfamic  herbs. 

Van-Hedeun,  in  his  Commentary  on  Boerhaave\ 
Aphc'^i|ms,  obferves,  “that  in  acute  difeafes,  wherein 
the  fkin  is  generally  ib  very  dry  as  to  carry  off  nothing 
by  tranfpiration,  and  when  the  orifices  of  the  veffeis 
through  which  we  pcrlpirc  arc  quite  doled  up,  it  is 
to  no  purpofe  lo  endeavour  to  provoke  a fweat  by 
internal  medicines;  but  if  the  body  (fays  he',  be  ex- 
pofed  naked  in  a vapour  bath,  the  mouth  of  the 
veffeis  will  open,  the  ffin  grow  moill,  and  Iweat  foon 
after  enfue:  and  in  obltruclions,  whenevtr  vapours 
and  fomentations,  with  very  foltcning  herbs  boiled 
in  them,  can  be  comma diovjly  diredfed  to  the  parts,  it  is 
to  be  preferred  to  all  other  methods^  He  further  ob- 
ferves, “ that  for  the  cure  of  a Ichirrous  diforder,  no- 
thing can  be  better  than  to  funugate  the  part  twice  a 
day  and  uie  gentle  fridtions : By  continuing  this  ulc 
for  fome  months,  he  adds,  I with  pleafurc  recollect 
leveral  recent  Ichirriofthe  bread:,  w.hich  1 have  hap- 
pily cured.”  Huxham,  in  pleurifics,  prc!cribes  t<.» 
foment  the  part,  which,  fays  he,  oltcn  calcs  the  pain, 
and  generally  terminates  the  dilcafe.  And  Brock  ad- 
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vifcs  tepid  vapours  of  dcGO(5lions  of  proper  ingre- 
dients, to  be  conveyed  to  the  lunus. — Arbtithnoi^  on 
the  inflammation  of  the  liver,,  fays,  fweat  fhould  be 
promoted;  and  of  thofe  of  the  bowels,  he  recom- 
mends warm  fomentation,  -lijfot*  lays,  thar  warm 
baths,  by  relaxing  the  vefTeb,  and- qualifying  the 
luiirours,  greatly  affift  the  cure;  and,  when  there  is 
no  reafun  to  the  contrary,  fliould  never  be  negledted : 
but  above  all  in  the  obftrudlions  of  the  liver.” — Brook^ 
in  the  inflammadon  of  the  bladder,  and  difficulty  of 
making  water,  ftrongly  directs  fomentations  of  emol- 
lient herbs  : and  in  that  of  the  eyes,  Hoffman  advifes 
to  receive  the  vapours,  or  fteam  of  valerian  root,  liquo- 
rice, &c.  Sir  John  Pringle^  (Phyfician  to  her  pre  enc 
Majefty)  obl'erves,  “ that  a phrenitis  is  often  brought 
on,  or  increafedin  thehofpitals  of  an  army,  by  the  want 
of  duG.p8rfpirntion,  and  of  warmth  in  the  extremities; 
thcrefire  as  foon  as  a foldier  is  brought  into  the  houfe 
with  feverifli  fymptons,  his  hands  and  feet  fhould  be 
wafhed  with  warm  vmegat  and  water  ; and  (fays  he) 
I would  likewife  recommend  for  the  hofpitals,  what 
I have  fometime  lince  in  a phrenitis  fuccefsfully 
ofed  in  my  private  practice,  a fomentation  to  the  feet 
and  lovjer  pa^t  of  the  legs,  to  be  repeated  often  for 
an  hour  or  two  at  a time.  He  farther  obferves  that 
in  the  dyfenterv,  for  mitigating  the  gripe  ,' and  ex- 
pelling the  wind,  we  are  not  to  ufe  the  warmer  car- 
minatives ; at  leafl  I have  never  known  them  to  an- 
fwer : opiates  give  immediate  relief,  but  they  only 
palliate,  and  often  increafe  the  caufe.-  J have  (fays 
he)  met  with  no  remedy  that  remarkably  anfwTred 


* Article  xi.  Se6f.  115,  of  his  E flay  on  the  Difeafes  of 
people  of  Fafhion. 

§ In  hisObfervatiyns  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  part  iii. 
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this  intention  : the  he[l  was  fomenting  the  belly,  and 
drinking  camomile- tea  : the  fomentations  were  made 
ct  the  common  herbs.,  wJh  the  addition  of  Jome  fpirit. — 
The  flatulent  pain  would  fometimes’affed;  the  fide 
as  in  a plcnjil'y  ; but  a laxative  medicine,  or  the  fo- 
mentation juft  mentioned,  removed  them  without 
bleeding.  For  the  pally,  Boerhanve  recommends 
ftrong  frictions,  endued  with  ftimulating  virtues, 
vapourous  and  water  baths,  and  the  fume  of  gums. 
— In  convuHive  afthmas.  Brook  fays,  after  the  ufe  of 
fridiions  for  the  feet,  they  lliould  be  put  into  warm 
water  : and  if  there  are  violent  fpafms  about  the 
prigcordia,  hot  fomentations  are  highly  neceffary.  In 
pituitous  afthmas,  Heijler  and  Bluxham  enjoin  warm 
baths. — Barry  fays,  that  “ fudorifics  have  been  by 
fome  warmly  recommended  in  a conlumption  of 
the  lungs,  and  are  frequently  found  more  eftedtual, 
and  I'peedier  in  their  effed:,  when  the  operation  only 
produces  infenfible  perfpiration  : But  the  .danger 
that  attends  their  exciting  too  great  a motion  of  hu- 
mours, counterpoifes  the  benefit  that  might  accrue; 
which  pofition  holds  good  in  fevers,  and  fhews  the 
pernicious  confequenccs  of  internal  fudorificks,  to 
which  my  operations  are  not  in  the  moft  diftant 
view  fubjed:. — Potter,  on  the  billious  cholic,  fays, 
“ when  bl'.eding,  brifk.  cathartics,  lenient  me- 
dicines, anodynes  or  clyfters  will  not  help  the 
misfortune,  recourfe  muft  be  immediately  had  to 
warm  baths,  compofed  of  emollient  decoeftions.’' 
Sydenham,  on  the  gour,  iiolds,  that  evacuating  the 
peccant  matter  by  fwear,  is  better  than  to 
attempt  it  by  purgatives  or  emetics  ; and  SanPiorius, 
obf  rves,‘‘  that  in  gouty  people,  the  humours,  even 
of  the  thickeft  fort,  are  only  to  be  refolved  by 
means  of  va})uurs.” 
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5™^,  fpeakinr;  of  'he  cholic  of  the  damnomi’ 
lays,  If  emetics  and  cathartics  will  not  oafs 
I order  emollient  fomentations,  efpecially  -.^hen  the 
belly  IS  inflated,  h ird,  or  tontradied  with  ipalins  ; 
but  much  happier  effects  m.iy  be  expedfcd  frorn 
bdths,  preparecl  with  the  Lme  engreJi 
^ I have  often  feen  fays,  Huxham,  the  moft  excru- 
ciating fits  ot  the  gravel  terminated,  when  neither 
copious  bleedings  nor  opiates  have  had  the  ieafi  effedi ; 
nay,  I have  learnt  from  numerous  experiments* 
and  do  affert  from  what  I have  collefted  frornv 
many  judicious  authors,  that  nothing  can  he 
fo  efficacious  to  eafe  the  pain,  and  enforce  the  de- 
feent  of  the  Jione  tr,rouoh  the  ureters,  as  itDid  emnl 
lient  hathsr  What  afilflance  art  can  lend,  Tays 
Pott,  in  his  remarks  on  the  fijiula  in  ano,  mull:  be 
adminiftered  fpeedily;  every  minute  is  of  confe- 
quence  ; and  if  the  difeafe  be  not  flopped,  the  pa- 
tient will  fink;  recoLirle  mull  be  immeiiardy  had 
to  medical  affiilincc-,  the  part  affiidied  Jhould  he  fre- 
quently fomented  with  hot  fpif  ituous  fomentations  laro-g 

and  deep  incifions  Ihould  be  made  into  the  difcafcd 
part,  and  the  application  made  to  it  Ihould  be  of 
the  warmcfl,  moil  anticeptic  kinds. — Kc  farther  ob- 
ferves,  that,  ftrangiiary^  dyfiry^  and  ev^en  a tote. I re- 
tention of  urine,  3.\x  not  very  uncommon  attendants 
upon  abfeefies  forming  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
redum  and  bladder;  he  p rote  ft  s aL^amft  the  ule  of 
the  catheter,  as  a pradlice  attended  vv  th  danger- 
ous conleqnences ; he  recommends  bleeding,  and 
emptying  the  inreftines,  if  rhe-e  be  time  for^r>  do- 
ing, by  a gentle  cathartic,  but  the  mofi  effietfual  re- 
lief ■ fays  he)  will  be  from  the  warm  hath  or  femP 
cupiumf' 
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Galen  de  Ccrehro,  fays,  “ that  the  health  of  the 
brain  is  prefer ved  by  the  ftimis^alion  of  aromatics^ 
which  will  comfort  it,  cure  cold,  and  the  fead- 
ache.'''' — ^Brunet,  in  his  Medicina  Pradtica,  and 

Riverius,  in  his  Praxis  Medica,  prd'eribe  for 
the  dii'orders  of  the  ears,  medicated  fumiga- 
tions to  be  conveyed  to  the  parts. — Lotichius  de 
Atrophia,  fays,  humedlantia  imperanda  funt  ita  ut 
vifceriim  chfirtidiiones  expediantur,  in  hoc  cafu  laudahile 
eji  balneum  herb  arum  Aromaiicarum  paratum. — In  an 
atrophy,  or  dcfedl  of  nutrition  which  is . a con- 
fumption  ot  the  whole  or  fome  particular  part  of 
the  body,  but  efpecially  of  the  extremities,  moif- 
tening  things  are  to  be  preferibed,  fo  as  to  difolve 
the  obftrudtions  of  the  vifeera,  and  in  this  cafe*  a 
bath  prepared  of  aromatics  is  commendable. — 
V PijfoPf  as  above,  fays,  “ that  many  eminent  phy- 
ficians,  regarding  all  diforders  of  the  nerves  as  the 
confequences  of  relaxed'  fibres  and  weak  digeftion, 
would  effeft  a cure  by  means  of  remedies  which  are 
hot,  and  flrengthened  by  gums,  ‘fteel,  bitters,  cam- 
phire,  callor,  mufk,  fpirituous  tinftures,  opium, 
&c.  which  is  an  error,  and  unhappily  they  have 
no  better  fuccefs  than  in  complaints  of  the  fto- 
mach  *,  but  an  innocent  regimen  and  the  benefit 
of  the  warm  bath,  ufed  in  the  morning,  faftins,  is 
here  df  the  greatejl  utility.  I have  leen  three  pa- 
tients (favs  he)  in  this  calc,  thrown  by  thefe  fmall 
fevers  into  a confirmed  hediic  fever,  whole  fituation 
feemed  almofl  defperate,  and  yet  were  perfedily 
cured  by  iifing  this  remedy,  and  cows  milk  only, 
for  nouriflamenr.  My  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths 
have  cured  many  complaints  of  this  kind,  even  when 


* Vide  article  x,  fedl.  26. 
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all  other  means  bad  failed  ; and  as  thefe  difeafes  com- 
monly proceed  at  firft  from  obftru6lion  of  perfpira- 
tion,  the  application  of  my  operation,  is  the  molt 
efficacious  remedy.  Dr.  William  Smith  obferves^, 
that  “ perfpiration  is  abfolutely  neceffitry  to  animal 
and  vegetable  life,  and  a free  and  regular  perfpiia- 
tion  is  neceflfary  to  good  health,  which  we  lee  exrem- 
plified  in  nervous  people;  for  an  obftrucled  perlpi- 
ration  is  the  primary  and  chief  caufe  of  all  that  train 
of  hideous  znd  frightful  fymptoms  that  aJjU^  nervous 
people  \ it  is  iikewife  the  caufe  of  the  tranfient  low- 
neffes,  that  people,  otherwife  healthy,  arc  forced 
'fometimes  to  complain  of,  particularly  in  gloomy 
weather;  for  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  which  dif- 
fers in  different  times  and  feafons  of  the  year,  greatly 
promotes  or  retards  perfpiration;  for  the  perfpirable 
matter  both  of  animals  and  vegetables,  is  wafted 
away  by  the  air,  as  foon  as  it  comes  to  the  perfpira- 
tory  orifices;  but  when  either  the  air  is  faulty,  or  the 
matter  itfclf  hot  prepared  to  be  buoyed  up  and  carried 
away  by  the  air,  that  it  ftagnates^  plafers  up  the 
mouths  of  the  veffels,  which,  being  already  full,  hin- 
der the  acceffion  of  new  juices,  confequently  the  ob- 
flrudted  parts  are  prevented  from  receiving  freffi  nou- 
riffiment;  hence  leannefs,  cutaneous  difeafes,  &c.  If 
the  perfpirable  matter,  which  is  in  a fate  putrefac- 
tion^ falls  moftly  upon  the  lungs,  then  it  produces  a 
nervous  o.flbma\  if  it  tends  to  the  heart,  a palpita- 
tion ; if  to  the  head,  tinglings,  thumpings^  epilipfes, 
paifies^  apoplexies,  &c.  If  upon  the  ffomach,  nau- 
fea,  vomit ting^  ftinking  breath.  See.  If  it  enter  the 
coats  and  veffels  of  the  mufcles,  h CcLuks  gout,  rheu' 
matifm,  wandering  pains and  as  perfpiration  greatly 
promotes  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  by  depletion 


* New  Syftem  ofPhvfr,  p.  300. 
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fo  when  it  Is  obfl;rLi(fled  the  circulation  becomes  more 
lanmiid  •,  and  as  the  perfpirable  matter  is  in  a (late  of 
putrefidl'on,  fo  the  folids  are  rendered  iefs  claftic, 
and  the  body  becomes  habituated  to  putrefaction,  and 
advances  from  one  ftage  to  another,  till  life  can  be  no 
longer  lupporced.  For  when  external  perfpiration  is 
obftruCted  the  internal  perfpiration  is  very  foon  in 
the  lame  ftate  •,  and  the  inteftines,  which  difeharge 
by  the  anus  faces  along  with  the  noxious  matter  of 
perTpiration,  are  fo  relaxed,  that  they  cannot  protrude 
faces  and  putrid  perfpirable  matter,  which  is  again 
taken  up  by  the  aldorbent  lymphatics^  and  mixed  a- 
iiew  with  the  mafs  oi  blood,  where  it  encreafes  the  fep  • 
tic  ferment,  as  yeaft  does  that  of  flour*,  the  nervous 
fluid  has  not  a fufficiem  fupply  from  the  food  we  eat, 
fer  as  the  finer  veJTeti  fuf  er  firft  in  ob(iru^ions,  fio 
the  ntrves  are  much  relax^'d,  and  perhaps  objirudledd* 
For  curing  convulfions,  to  winch  manv  of  the  Fair  Sex 
• are  fo  much  fubjeCt,  nothing  is  better  than  tepid 
emollient  watrr  and  vapouioii^  batlis_  and  olcous 
friclions  j Baglivi  de  fiibra  motrice^  l^y^?  t^hat  the  cure 
is  to  be  performed  by  taking  away  the  irritation  and 
the  contraction  of  the  fibres,  with  baths  and  oleous 
jubftances.  In  the  obftruCtion  of  the  uterus,  Prime- 
rofe  oblerves  ^‘'hat  y?  denfus  et  durus  uterus  fuerity 
fotUy  imeffuy  fufiitu  emolliendus  erit ; — If  me  uterus  be 
thicic  and  bar  1,  it  mu.fl  be  mollified  with  fomen- 
tation, r,ie  half  bath,  and  fumigation  f ’ and  in  the 
fupppfTion  of  a certain  evacuation,  we  mull  (fays 
lie)  balnea^  et  fotm  imperare  ex,  decoPtis  aperientibus ; 
preicribe  baths,  and  fomentations  of  aperient  dc- 
coCtions.”  Tijfoty  on  the  irregularity  of  the  courfes*, 

* By  means  of  my  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths,  irregular 
and  total  obftrudfions  of  this  kind  have  been  reindved  with 
the  greateft  facility,  though  of  very  long  handing,  in 
feveral  young  Ladies,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  a more  advanced 
ftage  of  life. 

obferves, 
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obferves,  “ this  diforder,  Ihould  be  carefully  treated, 
and  hot  remedies  cautioujly  avoided^  for  fear  of  ir- 
ritating the  nerves,  and  giving  an  inflammatory 
thicknefs  to  the  bloody  and  thereby  prolonging^  inflead 
ot  ending  the  malady  : it  yeilds  to  an  innocent  re- 
gimen, a regular  life,  and  warm  baths. — And  Hip- 
pocrates'-^^ lays,  ‘‘  fuffilus  ex  aromaticis  muliebra 
ducit,  et  aliis  quoqiie  floret  utihsfl — that  luffu- 
naigation  ot  aromatics  arc  of  dfential  fervice  to  wc- 
men.  In  the  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  /Iflruc 
tells  us,  that  pradtioners  advifed  that  kind  of 
half-bath,  diftinguillied  in  latin  by  the  name  of 
infleflfus;  thefe  Jialf- baths  were  prepared  witli  a de- 
coftion  of  emollient  and  anodyne  herbs,  fuch  as 
thofe  which  are  employed  for  fomentation*,  but 
this  pradlicc,  (fays  he)  had  unavoidable  inconveni- 
ences; for  either  the  decodlion  of  thefe  half  baths 
would  be  colder  than  the  part  bathed,  and  then 
they  would  have  the  fame  bad  effedts  as  the  topics 
applied  cold  ; or  they  would  be  hc.tter,  and  in  that 
cale  would  augment  the  inflammation.” 

What  a misfortune  that  remedies  thus  efficacious, 
and  which  were  judged  then  to  be  fo,  either  by 
the.r  efledis,  or  by  well-founded  conjectures,  could 
not  have  been  ufed  with  fafety  for  the  cure  of  va- 
rious complaints!  Whatever  was  the  caufe  that 
no  farther  enquire  has  been  made  into  fuch  an  im- 
portant object,  is  nothing  to  our  prelent  purpofc: 
it  will  be  enough  for  me  to  fay,  that  I have  a 
fure  and  eafy--  method  tc>  keep  the  abovemen- 
tioned  baths,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  a fixed  de- 


* In  the  firft  book. 
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gree  of  heat,  which  alfo  may  be  varied  at  pleafure 
by  the  patients,  without  the  ajfifiance  of  the  atten- 
dants.^ This  new  improvement  of  miney  puts  them 
put  of  fear  of  being  either  too  hot  or  too  cold. 
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CHAP.  III. 

1 FRICTIONS  are  neceffiiry  auxiliaries  for  the  cure 
/ of  many  complaints.  The  friftions  which  I 
ufually  order  for  my  Patients  are  of  feveral  kinds, 
and  defigned  often  to  ferve  quite  oppofite  purpofes. 
This  practice  is  confirmed  by  Hippocrates^  who  fays, 
that  fridlion  if  hard  it  binds,  if  foft  it  looies, 
if  violent  it  diminilhes,  if  moderate  it  fills  up*” 
Galen  exprefles  himfelf  very  near  in  the  fame 
manner,  where  he  fays,  “ when  we  would  make 
any  part  flefhy  we  muft  rub  it  till  we  make 
it  fwell ; but  when  we  would  difiipate  or  lef- 
len  the  bulk  of  it,  we  muft  ftill  rub  on,  till  the 
part  which  has  fwdled  fliall  fubfidc. — Nay  him- 
felf cured  many  of  his  Patients  by  rubbing  the 
mufcular  parts  with  emollient  liniments,  after  the 
fomentations  had  been  applied,  upon  perfons  long 
confumptive,  and  in  a wafting  condition, — Colmnella 
is  of  opinion,  that  it  does  more  good  to  have  the 
back  well  rubbed  down,  then  the  ftomach  filled 
with  large  quantities  of  food. — Van  Sweiten^  in 
his  Commentaries  fays,  that  fridions  caufe  a fuccef- 
five  and  repeated  compreflion  and  relaxation  of  the 
veflels,  and  fo  fupply  the  place  of  their  reciprocal 
motion;  by  preffing  the  liquid  from  the  apex  of  the 
veflels  to  the  bafis,  we  may  turn  the  arteries  into 
veins,  and  fo  bring  the  obftruding  matter  out  of  the 
narrow  into  a broader  part  of  the  artery,  into  which 
it  prcfently  returns  again,  when  the  veffel  is  re- 
laxed; if  this  be  often  repeated  it  will  be  cxadly 
the  fame  cafe  as  Leevwenhoeck  faw  in  the  haf.  i.  e. 
the  obftrudtins:  matter  will  be  divided  and  at- 
tenuated  by  going  backwards  and  forwards,  till  at 
laft  it  can  pafs  into  the  vein.  Obfervation  fliews  the 

great 
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great  ufc  of  frictions  in  refolving  obftrudlions : — I 
have  feen  (fays  he)  an  indurtaed  parotid  gland,  after 
many  very  good  applications  have  failed,  relolvcd, 
by  being  well  rubbed  with  woollen  cloth  ter  an 
liour  together  twice  a day,  after  having  ken  ex- 
fofed  to  the  vapour  of  warm  water,  vinegar,  fs? c . 
"I he  like  alfo  has  been  feen  in  the  glands  ot  ihe  neck 
when  they  have  been  ftrumons.  He  further  obferves 
that  liniments  made  of  the  mildeft  oily  fubdance  of 
the  fmootheft  oils,  dravvn  from  vegetabLs,  are  of 
lignal  fervice,  cfpcciaily  if  applied  to  the  part  after 
they  have  been  deterged  by  b'ith,  and  foment  at  ions, 
and  well  dried.  jEtiusf^  beftows  the  higheft  com- 
mendation on  fridions  as  a good  prefervative 
againfb  the  gout. 

Boerhaave,  after  he  has  palTed  fimdar  encomhims 
on  the  fubjed,  fiiys,  “ Add  to  tins  that  the  extrava- 
fated  and  concreted  blood  itfelf  will  be  attenu- 
ated and  refolved  by  fridions;  for  if  the  blood 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  veins  of  a healthy 
perfon,  and  congealed  in  the  open  air,  be  ground 
in  a glafs  mortar,  it  may  be  again  diOblved  into  a 
frothy  and  coloured  liquor  ^ and  therefore  fridions 
are  evidently  of  the  greaceft  ufe  in  the  cure  of  con- 
vulfions.” 

Thus  1 have  nearly  fubmitted  to  the  public  im- 
partial judgme  nt,  a complcate  delcription  of  luy  ap- 
paratus and  operations,  and  of  its  extenlive  ule  in 
the  cure  of  mod  diforders ; with  a long  train  of  ob- 
fervations  and  authorities  fronj  noted  Phyficians 
and  Philofophers  in  fupport  of  the  importance  of 
my  pradice,  in  refped  to  each  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  operations,  except  on  the  pump  ^ concerning 
which  I fhall  now  fubjoin  the  following  : 


* herm,  xii,  chap.  21. 
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Baccius  fays,  Oper^e  prctiiim  verb  ejl  in  tarn 
fiobili  minijierio,  loci,  determware,  q^uibus  propnc  con- 
veniat  Duccia — Communis  quidem  ufus  ed,  ut  in  capite 
diiobus  potijfimim  locis  Jufcipiatur,  in  bregmate,,  fcilicet 
qu^  commijfura  corenalis  dicitur  a vertice  fcilicet  anterior 
capitis  pars,  et  item  fumitur  in  occipite,  ubi  ejl  fpinalis 
medulla  principium,  qua  nucha  viilgo  dicitu'^.  Op~  , 
tima  vero  rations  ad  hunc  ufum,  bregma,  hoc  eft  a ver- 
tice in  frontem  capitis  pars  proponitur.  Primum  qui- 
dem,  quia  hic  locus  communis  eji,  aptijjimufque  ad  omnes 
eiufmodi  capitis  effeblus  fritpidos  curandus  : five  qiiidem 
in  capite  ipfo  confijiant,  ut  funt  oinnes  catarrhi  foboles, 
qui  fundiiones  ipfas  capitis  obladant,  qua  vel  ad  fenfum, 
vel  ad  rnotum  attineant.  Sive  diftillatio  a capite  ad 
Juhjedias  corporis  pertingat  paytes,  ut  funt  apopkxia, 
inter  omnes  intentiffima  pajfio,  et  pojiea  parahfis,  et  qua 
pro  nervorum  communicantia,  et  ligament  or  um  ad  o^nnes 
partes,  univerfiim  corpus,  aut  articulos,  junchtrafqtie  aut 
certain  aliqiiam  opprimunt  partem,  ^arum  omnium 
affedlionum,  cum  priina  crigo  fit  in  cerebro  ipfi  ftatimx 
jure  pincipia  adhibere  remedia,  et  ipfam  dticciam  oportet. 

It  IS  a moll  important  thing  (lays  he)  to 
determine  the  places  to  which  the  pump  is  to  be 
applied  ; — the  more  common  are  from  the  crown 
of  the  head  to  the  forepart  of  it,  and  likewife  on 
the  back  part  of  the  head,  where  the  fpinal  marrow 
begins,  commonly  called  the  nape. — For  a very 
good  reaion  fucii  parts  have  been  feiedled,  becaufe 
they  are  the  moil  convenient  to  cure  all  difor- 
ders  pr(jceeding  from  the  head,  or  fituated  in  the 
head  itielf;  fucli  as  arc  all  that  ilfuefrom  defiudlions, 
which  injure  the  very  functions  of  the  head  that 


* What  this  author  has  advanced,  is  fupported  byhi^»  own 
experience,  and  by  the  authority  of  Diafeorid'es,  Pliny,  Archi- 
genis,  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Avicen,  /Etius,  l\c. 

belong 


( 23  ) 

belong  to  fenfe,  or  motion  ; or  others  falling  from 
the  head  to  fome  depending  part  of  the  body  •,  as 
apoplexies,  paralyfis,  and  thofe  that  through 
the  communication  of  the  nerves  and  ligaments  af- 
fed:  the  articulation  of  the  bones,  the  joints,  the  - 
whole  body,  or  any  particular  part  of  it;  and  as 
the  origin  of  all  thefc  complaints  is  in  the  brain,  fo 
there  without  lofs  of  time  wemuft  apply  the  reme- 
dies, and  the  pmnp  is  peculiarly  necejfary'' — Mtius 
recommends  the  pump  in  contratliom,  JhffnefSy 
and  chjlru^icns and  Boerhaave,  with  the  help  of 
the  pump,  has  fometimes  cured  the  moji  chronical 
and  fiuhhorn  tumours  of  the  knee.  I'he  pump, 
therefore,  the  medicated  water  and  vapourous  baths, 
and  fridl'ion,  are  of  great  fervice  for  attenuating 
grofs  and  vifeid  humours ; for  enlarging  the  dia- 
meter, of  the  obftrudtcd  veffeis,  for  mollifying  and 
relaxing  ftiff  and  contracted  Cnews  and  ligaments, 
reftorino;  a regular  circulation  to  the  fluids,  and  its 
natural  motion  to  the  Iblids.  But  to  prepare  for 
and  adminifter  to  the  human  body  the  above- 
mentioned  operations,  it  requires  not  only  a know- 
ledge of  the  j^-iatient’s  conflitution,  of  his  difeafe,  of 
the  anatomy  both  of  body  and  mind,  together  with, 
other  acquifitions  neceflfary  to  qualify  a phyfician; 
but  alfo  a long  experience  and  a conftant  and  dili- 
gent obfervation  on  the  diflerent  eftedis  produced 
by  the  outward  application  of  different  ingre- 
dients. A great  many  medical  fubflances  of  ani- 
mals, vegetables,  and  minerals,  have  contrary  ef- 
fcdls  outwardly  applied,  to  what  they  have  in- 
wardly given; — many  were  know  to  the  ancient  or 
mordern  phyficians  and  philofophers  to  adt  lo  dif- 
ferently ; but  there  is  a very  long  tribe  of  them 
in  the  materia  medica  that  produce  in  our  con- 
flitution,  outwardly  applied,  effedls  diametrically 

oppofite 
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cppcfite  to  ths  received  opinion’,  efe^s  only  known? 
fo  far  as  I conceive,  to  my  Father  and  M.yfelf> 
This  knowledge,  acquired  only  by  experience 
' and  clofe  attention  to  this  unulual  mode  of  prac- 
tice, enfures  to  me  that  fuccefs  in  my  underkaking, 
which  cannot  be  expcdied  by  others,  who  are  ig- 
norant of  this  peculiar  method. 

In  preferibing  or  ordering  the  pumps,  regard  too 
muft  be  had  to  the  part  on  which  it  is  to  be  given, 
to  the  force  with  which  the  water  falls  upon  it-,  to 
the  degree  of  heat,  and  to  its  medical  quality;  and 
a fimilar  attention  muft  be  alfo  paid,  in  the  ufe  of 
the  other  operations.  I fhall  endeavour  to  corro- 
borate this  afiertion  with  fubftantial  authorities,  in 
order  to  inform  feveral  medical  gentlemen,  who, 
whether  through  diftike,  or  through  ignorance,  ^ 
mifapprehend  or  conceal  the  efficacy  of  this  and  of 
the  aforefaid  operations;  or  reprefent  them  to  their 
patients  as  the  inventions  of  quacks  and  impof- 
lors.  I know  many  Ladies  and  Grntlemen  who  have 
been  recommended  to  thefe  medicated  baths,  &c. 
by  fomc  of  their  acquaintances,  and  who  hcive  hap- 
pily experience  their  ufefulnefs  in  the  cure  of 
fimilar  complaints.  There  had  been  a great  many 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  that  encouraged  them 
to  perfue  this  plan;  while  fome,  I cannot  telL 
upon  what  principle,  when  they  were  confulted  on 
the  occafion,  depreciated  their  cfFedls,  and  where  even" 
enraged  at  hearing  fuggefted  to  their  v/isdom 
any  remedies  for  fecuring  health.  This  is  a practice 
generally  ufed  by  fuch  cracks,  to  annihilate  every  dif- 
covery  that  is  not  ulcfiil  to  themfelves,  however 
beneficial  it  may  be  to  the  community.  They  have 
been  often  cenfured  for  fuch  Icandalous  deal- 
ing in  many  publications,  but  to  no  purpofe:  I 

remember  to  have  read  the  folowing  paragraph 

in 
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in  an  ingenious  book  called  The  Duty  and  Offices 
ot  a Phyfician  ; “ There  are  fome  -of  our  fa- 
culty^ who  troiTi  a > retended  regard  to  the  dig- 
nity ol  the  profcflion,  but  in  reality  from  the 
meanefi  and  moft  jeljijh  views,  refufc  to  apply  any- 
reniedy  propofcd  in  this  manner,  without  regard 
to  its  propriety-,  but  this  (fays  the  author)  is  an 
injoient  piece  of  tyranny.  Every  man  has  a title  to 
fpeak,  where  his  bfe  and  his  health  is  concerned,  and 
every  man  is  entitled  to  fuggcfl:,  what  he  thinks  may 
fave  the  life  of 'his  friend.”  Now  to  come  to  my 
purpofe  reipedting  the  pump.  Galen  fays,  that , 
anliquorm  mediccrum  injiitutis  in  capitis  affediicni^ 
hus  dicci<£  funt  adminijiranda ; nempe  qu^g  cupitali 
bus  conjlare  deheant  herhis  "ac  fioribus  aliifque  rebus 
tenuis  ad  penetrationem,  quam  ob  rem  et  nitrum  ad~ 
mifeebant,  jal,  vinum,  et  etiam  nonnulli  acetum,  Ac- 
cording to  the  inftitutions  of  the  antient  phyficians 
in  the  difeafes  ot  the  head.  Pumps  are  to  be  ad- 
miniftered;  however,  they  muft  be  prepared  with 
the  beft  kind  of  herbs  and  flowers,  and  of  fubtile 
and  penetrating  ingredients:  For  which  ufe  they 

mixed  nitre,  fait,  wine,  and  in  many  intlances  vine- 
gard'  This,  and  many  other  given  inlfances,  proves 
the  importance  of  impregnating  waters  and  vapours 
with  the  virtue  of  vegetables,  &c.  The  Right  Rev». 
Dr.  Berkeley,  an  eminent  philolopher,  fays,  “ it 
may  be  laid  indeed  of  common  water  that  it  attenu- 
ates ; alfo  of  mercurial  prep  a'' ations,  that  they  attenu- 
ate ; but  !t  fliould  be  confidcrcd  that  mere  water  only 
diflends  the  veffiels,  and  therefore  weakens  their  tone ; 
and  that  mercury,  by  its  great  momentum,  may 
juftly  be  lufpedled  of  hurting  the  fine  caoillayies 
which  two  deobftruents  therefore  might  eafily  over- 
adt  their  parts,  and  by  lejfening  the  force  of  the  veffiels, 
remotely  produce  thofe  concretions  which  they  are  intended 
to  remove Mtius 
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jfEtius  * is  very  juftly  of  opinion  \}\^tpumps  and  baths 
of  warm  mineral  water  are  very  dangerous  to  dry  and  ple- 
thoric conjlitulions.  Uhi  habet  calidarum  fponte  mananti- 
um  aquarum  ufum,  noxium  ejfe  capitibus  natura  calidis : — 
Et  fiilphure<g  {inquit  Galenus)  aqua  et  bituminofa  verb 
quoniam  angujios  claudunt  foros  ac  comprimunt , te- 
nuem  excitant  dejiuxionem  : — natural  warm  mine- 
ral waters,  are  ukd  for  hot  conftitutions,  it  is  very 
pernicious  *,  and  thofe  {Galen  fays)  impregnated  with 
brimttone,  and  bitumen^  bccauie  they  warm,  are  great 
enemies  to  hot  conftitutions : thofe  impregnated  with 
allum^  as  they  prefs  and  clofe  up  the  little  pores,  caufc 
fharp  defiuxions. — r 

Charlenton  on  the  Bath  water,  fays,  that  the  in- 
conveniences of  pumping  there  proceed  from  the 
weight  and  preffure  of  the  water,  which  together 
with  its  heat^  excites  a vibratory  and  impulfive  mo- 
tion in  the  obftrudfed  veftels,  which  pulhcs  forward 
their  ftagnant  contents : if  they  are  liquid  enough 
to  pafs  the  bounds  of  their  confinement,  fuccefs 
will  attend  the  application  ; but  where  they  arc 
too  vifcid,  where  they  are  endued  with  an  acrimo- 
nious difpofuion,  w'here  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 
tient is  hot  and  feverifti,  or  at  leaft  in  that  ftate  at 
the  time  of  ufing  the  pump,  an  inflammation  of  the 
part  muft  be  tlie  conicquence  ; which,  if  great  care 
be  not  taken,  is  followed  by  a generation  of  mat- 
ter, whofe  favourable  termination  calls  for  the  cauf- 
tic,  or  ineijion  kntfe  f neverthelefs  it  muft  be  added, 
that  patients  have  been  jent  to  the  Bath  water  by 
fome  of  our  wife  PhyfeianSy  to  bathe  and 'to  be 
pumped  upon  the  head  for  the  palfy^  for  other 
analagous  complaint <iy  and  fome  for  the  head-ache, 
who  have  loji  their  lives  under  the  operation. — 

* Lib.  3 cap,  i68. 
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cafum  fneritis  aifcrihere  talihus  atidea  f 
Who  can  afcribe  fuch  wonders  to  chance  ? 

Claudiancus. 

The  life  therefore  of  natural  warm  mineral  water 
has  been,  and  will  prove  pernicious  in  many  difordcrs. 
— 1 he  inco7ivenicnce  of  adapting  the  difeafe  to  the  un- 
certain virtues  of  the  waters  in  (lead  of  appropriating  (as 
I do)  the  remedy  to  the  difeafe^  hath  rendered  the  appli- 
‘ cation  of  them  not  only  fruitlefs^  but  dangerous*  It  will 
beeafily  conceived  that  the  various  poifotwus  and  healing 
qualities  of  natural  mineral  waters  depend  on  the  dif- 
ferent fub:erraneous  metallic,  bituminous,  or  other 
fubftances,  through  which  the  waters  pafs.  Many 
a fpring  hath  altered  its  virtue  feveral  times  ; the 
repeated  analyfis  of  them  has  evinced  the  fadt. . Chy- 
mifcs  have  attributed  the  different  qualities  found 
in  the  fame  fpring  of  water  at  different  times,  to  a 
want  of  accuracy  in  the  former  analyfations,  when 
tn  reality  it  was  owing,  to  a deficiency  of  thofe 
bodies,  (which  were  then  worn  away  by  the 
continual  flowing  of  the  water  through  them) 
or  to  a mixture  or  fuhftitution  of  others  of  diffe- 
rent nature-,  hence  an  ingenious  author  obferves, 
“ Hand  neceJJ'unt  gft  iit  ab  ignibus  fubterranies  calidi 
fontes  enafeuntur,  fed  arte  ncje  tantum  fufjicit  titi,  quia 
paciiciffimi',  vel  poiius  nemine  datum  eft  juhfiantialit'^ry 
et  realiter  intelligere  quod  inf eriore  condidit  natura  an- 
gidcd' — It  is  not  netcffiiy  for  ,us  to  ufe  natural 
warm  mineral  waters,  hut  artificials  becaule'ic 
is  in  the  power  of  very  few,  or  rather  of  none,  to 
underhand  truly  what  nature  has  concealed  undci- 
ground  ” But  as  the  fubjet^l  at  prd’ent  in  view  ig 
to  publifli  the  importance  of  my  operations,  con_ 
cerning  which  1 have  fufFiciently  expatiated  I fhali 
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fay  norhing  more  on  the  uncertain  and  variable  quali- 
ties ot  mineral  voalers ; fubjoining  only  an  obier- 
vation  on  my  machine^  for  pumping  on  any  parcicu- 
iar  part  ot  the  body,  above  or  under  water,  which  is 
i'o  conveniently  conftrudted,  that  the  quantity  of  the 
falling  water  is  at  plealurc  increafed  or  diminiflied, 
with,  or  without  leffening,  or  increafing  its  force;  in 
fliort,  it  may  be  brought  from  the  fmalleft  drop,  or 
Itream,  to  a full  quantity  and  ftrength  of  a fire  engine; 
and  lo  viceverfa,  without  any  additional  infirument  or 
trouble. — The  waters  are  likewife  impregnated  with 
medical  fubftances,  and  heated  to  a degree  luitable  to 
the  patient’s  conllitution,  hisdilorder,  and  part  affec- 
ted ; and  great  care  and  precaution  is  taken  in  this,  as 
well  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  other  operations,  in 
order  to  avoid  every  inco.iveniency,  and  to  render  the 
application  of  them  effedlual,  in  the  cure  of  thofe 
complaints  which  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

Idle  reader  mult  take  notice  that  I never  pofi* 
tively  promife  to  cure  any  body,  but  only  under-  ■ 
take  luch  Patients  in  whont  I think  there  is  a ra- 
tional probability  of  fuccefs;  Phyficlans  that  have 
their  honour  at  heart,  ought  fo  to  do,  bccaulc  tb.e 
art  of  Phyfic  is  conjedtura',  and  very  often  do  not 
correfpond,  cither  to  conjecture  or  experience,*  and 
now  and  then  it  happens  that  when  the  Pliyfi- 
cian  is  certain  of  a cure,  it  is  juft  the  time  he  is 
deluded;  as  Celfus  obferves,  eji  enim,  b^c  ars  con- 
je5liiralis  neque  rejpondet  ei  plerumque  non  folum  conjee- 
tura  fed  etiam  experientia^fpes  interdum  frujlratury  et 
moritur  aliqiiis  de  quo  Medicus  feciirus  primo  fait,.  — 
Thcfc  are  general  misfortunes  which  every  one  of 
the  faculty  meets  with  in  the  courle  of  their  prac- 
tice, but  more  lo  thole  who  have  only  a general 
knowledge  of  difeafes,  without  being  wdl  aq-. 
quainted  with  its  caiifes,  and  the  particular  tempera-. 

U men? 
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mcnt  of  the  patient.  There  is  too,  a natural  deficien- 
cy in  fome  Phyficians  abilities,  which  render  them 
unruccefsful  in  the  cute  of  difeafes, — for  (as'mofl . 
learned  men  agree)  the  theory  of  Phyfic  belongs 
part  to  the  memory  and  part  to  the  underftand- 
ing,  but  the  practice  to  the  imagination ; there- 
fore this  lad  is  the  faculty  mod  wanted  to  form  a di- 
agnodic  of  the  difeafes,  in  order  to  perform  a cure. 
Galen  * fays,  that  the  true  name  of  a I’hyfician  is  to 
be  the  inventor  of  the  occafion;  but  to  learn  to  know 
time,  place  and  occafion,  are  works  of  the  imagina- 
tion, becaufethat  carries  with  it  figure  and  corelpon- 
dence  ; fometimes  we  obferve  that  found  perfons,  who 
are  deeply  plunged  into  fome  fpeculation,  fee  nothing 
before  them,  nor  hear,  though  they  are  called,  nor 
tide  meat  favorv  or  unfavorv,  thoup-h  in  their 
mouths,  wherefore  it  is  certain  that  the  imagination 
form  the  judgment  and  notice  of  particulars,  and 
not  the  nnderdanding  or  outward  fenfes;  then  it 
follows  that  the  Phylician'  who  is  expert  in  theory 
will  be  an  ill  pradfioner,  inafmuch  as  his  imagina- 
tion will  be  lame,  and  fo  vice  verfeu  Htnce  Htiar'tes 
obferves,  ‘‘  that  this  is  the  very  reafon  why  none  are 
fo  confummatc  in  Phyfic  as  not  to  fail  in  their  per- 
formances; it  is  needful  to  know  the  whole  art, 
and  to  have  a good  imagination  to  reduce  the  fame 
to  pradlice;  but  flays  he)  thefe  two  things  are  in- 
compatible. Phyficians  cannot  cure  every  difeafe 
otherwile,  as  Areteus  fays,  “ they  would  be 

more  tha''*.  Gods  ; — Mgroti  omnes  non  pojUiint  : 

Medicus  emni  Deorum  potentiam  anteiret ; when  we 
do  our  bed  endeavour  to  cure  our  Patients,  we 
have  fully  done  our  duty.  I hope  the  reader 


♦ Epid.  p.  5,  com.  i. 
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will  excufe  this  deviation  from  the  main  po!nt> 
as  it  tends  to  fhew  the  imprudence  of  tbofe  that  ar^ 
too  rajh^  and  abfolute  in  their  prognofiication. 

What  I have  laid  in  thde  two  antecedent  pages 
fhould  not  dilcourage  any  body  to  procure  a re- 
medy for  their  relpeftive  nlaladies,  wherever  they 
can  meet  with  one.  I am  of  opinion,  that  my  ap- 
paratus of  Medicated  veaters,  vapourous  and  dry  baths, 
pumps,  moijt  and  dry  fumigations,  frictions,  &c.  will 
not  be  deemed  an  objedt  unworthy  ot  their  atten- 
tion tor  the  purpofe,  becaufe  whoever  ftridUy  confi- 
der  the  caufes  of  health  and  ficknefs  the  inore  reafon 
they  will  find  to  be  fatisfied  with,  and  to  acquiefce  in^ 
the  jyftem  here  laid  down-,  Dy  this  many  obftinateand 
defperate  complaints  have  been  cured,  and  the  polTibi- 
Jity  of  charging  the  fluids  (by  external  applications) 
with  fuch  particles  as  are  fit  to  prevent  difeafes, 
and  repair  difordered  conflitutions,  plainly  piovcd. 

Any  leafon  ot  the  year,  whenever  we  become 
fick,  is  proper  for  the  ufe  of  my  operations,  as 
they  are  heated  and  medicated  according  to  the 
Patient’s  conftitution,  dileale,  and  flate  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  which  1 hope  will  be  found  as  falutary, 
as  they  are  rational,  if  adopted  before  the  fiamina 
i'it<£  are  deftroyed;  therefore  Patients  ought  to  re- 
pair in  time  to  reap  the  benefit  of  a remedy  equally 
pleafant  and  efficacious. 

Principiis  objial  fero  medicina  paratur 
Cum  mala  per  longas  invaluere  moras. 

Wifely  at  firfl:  oppofe  the  growing  ill. 

Which  long  negledfed  baffles  all  our  Ikilh 
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I have  thus  collefted 'together,  a great  number  of 
opinions  of  d;fferent  authors^  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern, in  fupport  of  my  pra6lict,  with  no  other  vic\v 
than  that  ot  preventing  the  artful  infinuations  of 
fomc  defigning  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  taking 
tffedt  on  the  minds  of  thofe  perlons,  who  are  eajUy 
impofed  on  by  their  theory^  which  often  eontradt^s  their 
practice. — It  is  not  a new  thing  to  hear  tcveral  phy- 
ficians,  when  they  are  coniulted  by  the  afilKfted,  on 
the  efficacy  of  my  operations,  to  tell  them,  they  are 
not  goody  but  hurtful  to  their  complaint  aiid  even  if 
they  could  be  of  jervice  in  one  fenfCy  they  would  be  in- 
jurious in  another^  becaufe  they  weaken  the  conflitution 
very  much  falthough  the  reverfe  is  the  confe- 
quence) ; but  if  undeniable  facts  of  their  ialuraiy  and 
health-relloring  efficacy  are  laid  before  them,  they 
fay,  that  my  IVater  and  Vapour  Baths,  Fumi^atiomy 
Pu-mpSy  C9V.  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to  them  •,  uut  as 
to  their  being  impregnated  with  medicinal  fubjiances,  it 
is  of  no  importance  to  forward  a cure  \ and  that  mere 
fimple  water  will  have  the  fame  effePt^. — It  iuch  are 
the  means  they  take  to  depreciate  the  merits  of 
my  jnedicinal  h.w\\s,\  if  thele  are  their  arguments,  by 
which  the  afflicted  are  deprived  of  the  lalutary  ef- 
ftdfs  of  my  operations ! 2,\ntv  they  themfelves  recom- 
■mcivd  their  patients  to  medicate  waters  and  vapours 
ot’  various  fubltances,  as  their  iajl  anchor  of  hope,  for 
the  cure  of  different  dif  ai'es ! after  tltcir  lending 
them  to  bathe  at  Bath,  Harrowgale,  and  other  waters, 
At  home  and  abroad  I vvhat  mult  the  public  think  of 
Inch  duplicity  ? for  what  reafon  do  they  lend  tlieir 
patients  wandering  from  place  to  place,  at  a great 


* Vitl^  chap,  ii,  [page  14,  and  :5. 


ex pence 


( 37  ) 

I 

expence  and  fatigue,  to  bathe  in  medicinal  waters, 
for  the  recovery  of  health,  when  they  can  have 
fimple  water  at  home,  which,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine they  promulgate,  is  equally  efficacious  to  the 
mod  falutary  natural  medicinal  fprings  yet  difcover- 
ed  ? The  publications  of  thefe  Gentlemen  on  this 
fubjed,  and  their  converfation  to  thofe  who  confult 
them,  differ  greatly  one  from  the  other  ; and  with- 
out any  fcruple  of  confcience,  we  may  declare  they 
have  more  faces  than  Janus.  This  fpecie  of  medical 
tribe  ought  to  be  diftinguiffied  from  thofe  Gentle- 
men of  the  Faculty,  who  arc  more  ingenuous  and 
friendly  to  mankind. 

In  the  foregoing  J have  promifcuoufly  touched  on 
the  falutary  effedls  of  my  operations  in  various  com- 
plaints; but  the  three  following  Chapters,  will  be 
on  particular  difeafcs,  viz.  the  Scurvy,  Dropfy,  and 
Venereal,  for  which  diforders,  from  the  numberlcfs 
defperate  cafes  cured  by  means  of  my  Baths,  when 
all  other  methods  had  been  tried  in  vain,  feem  to 
prom  fe  more  fuccefs  than  any  remedy  yet  difeovered. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


rp  HE  fcurvy  being  reckoned  an  univerfal  malad'y 

I in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  northern 
countries,  it  is  neceffary  wc  fliould  take  notice 
of  its  canfes,  fymptoms,  and  method  of  cure. 

This  difeafe  is  either  hereditary,  or  acquired 
from  the  moiftnefs  or  coldnefs  of  the  climate,  from 
the  faltnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  and  grolfnefs  of 
the  food,  from  the  want  of  a fufficient  degree  of 
cold  to  brace  and  of  heat  to  diffolve,  or  what- 
ever it  proceeds  from  rdl  thefe,  and  other  fimilar 
caufes,  commonly  manifeifs  itfelf  by  fome  of  the 
following  fymptoms: 

1.  A preternatural  lazinefs,  a fpontaneous  laffi- 
tnde,  with  pains  in  all  the  mufcles,  elpccially  in 
thofe  of  the  legs  and  loins,  and  a difficulty  of 
walking;  when  the  patient  awakes  in  the  morning, 
his  joints  and  mufcles  feem  to  be  fifed  and 
brui  fed. 

2.  The  refpiration  is  difficult  upon  the  fmalldl 
motion  •,  there  is  an  appearing  and  difappearing 
humour  of  the  legs,  on  which  appear  brown, 
yellow,  and  violet  coloured  fpots ; the  gums  fwell 
and  grow  painful,  hot  and  itchy,  and  bleed  upon 
the  leafl  preflure  ; the  teeth  become  looic,  and  the 
patient  feels  pains  in  all  the  external  and  internal 
parts  of  his  body, 

3.  The  gums  grow  putrid;  when  inflamed,  dif- 
charge  blood,  and  are  at  lafl  feized  with  a gan- 
grene; the  loofc  teeth  by  degrees  grow  yellow, 
black  and  rotten  ; the  annuli  adjacent  to  the 
rc:nin<£  becomes  varicous;  there  are  often  fatal  he- 
morrhages, which  break  out  from  the  external 
ikin,  without  any  appearance  of  a wound,  as  alfo 
from  the  lips,  gums,  mouth,  uofe,  lungs,  ilo- 
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inach,  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  intcftines,  womb, 
kidnies,  &c.  There  are  found  every  where,  but 
efpecially  in  the  legs,  wandering  ulcers,  fo  obfti- 
nate  as  to  yield  to  no  application,  which  are  apt  to  ' 

' turn  into  a gangrene.  The  patient  is  alfo  afliidted 
with  an  itch,  Icurf  of  the  lldn,  a dry  and  mild 
leprofy,  the  fibrous  part  of  the  blood  taken  from 
the  veins,  is  black,  grumousand  thick,  though 
not  compadf  ; its  ferum  is  faline,  acid;  Jharp,  and 
oorrofive  ; there  are  corroding  and  lancinating  pains 
fhifting  from  place  to  place,  which  foon  terminate 
and  increafe,  but  are  more  violent  at  night. 

4.  There  are  fevers  of  various  kinds,  which 
. bring  on  an  athrophy;  the  patient  is  fubjedt  to 
vomiting,  diarrhoeas,  diffenterics,  fevere  ftrangua- 
ries,  deliriums,  anxieties,  which  frequently  prove 
mortal  ; to  a dropfy,  confumption,  melancholy 
convulfions,  palfy,  contradlions,  black  fpots,  vo- 
miting and  purging  of  blood,  a putrefaftion  and ' 
confumption  of  the  liver,  Ipleen,  pancreas,  me- 
fentery,  than  the  contagion  fpreads  very  quick 
and  a painful  death  puts  an  end  to  the  patient’s 
life. — Such  is  the  catalogue  of  the  progrefTive 
fymptoms  that  proceeds  from  the  feurvy,  laid  down 
by  phyfical  authors. 

Amongfl  the  principal  caufes  of  this  difeafe,  ^ 
we  may  renumerate  a cold  moil^,  and  a warm 
moift  climate,  a laline  moift  air,  too  long  ul'e 
of  fait  provifions,  and  the  inftability  of  the 
weather.  Becaufe,  if  w'e  obferve  the  inhabi- 
tants of  other  climates,  contrary  to  the  above- 
mentioned,  are  very  little,  or  not  at  all  infected  by 
this  difordcr,  bccaufe  there  is  heat  enough  to 
exalt  and  difpcrfe  the  grofs,  and  offenfive  va- 
pours, and,  at  jumper  feafons,  cold  enough  to  con- 
denfe  and  precipitate  them;  but  here  they  are 
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floating  In  the  air,  which  we  conftantly  breath  and 
imbibe  through  the  whole  furface  of  our  body  j 
then  the  clafticity  of  the  fibres  is  loft,  obftru£tions 
follow,  and  other  fvmptoms  of  the  fciirvy.  Moift 
air  makes  vifeid  blood,  and  faiine  air  inflames  this 
vlfcid  blood,  from  which  proceed  broken  capil- 
laries, extra valated  blood,  ipots  of  different  co- 
lours, ulcers  and  many  other  fcorbiitic  cflects. 
All  the  humours  of  the  human  body  arc  apparently 
faiine,  though  none  of  them  are  fait  itfelf.  The  too 
,long  life  of  fait  provifions  increaics  too  much  this 
active  hiflrument  of  nature,  and  difpofes  the  body 
to  putrefadion.  We  know  that  fait  adts  only 
when  it  is  difli)lved,  and  then  becomes  itfelf  a 
very  great  dilfolvcnt.  Chvmifls  commonly  agree, 
that  no  Ipirit,  or  fait,  whether  acid  or  alkali,  afledts 
gold,  unlefs  it  has  a mixture  of  common  or  fea 
I'alt,  which  makes  many  compofitions  fo  powerful 
and  adtive,  fo  corrofive  and  dcflrudtive  to  animal 
bodies.  The  falts  and  oils  (fays  Boerhaave*)  taken 
into  the  blood,  and  mixed  with  the  juices,  are  kept 
in  the  body  fo  long  as  they  remain  benign  and 
friendly  to  it,  but  if  they  begin  to  putrify,  are  either 
Immediately  thrown  ofl',  as  appears  by  the  lharpnefs 
and  foetid  feent  of  the  urine,  fweat,  fseces,  ^c.  or  if 
detained,  excite  grievous  diflempers,  that  mufl  of 
iiecdlitv  foon  end  in  the  death  of  the  animal. 

Sir  John  Pringle  finds  fea-falt  to  be  an  haflener 
of  pucrefidtions,  where  he  fays,  “ It  being  fo  long 
an  eftabliihed  opinion,  that  fait  rcfifts  piurefadlions 
with  a pov/er  proportioned  to  its  quantity,  I did 
not  therefore  rely  on  my  firft  tiral,  but  often  re- 
peated that  experiment  which  contradicted  this 

* In  his  Chyinical  Hiftory  of  putrefactions. 

§ In  his  twenty-fifth  Experiment  upon  Septlcs,  See. 
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maxim,  and  I ftill  found  that  two  drachms  of  frefh 
beef,  with  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  grains  of  fea  fair,  and 
two  ounces  of  water,  putrified  fooner  then  the  Jci7ne 
quantity  of  JleJJj  infufed  •with  water  only.'" — Therefore 
I think,  that  an  unnecefTary  quantity  of  fea  fait  in 
our  conftitution  may  be  deemed  a principal  caufc  of 
the  Icurvy. 

Here  avails  very  little  the  aficrtion  of  thofe,  who 
tell  us, — that  the  fait  which  is  in  the  ocean,  pre- 
vents its  growing  foetid,  and  putrifying — 1 hat  fea 
water  was  defigncd  to  be  a kind  of  common  defence 
againfl  corruption  and  purrefadtion  of  bodies — That 
in  thofe  regions  where  the  heat  of  the  fun  is  greatefl, 
and  confequently  more  apt  to  corrupt  the  fluids,  the 
fea  is  faltett. 

In  my  humble  opinion  thefe  are  very  weak  argu- 
ments, eafy  to  be  confuted  by  the  follow-ing  ob- 
fervations : ift.  It  is  will  known  that  in  this  world 
there  are  a great  many  rivers,  and  Jakes,  whofe 
waters  have  not  any  lenfible  degree  of  faknefs  in 
them  diftinguifhable  by  the  tafte,  and  yet  are  pre- 
ferved  from  corruption  and  putrefadlion.  But  wa- 
ter, expofed  to  the  air  by  long  ftanding  flill, 
will  corrupt  and  putrify,  which  corruption  and 
putrefaffion  arc  tlie  confequences  of  llagnation. 
The  fame  happens  when  the  blood  or  other 
juices  fbignate  in  any  part  of  the  body,  and 
are  no  k-nger  agitated  by  the  force  of  circulation, 
they  will  coagulate,  then  foon  begin  to  refolve,  ami 
at  length  to  putrify  ; in  this  chynifCal  operation  of 
nature,  the  animal  lak  becomes  volatile,  alkaline, 
fiiarp  and  corroflve,  and  the  patient’s  life  is  endangered 
by  a gangrene,  mortification,  apoplexy,  (ifc. 
3d.  1 hat  lea  fait  is  not  a defence  againfl  corrup- 
tion and  putrefaction,  the  learned  Sir  John  Pringle 
has  proved  to  a demonflration,  in  his  experiments 

already 
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jjlready  defcrlbed. It  is  alfo  to  our  prefent 

purpoie  to  oblerve,  that  a fokuion  of  ka-falt  in 
water,  though  it  caufes  no  change  of  colour  in  the 
ferum  of  the  blood  when  mixed  with  it,  yet  dif- 
iolves  its  texture. '•jr  The  fca  is  certainly  faked:  where 
there  is  mod:  hear,  but  not  where  there  is  mofb  cor- 
ruption, becaufe  the  heat  of  the  fun  elevates  more 
watery  then  faline  particles  in  the  air. 

As  we  are  treating  of  the  bad  cffefls  that  fea-falt 
and  fea-water  produce  in  our  conftitutions,  when 
improperly  applied;  1 hope  the  infertion  of  the 
following  cafes,  taken  from  Dr.  RudcH’s  Epillolary 
Didfertation  to  Dr.  Frewin,  will  not  be  deemed  an 
improper  help  to  prove  our  argument. 

I.  A gentlemen,  aged  thirty-dx,  vvas  fent  me  as  a 
patient  from  an  eminent  phydeian  in  London.  He 
had  a large  humid  fpreading  herpes'^'  upon  the  arm, 
as  alfo  fcorbutic  eruptions  in  fpots  all  over  the  body. 
When  he  got  down  to  the  fea,  he  entered  upon  fea- 
bathing  immediately  and  drank  the  fea  water,  bur, 
upon  going  in  to  the  fea,  the  eruptions  were  not 
only  much  raifed,  but  became  more  general,  and  the 
itching  intollerable  ; his  cloaths  fticking  to  the  parts 
almoft  every  where. 

II.  A woman  upon  the  ceadng  of  \\\^  7-nenfes^  had 
a return  of  a humid  kpra^  which  had  left  her  from 
tlie  time  of  puberty,  or  at  rhe*firft  breaking  down 
of  the  menfes  till  then.  I'his  was  one  of  the  moil 
general  cafes  I ever  faw  of  the  kind,  anrl  had  hem 
increafir,g  by  iraprudent^  and  untimely  jea-hathing  •,  the 
falt-watcr  having  irritated  the  fore  pans:  the  itching 

in 


t Vide  Boerhaave’s  115th  Procefs  upon  Animals. 

A cutaneous  inflammation  like  millet  feed  upon  the  fi4iii ; 
the  humour  in  this  inflammation  fometimes  is  lo  coirofivc  as 
to  form  little  uiurs. 
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in  this  cafe  was  lb  intollerable,  that  it  had  almoft 
worn  out  the  patient  tor  want  of  reft  ; and  ihe  was 
hardly  able  to  wear  any  cloaths. 

III.  A.  man  aged  twenty,  came  to  me  with  fuch 
an  ouzing  from  the  cutaneous  glands,  that  ic  wen 
through  his  breeches  as  he  fat  upon  his  chair.  The 
fluxion  was  To  great,,  that  I conceived  hopes  of  reft  rain- 
ing it  only  bj  making  revolutions  with  turpeth  mine- 
vomits,  and  by  calomel,  ‘with  his  fea-zvater* * * § t 

but  this  rough  method  would  not  do  by  any  means  •, 
ic  irritated  lb  much,  that. he  grew  infinitely  worle.  The 
eruptions  became  now  almoft  general  j he  could  hard- 
ly bear  any  cloaths  on  •,  his  hands  and  feet  grew  in- 
crufted,  as  did  his  ears,  and  he  was  one  ol  the  moft 
afflidted  patients  I ever  faw'-f. 

Either  vegetables  or  animals  will  not  putrify  in 
vacuo,  but  is  neccfifiry  for  the  performance  "of 
this  operation  ; air  has  alwa}S  a kind  of  fea  fnlt  in  it, 
therefore  I am  apt  to  think  that  fea  fait  is  an  ingre-, 
dient' qualified  to  help  putfefadlion.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal forts  of  this  effluvia  in  the  atmolphere,  (fays 
Boyle,^)  I take  to  be  [aline,  which  float  varioufly 
among  the  reft  in  that  vaft  ocean  i lor  they  feeni 


* None  of  my  patients  ever  experienced  fuch  kind  of  treat- 

ment from  my  hands,  being  fufEciently  acquainted  with 
chymiftry  to  know  the  pernicious  confequenccs  that  often 
attend  thofe  perfons,  who  have  the  misfortune  to  cake  falt- 
Water  w’ith  mercurials.  The  fait  adds  a corrohve  quality 
to  the  mercury  and  alters  its  very  nature,  which  renders  it 
corrofive  and  deftructive  to  the  human  body. 

f The  author  of  thefe  three  fcorbutic  cafes,  in  order  to 
appeafe  the  difeafeand  relieve  his  patient,  was  obliged  to  have 
recouiTe  to  artificial  tepid  emollient  baths,  and  to  fome  mild 
internal  medicines ; divers  forms  of  fuch  badis  (fays  he)  might 
be  contrived  by  phyficians  with  great  ad  cantnge^  as  particular 
cafc§  rpquire. 

§ in  his  Hiftory  of  Air, 
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not  to  be  equally  mixed  therein,  but  arc  to  be 
found  of  different  kinds,  in  different  quantities 
and  places,  at  different  feafons.  Nor  is  this  the 
only  means  whereby  the  air  may  be  impregnated 
*ivith  faline  parlicles  \ for  the  action  of  the  lun 
upon  the  fuperhcial  part  of  the  earth  and  fea,  will 
alone  fupply  that  huid  with  fwarms  of  them  — 
Among  the  various  forts  of  particles  wherewith 
the  atmolphere  is  replete,  fome,  fays  he,  may  be 
fo  fmall  and  jo  conveniently  hiaped  as  to  enter  the 
numerous  orifices  of  the  minute  glandules  of  the 
Jkin^  or  at  other  pores  thereof’, — lie  further  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  does  rot  appear  that  inland  countries 
abound  with  corrojive  fait,  hnce  the  bars  and  cafe- 
ments  of  windows  will  not  thereby  be  greatly  im- 
paired by  ruff  after  they  have  endured  the  weather 
for  twenty  years,  from  whence  he  conjedlures,  that 
\\\^  kind  of  fall  whereby  this  diffolution  is  affedted, 
proceeds  from  fea  vapours.  Water  ffagnared,  not 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  deprieved  of  its  fait  by 
diffillation,  will  not  putrity  if  it  is  kept  ever  to 
long,  but  remain  pure  and  very  good.  Boerbaare^ 
in  his  theory  of  chymiffry,  has  the  following  paf- 
fage,  “ A Roman  chymiff  ihuting  up  a quantity  of 
pure  water  in  a veffel  fealed  hermetically,  Schottus; 
who  faw  it  in  Kirchers  Mufeum,  after  it  had  been 
kept  upwards  of  fifty  years,  affirms,  that  it  ffill  re- 
mained clear  and  pure,  and  ffootl  * to  the  fame 
height  in  the  veffel  as  at  firff,  and  had  not  the  leatl 
fediment  at  the  bottom.  Tiielc  rational  aro;uments 
and  well  atteffed  fadls  plainly  prove,  that  lea  fait, 
fea  water,  fait  provifion,  and  Oline  effluvia,  to 
be  amongft  the  principal  caufes  of  the  feurvy  in 
this  country. 

The  inffabillty  of  the  climate,  and  a cold,  may  alfo 
give  feirth  to  the  feurvy — bccaufe,  if  we  oblerve  a 
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fudden  chano;e  from  heat  to  cold,  or  goin"  Into  a 
cold  place  when  we  are  in  a fweat,  produces  vio- 
lent conitipation  by  concrac^ling  and  clofing  up  the 
mouth  ot  the  capillary  vellels,  lb  as  to  prevent  the 
exhalation  of  perlpirable  matter,  which  when  it  be- 
comes obltrufted  and  ftagnated,  will  putrify,  and 
render  the  juices  of  bodies  alkalefcent,  ichorous, 
and  corrofive,  from  whence  the  word;  fcorbutic 
fymptoms  proceed. 

Mercurial  falivaiion  may  likewife  be  principally 
concerned  in  the  frodu^Uon  of  this  difeafe,  Boer- 
baave  lays,  “ that  the  medicinal  virtues  of  Mercury  ' 
feems  owing  to  its  great  fpecific  gravity,  and  the 
particular  fmallnds  and  configuration  of  its  parts. 

On  this  account  it  is  more  penetrative,  and  dilToives  i 
the  texture  of  the  blood  and  juices. — and  for  the 
ftme  rcafon  it  is,  that  it  fo  luddenly  brings  on  \ 

a degree  of  putrefaBion  of  the  humours,  as  we 
find  in  a falivaiion-,  for  by  thus  breaking  the 
texture  of  the  Iluids,  and  lometimes  of  the  iblids 
likewile,  it  fo  attenuates  and  relolves  them 'as  to  make 
them  fcettdy  Leake  * oblerves  “ that  every  degree  of  i 
putrefaction  is  followed  with  a proportional  degree  of 
refolution  in  the  fluids,  and  a fuitable  relaxation  and 
decav  of  the  lolids,  tho’ ever  fo  inlenfibie*,  and  fince 
the  blood  is  thoroughly  melted  down,  ani  the  I'olid  fibres  i 
over-ftraiiied  and  walled  by  a falivaiion,  it  may  without 
doubt,  be  looked  upon  as  a caule  powerfully  difpoftng  ! 
the  patient  to  [curvy,  for  it  evidently  tends  to 
promote  the  fame  proeds  as  that  of  putrefadion  ^ 

Itfelf;  this  may  probably  be  deemed  a fubfiantial  | 

reafon,  not  only  why  the  feurvy  fo  often  recurs  - 

after  a falivaticn,  but  alfo  why  the  fmalldl  por- 

tions of  mercury  are  fo  extremely  pernicious  in  this 


* In  ins  refiedions  on  the  improper  ufe  of  Mercury. 
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dtfeafe.  In  luch  a cafe,  the  mercury  will  not  only 
farther  break  down  the  texture  of  the  blood,  already 
fo  much  deftroved*  but  will  alfo  exhalt  that  degree  of 
putrefaction  which  before  cxifted  in  it  from  the  fcor- 
butic  caul'e.”  Lind  too  has  taken  notice,  that  thole 
who  have  undergone  a falivaticn,  are  of  all  others 
the  molt  fubjed  to  the  Jcurvy. 

Though  the  humours  of  fcorbutic  perfons  are 
commonly  alcalefcent^  I fhali  notamufc  my  reader 
with  an  acid  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint.  1 have 
had  feveral  patients  under  my  care,  and  have  ob- 
ferved  many  more  under  the  care  of  other  phyficians, 
whole  fluids  manifeited  the  ftrongefl:  proof  of  an  al- 
kaline nature;  yet  many  ot  them  grew  fenfibly  worfe 
by  the  ufe  of  acid  medicines.  This  general  rule,  ccn~ 
trana  contrariis  curantur^  has  fome  exception:  be- 

caufe  we  Ihould  conflder  how  widely  the  chemical 
operations  of  nature  differ  when  performed  on  liv- 
ing animals,  to  what  they  do  on  dead  bodies:  be- 
fides  medicines  only  aCt  on  the  animals  according 
to  the  different  quality  and  difpofition  of  the  fluids 
they  are  made  with  in  the  body.  Hence  GaleUy 
whely  faid*,  five  purgam  dederis,  five  vomitorium^ 
ifc.  prima  exhibitio  in  tua  poteftate  ef^  reliqua  fibi 
fortuna  vindicate  Whether  you  give  a purge,  a 
vomit,  or  any  other  phyfle,  the  adminiflration  of  it 
is  in  your  own  power,  but  the  confequence  muff  be 
left  to  fortune. 

Pitcarin.,  in  his  dilfertation  concerning  the  efftds  of 
acids  and  alkalies,  obferves,  that  mofl;  of  the  writers  of 
the  lafl;  age,  who  were  then  effeemed,  have  affirmed, 
that  mofl  diftempers  did  arife  from  an  acid  body  flow- 
ing in  our  blood.  Some  others  of  late,  have  affirmed, 
that  all  diflempers  are  occafloned  by  too  great  an 
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influx  of  an  alkaline  body,  or  too  great  plenty  of  ' 
humour.  Ignorance  (fays  he')  and  lazinefs,  befidc 
an  eager  defire  of  gain  and  fame,  produced  thefe' 
lefts;  tor  it  was  eafy  to  inculcate  the  common  no- 
tions of  acids  and  alkalies^  and  with  thefe  two  hard 
and  founding  words,  to  gain  the  applaufe  of  the 
people  ; he  further  obferves,  that  the  vegetables 
which  we  eat,  how  full  foever  of  acid  they  are, 
yet  they  are  loon  changed  into  alkalies  by  the 
aftion  of  the  ftomach,  lungs,  and  heart,  which 
caufe  the  circulation  of  our  fluids;  therefore  acids 
are  lb  far  from  caufing  or  curing  diftempers,  and 
of  deftroying  the  alkalic  fait  of  the  blood,  that 
acids  received  into  the  blood,  do  rather  beget  an  al- 
kaline humour d'  Volatile,  alkaline  fait  of  urine, 
blood,  bones,  air,  &c.  will  imbibe  almofl  twice  its 
own  quantity,  of  any  known  acid*.  Though  it  is  a 
received  opinion  that  there  is  not  any  animal  acid 
to  be  found  in  animal  bodies;  yet,  from  this,  it  docs 
not  follow,  that  a veg-etable  or  mineral  acid  mav 
not  be  found  to  exill  in  animal  bodies,  and  to  be 
prejudicial  to  them  as  well  as  alkalies.  I am  fenh- 
ble,  fays  Boerhaave,  in  his  1 15th  Experiment  on 
the  Phccnomena  of  the  Blood,  that  acid  falts  do  not 
coagulate  the  blood,  merely  on  account  of  their  aci- 
dity, but  by  their  aiillerity  or  conftringing  power*, 
that  the  adminiftration  of  acid  may  frequently 
prove  prejudicial,  by  encreafing  the  lentor  and  vil- 
cidity  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  caufing  obftruc-  , 
tions  in  the  fmaller  velTels ; and  in  his  79th  Procefs 
upon  Animals,  obferves,  that  if  milk  fiiould  be 
taken  by  perfons  whofe  bodies  abound  with  acids, 
it  will  coagulate  *,  that  is  to  lay,  the  milk  will  be  fe- 

* Vide  Boerhaave’s  109th  Procefs  upon  Animals 
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paratcd  into  a thin  Icrous  fluid  and  a ftrong  coagu- 
lum,  which  turning  grumous,  may  caul'e  ohJlru5ii- 
ons  in  the  vifeera,  while  (lays  he)  it  cealcs  to  be 
mixed  and  diluted  with  the  Icrum  ; that  inftead  of 
performing  this  office,  may  now  go  away  in  a foetid 
fweat,  leaving  the  body weak  \ apd 
this  unheeded  caufe  may  give  birth  to  a pale  com- 
plexion^  a cacochymia^  and  to  other  various  chronic  di- 
Jeafes.  The  laid  author  farther  takes  notice=^, 
that  in  any  difealed  ftate  of  body,  the  urine  or  other 
humours  may  change  from  what  they  naturally  were, 
and  become  either  alkaline^  as  in  burning  fevers,  near 
the  point  of  death,  &c.  cr  acid,  as  in  in  pallor  virgi- 
mm,  childrens  difeafes,  &c.  By  what  has  been 
faid,  it  may  ealily  be  concluded,  that  alkalies 
liquify  and  acids  coagulate  the  blood  and  other 
juices,  both  may  co-operate  together  or  feparately, 
m the  produ6lion  of  the  feurvy,  and  alfo  for  the  cure 
of  it. 

Obflruflions  feem  to  be  reckoned  as  the  principal 
fources  or  effeefs  of  the  feurvy  ; and  to  this  molt  phy- 
ficians  agree.  Van  Swieten,  in  his  Commentaries  on 
Boerhaave' % Aph.  obferves,  that  all  the  tundtions  de- 
pend on  a free  palTage  of  the  fluids  through  the  veflels ; 
but  an  obJtru5Hon,  when  formed,  and  interrupting  the 
free  palfiige,  is  capable  of  difordering  all  the  fu7i£lV 
ons  in  general,  and  every  dijiinbi  fun^ion  in  particular  \ 
and  as  a difordered  fundlion  is  a difeafe,  there  may 
therefore  as  mary  difeafes  proceed  from  an  objirudlion, 
as  there  are  fundlions  to  be  difordered.  Many  arc  the 
caufes,  as  elfewhcre  has  been  obfe-rved,  that  pro- 
duce obftrudlions,  but  the  ways  of  removing  them 
are  not  fo  numerous,  efpecially  in  ihofc  that  con- 
ftitute  the  feurvy. 


To 


♦ In  his  Chemical  Hiftory  of  Urine, 


( 49  ) 

To  prove  that  this  difeafe  was  known,  iho'Jgh 
very  feldom  felt^  by  the  ancients  (owing  to  their 
ihing  the  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths)  it  is  neceffary 
for  me  to  take  notice  of  a palfage  in'Hippocratcs*, 
who  dcicribes  the  fcurvy  under  the  name  of  the  di- 
feafe  of  the  fpleen,  in  the  following  manner  ; “ The 
perfon  vvho  is  fciled  with  this  diforder,  has  his  abdo- 
men inflated,  and  his  fpleen  becomes  tumid,  hard, 
and  afiiictcd  with  acute  pains.  The  colour  of  the 
face  becomes  black  or  pale,  and  pimples  refem- 
bling  nodfurnal  puftules,  appear  on  the  legs;  the 
, limbs  are  extenuated,  and  the  patient  is  coitivef’— ^ 
Pliny  § confifms  it,  as  follows:  “When  Ctefar’s 
army  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  RJmie  in  Germany^ 
by  their  drinking  infilutary  waters,  luppofed  to  be 
contaminated  by  fomefpells,  there  appeared  amongft  i 
them  two  new  diforders  ; one  of  which  being  a pu- 
trid and  fcKtid  diforder  of  the  mouth,  they  called, 
by  means  of  v/hich,  in  tw'O  years  time,  all 
the  teeth  dropt  out;  whillf  the  other  fo  injured  the 
nerves  of  the  legs,  as  to  loofen  the  joints  of  the 
knees,  and  velicate  the  legs  ; from  which  it  got  the 
name  of  oxEX'tyffSn.jj 

I'o  cure  this  dileale,  fays  Boerhaave\,  we  inuft  ren- 
tier moveable  that  which  is  Ifagnant;  and  fluid,  that 
which  is  coagulated  •,  we  rniUt  attenuate  what  is  too 
thick,  and  give  a proper  confiftence  to  that  which 
is  too  chin  •,  and  likewife,  what  is  fharp  and  corrofive 
mu  ft  be  reduced  mild  and  inoffenfive. 

* Oe  internis  Affeclibus. 

§ Hiifor.  Natural,  lib.  25,  cap.  •:>. 

j|  ] have  cited  thefe  remarks,  to  fliew,  that  the  antients 
had  forne  operation  fimilar  to  mine^  wlr.ch  kept  them  from  the 
Scurvv,  aud  not,  as  fome  would  have  us  believe,  bccaufe,  at 
that  time,  no  fuch  fymptoms  were  known,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, if  the  difeafe  did  not  cxift  in  Engla.nd  before  the  time  of 
CiEl'ar,  it  was  then  brought  over. 

X In  his  1156  and  1157th  Aphor, 

if 
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' Morgan^  in  iiis  mechanical  pra61ice  cf  phyfic,  fayf, 
“ I'he  fcwvy  may  be  ciiitinguiflied  into  hot  and 
cold,  and  intoeffuicnt  and  external,  and  influent  and 
internal  akhqugli  thcl'e  diflindtions  have  given 
very  diilerent  names  to  a great  many  dilorders  as 
alTcdling  different  parts,  and  difcovering  tliemfelves 
under  different  lyinptoms  *,  yet  the  general  caufes 
and  method  of  cure  arc  llill  the  fame;  the  currative 
indications,  (lays  he)  are  two,  the  firll  to  attenuate 
and  diflblve  the  concreted  matter  in  the  ventricles  of 
the  glands  and  cellular  membranes  •,  the  fecend,  to  car- 
ry off  the  morbid  matter  that  is  diffolyed,  and  fitter 
for  evacuation  by  perfpiration^  fweaty  and  urine  \ for 
as  it  may  be  taken  as  a general  rule,  wliich  I liave 
always  found  true,  in  fadt,  that  thole  di'ordtrs 
(vvhich  proceed  from  the  Jairvy)  are  never  v/ell  era- 
d’cated  and  cleared  off  by  emetics  or  cathartics,  and 
fcldom  hy Jaiivation  v\ith  very  good  reafon  the  above 

cited  author  has  ohleivcd,  that  the  Icurvy  and  its 
lymptoms  are  never  well  cured'by  emetics,  cathartics 
and  falrjaticv’,  becanfc,  by  them,  the  determination 
of  the  juices  from  the  center  to  the  circumference,  is 
very  much  leffened;  by  this  retromoticn  many  di- 
Icafcs  will  be  formed  only  as  cG?ifequences  of  an  inver- 
fton  of  tliole  morbid  feerttions,  which  were  l)y  nature 
intended  and  acciijlomed  to  be  feparated  by  thfe  glands 
an(j  pores  of  the  fisin. 

7 he  method  generally  pradHfed  by  the  faculty 
very  often  proves  a^'orlive : and  Jeo-hathing  is 

equally  ufiful,  for,  in  a great  many  cafes,  it  only, 
encreafe,  inllead  of  flopping  the  progrels  of  the 
difeafe;  therefore  recoiirle  muff  be  had  to  better 
and  fafer  means- 

Phyficians  generally  agree  as  to  the  caufes  and 
fymptoms  of  the  Icurvy,  cxccjrt  fome  few,  wdio 
fufpect  the  venereal  taint  to  be  its  latent  principle. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Mufgruve  thinks  the  Devonhilrc  fcnrvy  to  be 
■d  relic  of  the  leprofy^^-;  but  they  arc  not  lo 
unanimous  in  the  treatment  of  it.  'My  method 
of  cure  is  the  judicious  preparation  and  application 
cf  artificial  medicated  water,  vapourcus^  dry  baths, 
fumigations^  fridlions,  ISc.  Cfic.  of  which  was  I 
here  to  relate  every  particular  concerning  the  va- 
rious forts  of  medicinal  fubftance,  degrees  of  hear, 
I make  ufe  of  in  preparing  them  for  differenc 
conflitutions,  feafon  of  the  year,  kind  and  date  of 
this  difeafe,  I fhould  at  leaft  treble  the  bulk  of 
this  pamphlet,  which  is  already  enlarged  more 
than  it  was  at  firfl  intended  to  be.  But  though  it  is 
matter  of  faff,  that  a very  great  number  of  per- 
fons  (many  of  them  given  over  as  incurable)  have 
been  cured  of  the  Jctirvy  and  other  different  com- 
plaints by  .ufing  fuch  operations,  underway  Fathers 
and  my  own  dirediions,  which  alone  would  be 
fuilicient  and  convincing  proofs  of  their  efficacy 
without  tlie  affiilances  of  argument,  neverthelcfs  I 
have  endeavoured  to  explain  myfelf  on  tliis  fubjed: 
io  as  to  make  experience  and  reafon  go  hand  in 
hand, 

1 fliould  think  this  little  diffiertation  on  the  Scurvy 
much  more  imperfed  then  what  it  is,  it  I was  not  to 
fubjoin  the  following  obfervations,  which,  together 
with  what  I have  already  advanced,  I flatter  my- 
h'lf,  will  prove  my  operations,  the  beft  fpecific  ever 
known  for  the  cure  of  this  and  many  other  difieafies, 

Jt  ought  to  be  fet  down  '(fays  Brook as  a 

* Berkely  obferves,  that  thofe  inhabitants  live  in  a grofs 
pnltne  air,  and  their  veffeis  being  Ids  elalbc,  are  confequent- 
]y  lefs  able  to  fubdue  and  cait  off,  what  their  bodies  as 
fponges  draw  in;  therefore  (lays  he)  one  would  be  tempted 
to  Ibrpecl;  the  air  not  a little  concerned,  dpecially  in  fuch 
A country  as  that  of  Devonjhirc. 

E 2 general 
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general  lulc  that  the  fcuwyi  the  mofl  violent  of  all 
chronic  diilcmpers,  is  not  to  be  treated  with  draflie, 
but  with  the  mod  mild  and  limple  medieines ; 
and  though  I allow  the  difference  of  falts  men- 
tioned by  phyficians,  as  the  caule  of  this  difeafe, 
yet  the  different  and  far  fetehed  corrections  of  them 
leem  to  be  ridiculous;  fince  it  is  demonftrable,  that 
the  only  and  fafeft  mechod  of  fubduing  all  morbid 
falty  is  by  proper  fluids  : this  intention  then  (fays  hej 
IS  anfwered  by  pure  and  light  fimple  water^  the 
genuine  menjlruum  and  dtjj'olvent  of  all  fails.  Bcfides 
being  a diffolvent  of  all  falts,  is  a very  lubtle  and 
penetrative  body.  licmhergf-'  is  of  opinion,  that 
water ^ enters  fuch  narrow  poi  es  of  animal  lubltances 
as  will  not  admit  air,  only  becaufe  it  moiftens’ and 
diffolves  the  glutinous  matter  of  the  fine  fibres  of 
the  membranes,  and  fo  render  then  more  pliable 
and  feparate,  which  are  things  that  the  air,  for  want 
of  a wetting  property,  cannot  do.  Neverthelefs  wa- 
ter alone  do  not  dilfolve  or  penetrate  into  unCteous 
and  greafy  bodies,  except  it  be  mixed  with  a llrong 
lixivium,  or  an  alkaly  fair,  nor  will  any  other  kind 
of  fait  anlwer  the  intention.  Sea-water,  with  all 
its  fair,  will  never  walli  cut  any  greafy  or  01I7 
impurities'!'.  But  as  we  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that 
mere  water  would  diftend  the  veffcls,  weaken  their 
claflicity,  and  produce  new  obflruCtions ; and  as  the 
correcting  or  wafliing  off  the  faknefs,  which  in  abun- 
dance exifls  in  fcorbutic  p.erfons  would  not  alone  be 
fufficient  to  perform  a cure;  we  muff  ufe  water  as  a 
diffolvent  and  correClor  of  the  faknefs,  and  as  a proper 
vehicle  to  convey  fuch  medical  fubffances  into  the 

0 

* Vide  Htjl.  dt  r Acad,  anno  1700,  page  45. 
f Vide  Boerhaave’s  Theory  of  Cliymillry. 
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patients  bodies,  according  to  the  kind  and  ftate  of 
their  dileale  and  conftitution. 

Fernel'ms  ^ thought  this  difeafe  fo  obdinate,  and  at 
the  iame  time  lo  delicate  to  deal  with,  that  he  or- 
dered the  iiie  ol  baths  to  be  perfilled  in  for  more 
than  ten  years  ; and  hlattheus  Martini  \ thinks  them 
highly  beneficial, 

ty tills ^ in  many  fcorbntic  cafes,  recommended  the 
very  lame  operations. 

Ssnnertus  ||  fays,  that  Balneum  taiiiis  corporis  adbibetur 
ad  detertionem,  cutifque  vitia.  Baths  are  uied  to 
clean  the  whole  body,  and  the  dilbrders  of  the  flcin.^ 
liiveriiis  * lays.  Poji  fiifficientem  purgationem^  Bal- 
neum aquee  tepid^  convenientijjimum  eji,  utiliter  in  • eo  , 
ccqiiuntur  her  but  refrigerant  es  \ after  the  body  has 
been  luliiciently  purged,  baths  of  the  tepid  water  are 
moft  beneficial  and  are  ufed  with  mne  advantage  when 
they  are  impregnated  with  cooling  herbs, 

Valcammer  informs  us,  that  an  hypochondriac  and 
fcorbutic  patient  was,  in  three  days  time,  perfediy 
cured,  and  recovered  his  ftrength,  by  ufing  morning 
, and  eveniqg,  a bath  of  fweet  water,  prepared  with 
emollient  hcrbs§.. 

Hofman  obferves,  that  hypochondriac  and  fcor- 
butic  patients  have  been  cured  by  ufing  baths  of 
fweet  water  prepared  with  emollient  herbs;  there  is 
nothing  (fays  he)  better  to  difculs  hard  and  painful 
tumors  of  the  legs  and  feet,  then  baths  with  brook- 
iime,  water-creffes,  I'curvy-grafs,  h.z.  frequently  ufed, 
Boerkaave,  in  the  id,  2d,  and  3d  date  of  the 
fcLirvy,  advifes  baths  and  half  baths,  impregnated 
with  antilcoibutic  herbs,  and  recommend  fridions 

I 

X Oblervat.  44..  f la  Tradat,  de  Morbis  Melenteni. 

II  Page  623,  * bib.  12,  page  26. 

§ I have  myfelf,  in  the  courfe  of  ten  days,  cured  a poor 
man  of  venereabfcorbutic  ulcers,  after  he  had  been  falivat- 
eJ  three  times. 

' very 
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very  much  : Van  S'weiten^  in  his  commentaries,  is; 
difiiik  upon  this  i'ubjeft,  the  efredls  of  which  has 
been  more  fully  explained  in  the  25th  and  26th 
p>agcs  of  this  pamphlet. 

From  the  foregoing  recapitulation  of  the  opirnons 
and  authorities  of  the  moil  eminent  phyficians,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  who  have  v/rote  on  tlie  Scurvy, 
its  caules  and  cfFedfs,  we  fee  they  recommend,  in  the 
ilrongcft  manner,  the  ule  of  operations  lornewhac 
fimilar  to  mine,  for  the  cure  of  this  dileafe ; and  I 
am  thoroughly  convinced,  from  experience  relulting 
from  a fuccefsful  practice,  that  fhe  application  of 
my_Artifici.1l  Medicinal  Baths,  Fumigations,  Frieflions, 
&c.  is  a fife  and  efficacious  remedy  to  cure  and  allevi- 
ate the  above  complaint  •,  neverthclefs,  i do  not  hold 
it  forth  to  the  public  as  an  infallible  remedy  (tho’  it  is 
often  fo)  in  hereditary  fcorbutic  cafes*,  in  a country 
where  the  very  air  acids  to  its  inveteracy,  yet  I dare 
maintain  it  to  be  th.e  mofl  falutary,  the  mofl  rational, 
tlie  eafiefl:,  and  hifefl,  tiiat  ever  was  invented,  not 
only  for  the  feurvy,  but  for  the  cure  of  almofl  eveiy 
complaint  tl’.c  human  frame  is  lubjedc  to,  provided  the  ' 
patient’s  conilitution  is  not  entirely  deihoyed,  ns  is 
often  the  cale,  when  the  malignancy  of  the  dileafe,  or 
the  unOcilf Lilnefs  of  the  phyfician,  have  brought  them 
to  the  point  of  death,  at  whiclt  period,  when 

‘piirnni  rclinqiiid 

JEleyium  feufmnj  atque  aiirai  fimplicis  ignsm, 
they  are  often  lent  to  my  artificial  baths,  more  with 
a view  to  bring  my  operations  into  difrepOte,  than 
for  any  benefit  they  think  patients  may  receive  from 
them  ; notwithftanding  which,  numbers  of  fuch  ob- 
ieffs  of  diftrefs,  have  been  relieved. 

^ 'I  hoCc  perfons,  who  inherit  this  dilorder,  fltoiild,  every 
Spring  and  fall,  make  ufe  of  ary  lalutary  operations,  tvhicli 
would  fre?  them  from  any  attack  of  this  diicalV. 
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T\  ANY  Phyficians,  like  enthufiaftic  bigots, 
i.  vX  crafty  knaves,  think,  or  endeavour  to 
make  us  believe,  that  no- body  can  be  lafe,  except 
thole  who  follow  their  opinion.  I am  not  fo  un- 
charitable in  my  way  of  thinking.  The  creed  of 
others,  has  equal  weight  with  me  as  my  own,  pro- 
vided it  be  rational,  and  lead  us  to  fitlvarion,  and  I 
never  I'uffer  my  judgement  to  be  warp’d  by  narrow 
prejudice  againfl  convidtion. — Extenfive  is  the  field 
in  which  I could  expatiate  on  the  dangerous  methods 
of  treating  difeafes  fet  down  by  various  phyfical  au- 
tiiors;  at  the  fame  time  I mull  acknowledge,  that 
there  are  many  others,  v/ho  are  rational  and  dderve 
attention  ; the  enumeration  of  thefe  two  ciafTes  of 
phyficians  I referve  to  another  opportunity;  at  pre- 
fent  be  it  fufficienc  for  me  to  obferve,  that  if  the  Rea- 
der finds  a fater,  eafier,  and  quicker  method  of  curing 
Dropfies  than  my  own,  he  is  at  liberty  to  try  ; if  not 
] fliall  think  mylelf  happy  to  be  the  inftrument  (un- 
der the  bkffing  of  God)  of  relforing  him  to  health, 
and  prolonging  his  life. 

HippocraleSi  Galtn,  Celfus,  Boerhaave^  and  many 
others,  think  that  moft  difeafes  proceed  from  obfiruc- 
tions  ; and  altho’  thej'e  have  their  origin  from  fome 
other  internal  or  external  caufe,  yet  the  removal  of 
the  obftrudlion  very  often  frees  the  patient  of  his 
cumplainr.  I mull  here  indidge  myfelf  in  repeating 
the  beauciful  defeription  that  Van  Swdten*  gives  on 
this  I'ubjedl ; 

Jbat  in  the  regular  courfe  of  the  vital^  natural 
and  animal  funViions,  lafe  defend:  “ 'i’HAT  ALI^ 
'J  lIESk  TUNC  I IONS  DEPEND  ON  A FREE 

^ In  h s Commentaries  on  iJoerhaave’s  /^pb. 

PASSAGE 
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PASSAGE  OF  THE  FLUIDS  THRO’  THE 
VESSELS;  BUT  AN  OBSTRUCl'lON  WEJEN 
formed,  and  INTEKRUPTING  ‘THE 
FREE  PASSAGE,  IS  CAPABI.T:  OF  DISOR- 
DERING ALL  THE  FUNCTIONS  IN  GENE- 
RAL, AND  EVERY  DISTINCT  EUNCTION 
IN  PAR'i  ICULAK  •,  AND  AS  DISORDERED 
FUNCnONS  IS  A DISEASE,  'JT-IERL’MAY 
THEREFORE  BE  AS  MANY  DISEASES  PRO- 
CEED FROM  AN  OBSIRUCTION,  AS 
THERE  ARE  FUNCTIONS  TO  BE  DISOR- • 
DEKED. 

That  the  vital,  natural  and  animal'funchion^  are, 
in  a Dropi'y,  highly  vitiated  and  injured,  is  fuflicienc- 
Jy  obvious  from  its  I'ymptoms,  which  are  judicioudy 
and  acurately  colleded  by  Aretaeus^,  in  the  following 
words  : — All  patients  labouring  under  a Dropfy 
are  pale,  affliclcd  with  a difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
cough  •/  they  are,  at  certain  times,  (low,  lazy,  and  have 
an  averfion  to  aliments-,  and,  if  tltey  eat  any  thing, 
tho’  in  a fmall  quantity,  they  are  ncverihelcfs  much 
inflated,  and  diftended  : their  fleins  are  entirely  deft 
titute  of  all  moillurej  neither  can  a fweat  be  railed  on 
tliem  by  •wa'rm  balhs^-  Befidcs,  they  are  of  a whirifli 
colour,  and  effiminate •,  their  fleeps  are  oppreffive, 
troublefome,  and  flaort-,  they  are  lubjedlto  deliriums, 
anxious,  and  uneafy  about  triffiesand  exceffively  fond 


* In  his  firfl  chapter  of  his  fccond  book  of  Chronical  Af- 
fccilons. 

§ Although  I have  rcafon  to  believe,  that  my  operations, 
dehgned  for  the  cure  of  Dropfies,  furpaffes,  by  far,  the  con- 
trivances of  tlie  ancient,  and  any  of  the  modern  phyficians, 
yet  I have  had  fome  patients,  that  I was  not  able  to  make 
perfpire,  till  they  had  been  three  or  four  weeks  through  my 
operations. 


I 
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of  living.”  Added  to  this,  the  Dropfy  Is  jiiflly 
and  generally  defined,  by  the  ablell  authors,  to  be  a 
depraved  habit  of  body,  in  lome  or  all  the 
fun^ions,  accompanied  with  a preternatural  ftag- 
naiion  and  colle5lion  of  ferous  humours,  either  in  the 
whole  body,  or  in  fome  particular  cavities  of  it-,  and 
according  to  the  different  parts,  that  are  objirii^Jedy 
•and  its  various  caufes,  it  acquires  a different  name  : 
Thus  when  the  ferous  humour  or  iympha,  flagnate 
throughout  the  whole  habit' of  the  fubcutaneous  fat, 
or  is  flied  therein,  it  is  calied  an  Anafarca — when  the 
water  is  cclleofed  in  the  duplecature  of  the  ■perito- 
nceum^  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen^  between  the 
peritonesum^  and  the  vifeera,  or  in  the  dilated  cavi- 
ties of  the  glands,  and  veflels  contained  in  the  abdo- 
men, it  is  termed  an  Afeites, — 

And  if  the  Dropfy  is  owing  to  rarifatffion  of  va- 
pours, arifing  from  water,  pus,  ichor,  &c.  that  were 
Jlagnated,  pent  ub,  and  heated,  till  they  putrli'y,  then 
it  produces  ^.A^ympany.  But  /\reta^us  has  added  a 
fourth  fpecies,  and  made  a certain  difference  between 
an  Anafarca,  and  a Leucopiilegmatia,  imagining,  that 
though,  in  both  thele  fpecies  of  Dropfies,  the  ftce 
and  arms  are  tumid  ; and  that  in  a Leucophiegma- 
tia,  arifing  from 'a  redundance  of  phlegm,  as  well  as 
an  Anafarca,  the  whole  body  is  filled,  and  that  all  the 
parts  fuperior,  and  interior,  the  breads  not  excepted, 
become  tumid,  which  principally  happens  to  tliofe 
who  are  young,  robulf,  and  in  the  flower  of  their  age, 
yet,  in  an  Anafarca,  the  fiefh  is  coliiquated  into  a 
kind  of  famous  pnee,  refemb'ing  that  which  is  dif^ 
charged  from  members  violently  contufed.  Befides, 
he  maintained,  that  a Leucophlegmatia  was  a milder, 
and  more  eafily  cured,  fpecies  of  Dropfy  •,  becaufc, 
there  were  various  ways,  by  which  it  mi^ht  be  remo- 
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ved,  foch'as  by  fwerJ*^  urine,  and  fometimr?;,  by  ca- 
pious  itoois : whereas^  in  tlie  other  Ipecics  of  Dropfies, 


“■  that  v/hat  is  dilchar^vJ  in  the  form  of  a liquor,  as  the 


gage  the  body  from  a piciliora  and  f-r^ia  ruiiural  f uhirfs. 
When  they  arc  not  rone  fo  bir  as  to  have  bi'oualu  a ie7Uov 


ble jVimulus  to  the  folids  at  the  fame  time.”  'bhib  (Hinulus  is 
added  to  the  folids  of  my  patients  bodies,  by  the  volatile 
effluvia  of  herbs,  fpirits,  fee.  and  by  a well-directed  friction, 
either  all  over  the  body,  or  on  lome  particular  parts  of  it, 
juft  as  necefflty  requires. 

I he  fame  Author,  in  his  Medicina  Statira,  Aiph.  xvii. 
cbferves,  if  upon  v/eighitig  ; the  perfpirable  matter  appears  to 
liave  been  obftrudfed,  and  there  is  neitlier  increafeof  fv.eat 
or  urine  for  fome  days  after,  there  is  a great  deal  of  danger  of 
a putrcfaciion  of  the  detained  crudities, — Explanation.]  The 
Iblids  wiil  be  fo  nmeh  opprefled  by  the -fiiperflucus  loatl 
which  is  laid  upon  them  by  the  retenfion  of  the  perfpirable 
matter,  that  unlefs  ciicre  foon  be  a difehurye  made  of  it  by 
fome  oi  the  feiifihle  evacuations,  they  will  not  be  able  to  cir- 
culate it  with  fo  n;uch  fwiftnefs  as  is  ncceflary  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  preternatural  f-rinents,  there  being  nothing  which 
more  })roinotes  that  intefline  motion  of  liquors  that  difpoles 
them  to  putrefaction,  than  flagnation.  For  then  their 
feveral  parts  are  left  at  liberty  to  jink  or  rife,  according  to 
their  feveial  gravities,  and  obey  thtir  icfpedtive  attratVree 
pozuers,  upon  which  f-vcral  arc  broke  fmallcr,  and  others  run 
into  corpufcl'-s  (if  diftcrCnt  kind^  atid  properties  ; whereas  fo 
long  as  they  are  kept  in  a cuculary  moUen  by  external  (.lufes. 


urine  and  fweat,  fpc.ij":.':!!';  heavier  tha:i  the <■/ and  Jolid 
excrements,  and  ihcrcfore  the  body  is  fooncr  freed  from  too 
great  a weight  by  the  thinner  than  the  thicker  evacuation  ; 
which  plainly  points  cut  tlic  moH:  certain  methods  to  difen- 


and  fizenefs  upon  the  iuices,  for  then  Icflenino;  the  quantities 
of  the  fluids  will  avail  but  little,  without  giving  a tonfidera- 
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efpecially  thofe  of  the  complicated  kind,  l,be  Phyfi- 
dan  muji  change  the  whole  habit  of  the  hody\  before 
he  can  cure  the  patient.  By  this  peculiar  dillindiion, 
Aretajus  feems  to  have  iniinuated,  that  in  a Leuco- 
phlegmacia,  as  well  as  in  an  Anafarca,  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  Ifagnating  between  the  (kin 
and  the  mulcles;  but  that,  in  an  Analarca,  the  blood, 
by  which  tlae  mulcles  are  nouriihed,  was^  at  the  lame 
time,  highly  corrupted,  and  conlequently  the  d.'lorder 
proportionabiy  more  terrible.  This  beautiful  dif- 
tmction  is  fciil  more  conlpicuouGv  made  in  tiie  fame 
chapter  in  the  to!lowin2-  v/ords ; — ^Vater  between  the 
mulcles  and  Ikin  is  fometimes  formed  immediateiv 
after  liberal  draughts  of  cold  liquor'^  when,  for  in- 
flance,  any  one  under  the  influence  of  exceffive  thirit, 
drinks  large  quantities  of  cold  water,  a,nd  the  liquor 
is  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  peritonoeum,  by  which 
the  heat  of  the  ftomach  and  abdomen  arc  abated, 
then  the  drop's  of  water,  are  difcharged  upon  the 
ilia,  which,  being  converted  into  air,  are  earned  off 
by  perlpiration.  When,  this,  therefore,  happens,  be- 
fore any  of  the  vifeera,  or  the  whole  body,  is  affedted, 
the  diforder  is  proportionabiy  the  more  eafily  cured. 
— “ In  patients,  fays  he,  labouring  under  an  Afcices, 
the  iba  are  tumid,  and  the  feet  inflated  ; whereas  the 
face,  the  arms,  and  the  other  pares  of  the  body  are 


they  are  not  at  liberty  to  obey  their  attractive  poivers^  or  their 
feveral  gravities,  but  move  on  without  any  other  attradlions, 
than  what  they  receive  from  their  cafual  occurfions  and  at- 
tritions againfl:  one  another;  the  confequence  of  which  is 
only  breaking  them  fmaller,  and  rendering  the  liquor  more 
fluid.  From  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  d'lff'ere.nt  fluidities  of 
the  animal  liquors  are  in  the  different  parts  of  the  boely^  as  their 
velocities  in  each  part. 


extenuated 


( 6o  ) 

extenuated.  The  tefticles  become  tumid,  Jind  the 
preriicc,  and  whole  penis,  appear  t-)  be  wreathed  as 
it  were,  by  realon  of  the  inequality  of  the  rweliing. 
Upon  reclining  the  body  to  eich.er  fide,  the  water  pro- 
duces both  a tumour  and  fuuftuaciun  in  the  reclined 
part,  and  the  nolle  of  the  fludtuaLing  liquor  is  ticara. 
— Fromthele  f^miptoms,  fays  James,  we  may  infer, 
that  in  confequcnce  of  the  large  number  of  ruptiu 
lymphatic  veliMs,  there  is  copious  extravafation  of 
lymph,  and  as  it  were  an  inundationot  the  viicera, 
by  which  they  are,  in  procefs  of  cime,  totally  cor- 
rupted. 

As  for  that  fpecies,  commonly  called  Tympanitis, 
and  the  dry  Dropfy,  in  which  the  abdo.iten,  highly 
tenfe,  and  inBatcd,  lounds  like  a drum,  upon  being 
ftruck  with  the  hand,  we  muit  obierve,  that  it  is  ra- 
tiier  a iymptom  of  an  Anaiarca  and  Afeites,  than  a 
dirtindtand  feparate  fpccies  of  Dropfy  •,  but  it  it  ac- 
companies thde  dilorders,  as  it  generally  does  an  Al- 
cites,  it  denotes  a highly  deplorable  and  incurable  caie, 
which  arifing  either  from  flatulencies  pent  up  in  th.e 
j!neftiries,or  from  the  vapours  exhaled  from  ihc  waters 
extravafed  in  the  abdomen,  fo  deflroys  the  rone  of  the 
abdominal  mulcles,  that  they  become  entirely  Ian- 
guid. 

But  that  we  may  the  more  accurately  inveftigate 
the  nature  and  genius  of  a Dropiy,  we  fliall  deferibe 
its  beginning,  trace  its  progrel's,  and  enumerate  the 
various  fymptoms,  with  which  it  is  attended : Firlf, 
then,  a fweliing  leizes  the  feet,  which,  in  procefs  of 
time,  riles  to  the  thighs,  the  groin,  the  ilia,  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  pitot  the  llomach.  Sometimes  the  ab- 
domen, turgid  with  water,  is  foexceflively  prominent, 
that  tlie  patient,  cannot  fee  his  own  feet,  but  dreads  a 
rupture  of  his  abdomen.  In  procefs  of  time,  a quan- 
tity of  water  fall  down  into  the  Icrotum,  and  fre- 
quently 
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quently  diflends  it  fo  much  as  to  render  it  as  large  as 
one’s  head.  Not  only  the  I'crocum,  but  alfo  the  pre- 
puce, and  penis,  are  lb  iwelied,  as  to  become  interred, 
and  prevent  the  free  difcharGte  of  the  urine.  In  which 
cafe,  ’cis  perceived,  that  the  water,  whicli  diilends  the 
ferotum,  is  generally  conveyed  from  the  abdomen  thro’ 
the  procedes  of  the  periconasurn.  Sometimes  alfo, 
elpccially  in  patients  labouring  under  an  Anafarca 
and  LeuccphU'imatia^  it  happens  that  the  aqueous 
humour  collected  about  the  groin,  infinuating  itfelf 
under  the  common  integuments  of  the  tefticles,  proves 
the  caui'e  of  a rwcllingot  the  ferotum,  whilft  the  ab-. 
domen,  in  the  mean  time,  is  entirely  tree  from  water. 
Nor,  in  all  Dropfical  patients,  does  the  ferotum  be- 
come tumid,  fnee  I hive  known  ibme  patients  die  ot 
a Drojily,  wiciiout  any  1 welling  in  that  part.  In 
women  alfo,  the  groins  become  tumid,  and  the  va- 
gina is  fomenmes  lo  diftended  by  the  waters  as  to  fall 
down.  Befides,  a common  fymjnom  of  Dropfical  pa- 
tients is  a difficulty  Oi  breathing ; which  being  in- 
creafed  by  violent  motion,  and  cfpecially  in  the  night- 
time, by  realbn  of  the  eafy  aicenc  of  the  water  in  the 
iihdumm^  in  confequence  of  the  reclining  pofture  of 
the  body,  frequently  induces  a danger  oh  luffjcation. 
Hence,  if  the  mifcrable  patients  have  a mind  to 
breathe  freely,  they  are  obliged  to  fiiift  their  poilure, 
and  rat.her  fit  eredf,  tlian  he  in  bed,  as  other  perfons 
do.  'I'hev  are  alfo,  afflicled  with  a couo;h,  which  is 
generally  of  t!ie  dry  kind  and  without  expedloration  *, 
whiilL  at  the  lame  time,  an  acrid,  filine  lymph,  which 
is  peccant  throughout  the  whole  bo  Iv,  in  a parti- 
cular manner,  ftimulates,  and  irritates  the  llender  fibres 
of  the  larynx,  and  branchia. 

’ I is  obfervablc,  that,  in  an  Anafarca,  the  urine  is 
difeharg’d  thin  and  white,  whereas  in  an  Afdtes  it  is 
evacuated  in  fmall  quantities,  but  thick,  and  with  a 
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copious  red  and  latericioiis  Tcdimenr.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  a Dfopfy,  the  quantity  of  urine,  for  the  moft 
part,  correfponds  to  that  of  the  liquor  drank  ; the  bo- 
dy alio  h foiuble,  and  the  appetite  good  •,  but  all  thelc 
lucky  circumflances  gradually  fail,  in  proportion  as 
the  difcafe  advances.  Bcfides,  the  patient  is  rack’d 
with  a violent  and  infatiable  thirfl,  lo  that  the  poet 
might  jufcly  fay 

^10  plus  funt  pata,  plus  fiiiuntur  aqtiu;. 

The  I'cafons  why  a Dropfy  is  accompanied  with  this 
jnfatiable  thiriL,  are  principally  thefe.  Thcfaliva,  in 
confequence  of  an  obRrufiion  of  the  fahvul  glands. 
Can  no  longer  lubricate  and  moiften  the  parched 
fauces-,  befides,  the  Imall  quantity  of  faliva,  which  is' 
di'charged  from  thele  glands,  is  not  only  ‘vi/cid  and 
jaline  but  alfo  immediately  dried  up  by  the  febrile 
hear,  for  the  word  flare  of  the  dilorder  is  almofl  al- 
v.'ays  accompanied  with  a flov/  and  continual  fever, 
wb.ich  may  be  fufnciently  known  from  the  fmall  and 
frequent  pulfe,  and  which,  gradually  preying  upon 
the  fielh  of  the  fuperior  parts,  and  impairing  the 
flrength,  at  lad  puts  an  end  to  the  patient’s  life.  In 
an  Anafarca,  as  well  as.  in  an  Afeites,  there  is  often  a 
confiderable  itchrng  perceived  in  the  membraneous 
parts  of  the  feer,  which  are  alfo  obferved  full  of  livid 
fpots  and  veficules,  which  latter,  when  opened,  dif- 
charn;e  a drum;  that,  by  its  acrimony,  corrodes  or  in- 
flames the  adjacent  parts.  Hence  malignant  ulcers 
are  frequently  produced,  which,  according  to  Hippo- 
crates*, are  not  to  be  cured  and  confalidated  with- 
out the  greated  didiculty;  for  the  afflux  of  acrid  le- 


* 111  the  eighth  Aphor.  of  his  fixth  feflion. 
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rum  is  too  gre.it  to  be  mitig'.ited  by  lenitive  nnd  dry- 
nic d cif.es.  /\nd  rliis  jp'.  cies  <j1  ])i'/)j;iy  js  gepe- 

i.illy  iiccoiiiofiiucd  ’vith  a tever.  wb.ich  drnu's  its 
ongiii  from  an  inllammation  of  the  intcflincs, 
brought  on  in  a great  meafurc,  bv  draitic  medicines  ; 
and  a horror  and  rigor,  - fuccccding,  are  lip-ns,  that 
the  vilccra  are  Iphacedarcd,  and  fataiiv  corrupted. 


In  inv  opinion  a more  latisbadorv  rcalbn  can  hard- 
Iv  be  advanced  for  a Dropfical  hveliing,  than  the 
didiculr,  flow,  and  objlruSted  circulahon  of  the 
i)iood  thro’,  the  vcllels.  This  aliertion  is  fuficicitt- 
1\'  confirmed  by  an  experiment  firll  natde,  fo  far  as 
1 know,  by  the  celebrated  anatomift  Lower,  who, 
with  a thre<ad,  tied  up  a large  vein  in  alive  animal, 
and  iuifered  the  ligature  to  remain  for  an  hour; 
upon  wliich  he  forthwith  perceived  an  edematous 
tumour,  in  that  part  to  which  the  ramifacations  of 
that  vein  were  difiidbuted.  Something  analogous 
to  this  is  obferved,  when,  in  order  to  itop  vioienr 
haemorrhages,  the  inftrummr,  commonly  e-allcd  the 
totivncquct,  is  applied  ; for,  il  tins  inlfrument  re- 
mains applied  fora  long  time,  the  part  is  gradiiallv 
raifecl  into  a tumour.  This  is  alfo  illuftrated  bv 
anotlicr  experiment ; for,  if  the  fubclavian  vein  in 
the  right  arm,  for  inilance,  of  a dead  perfon,  is 
flrongly  compreircd,  and  a fomewhat  thick  red  li- 
quor altcrwards  injedfed,  by  means  of  a fyringe,  mto 
an  aperture,  made  in  the  vein  of  the  hand,  tire  arm 
becomes  tumid  ; and  upondaying  it  open,  we  find 
that  a large  quantity  of  the  red  iiquc.r  has  npiietrated 
into  t he  ceUiiLv  of  the  fat,  bung  under  the  ficin;  for 
tio  other  rcafon,  than  that  the  iniedlcd  liquor,  in  con- 
lequcnce  of  the  refijlnnce  made  b\'  the  ligature,  too 
much  diftends  the  vein  runninp-  thiro’  the  cellular 

membranes 


( 64  ) 

membranes,"  and  is,  at  lad,  extravafed  through  their 
pores. 

From  thefe  experiments  it  is,  if  I midake  hot, 
fLifficicntly  obvious  that  the  true  caulc  ot  the  fvvcl- 
iing  of  the  body  in  a Dropfy  of  the  iecrction  of  the 
ferum  from  the  blood,  and  of  its  jiagnaticyi  in  the  ca- 
vities, is  a too  jiow  and  languid  circidation  ot  the 
blood,  efpecially  thro’ the  veins.  The  truth  of  this 
aifertion  will  be  ftill  more  evident,  if  we  eonfider, 
how  eafy  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  thro’  the  veins, 
is  ftopt ; and  that  principally,  for  thefe  reafons.  The 
motion  of  the  blood  thro’ the  veins,  from  the  infe- 
rior to  the  fnperior  parts,  is  in  conlequcnce  of  their 
perpendicular  fituation,  and  the  dated  laws  of  hy- 
draulics, much  llower  than  in  the  arteries  ; hence  the 
veins  are  not  only  more  numerous,  but  have  alfo 
laro;cr  diameters  than  the  arteries  The  coats  of  the 
veins,  alfo,  are  not  furniihed  with  fo  drong  a fydal- 
tic,  moving,  and  eladic  force,  as  is  found  in  the  ar- 
teries. Befidcs  the  coats  of  the  veins  are  highly 
flendcr,  porous,  and  confequently  capable  of  allow- 
ing a thin  duid  to  pafs  eafily  thro’  them.  Now,  if  by 
means  of  a rediiidance  of  ferous  humours,  the  tone 
and  drength  of  the  vedels,  efpecially  of  the  veins, 
diould  in  confe(|uencc  of  their  too  great  didention, 
be  impaired  and  weakened,  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  whole  body,  which  regulates  a\l 
its  funclions,  and  prejerves  them  entire,  muji  necef- 
jary  become  languid,  and  he  diminiJJoed ; as  is  -ob- 
vious Irom  the  pulfe,  which,  in  this  cafe,  is  rare, 
foft,  and  weak.  From  this  languid  circulation  of 
the  blood,  we  deduce  the  genuine  cau'e  and  reafon, 
not  only  of  the  preternatural  fwelling,  but  alfo  of  the 
other  ivmptoms  which  accompany  a Dropfy;  fuch 
as  wearinefs,  heavinefs  of  the  body,  lidlefnefs,  and 
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a diminutron  of  the  fahitary  excretions,  hy  fussat, 
livine*,  and  Jlool. 

B.hdes  rhefc,  an  unfupporrable  difficulty  of 
breathing  is  almoft  a perpetual  fymptoni  of  every 
Dropfy,  and,  fomccimcs,  rifes  to  fuch  a height,  as  to. 
endanger  a fuffocation.  This  iormidable.  fymptom 
can  hardlv  have  any  other  caule  affigned  tor  it,  than 
a too  weak  fyflaltic  force  ot  the  heart  and  arteries. 
In  confequence  of  which,  the  blood,  abounding 
with  a vifeid  ferum,  cannot  pafs  fufficiently  freely 
thro’  the  minute  ramification  of  the  pulmonary  ar- 
tery and  vein ; hence  it  Magnates  in  thefe  ramifica- 
tions, and  regurgitating  to  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
heart,  produces  a ftrange  uneafmefs ; and  fince  the 
principal  orifice  of  the  lungs  confifis  in  this,  that 
whilld  the  blood  paifes  thro’  the  numerous  and  mi- 
nute vcflels  of  their  vificular  fubfiance,  the  lymph 
and  chyle  may  be  intimately  mixed  with  its  parts, 
and  impregnated  with  a kind  of  fubtlc  and  elaflic 
air,  that  then  the  blood  may  be  rendered  fpiritiious, 
fluid,  and  fit  for  adding  flrength  to  the  bocly  ; hence 
we  may  julliy  infer,  that  a flow  and  languid  circula- 


* obferves,  that  the  perfpirable  matter  is  much  di- 

verted by  urine.  And  this  may  give  a caution  to  fueb  who 
are  fond  of  the  mineral  water  s,  and  luch  courfes,  as  woik  much 
bv  urine  : For  ’tis  certain,  that  perfpiration  is  thereby  hinder- 
ed, which  upon  too  long  difufe  may  not  be  very  eafy  to  be  re- 
ifored  to  its  natural  date  j for  in  time,  not  only  the  excretory 
pafTages  may  for  want  ot  their  ufual  artritioiis  and  impulics 
fubfide,  but  liicewife  be  very  much  obflru6led  by  too  large  an 
overcharge  of  a mineral  grols  matter,  which  may  prove  very 
difficult  to  remedy:  And  confulering  petfp'iration  is  the 

largcjl  dijeharge,  and  of  the  nicji  jfupcrtance  oi  a! I the  eva* 
cuations  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  the greatefi  cai e pofii- 
ble  ought  to  be  taken,' that  it  be  not  intcrrvipttd  without  una- 
voidable neceffity. 
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tion  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  is  the  fatal 
caui'e  of  the  terrible  lymptoms,  with  which  the 
Dropfy  is  accompanied  ^ for,  by  this  means,  the  - 
whole  work  of  fanguification  is  injured,  and  inflcad 
of  a blood  fufHciently  florid-and  temperate,  the  vcf- 
fels  mufl  neceffarily  be  filled  and  infarcfted  with  a re-? 
dundant  fcrum.  The  ftate  of  the  patient  is  Hill 
more  deplorable  when  polypous  concretions  are  al- 
ready formed  in  the  larger  vefiTcls  of  the  heart  and 
lungs;  fince,  by  this  means,  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  vefiels  ol”  the  heart  and  lungs,  is 
not  only  retarded,  and  fiagnating  there,  produce 
various  misfortunes ; but,  alfo,  begins  to  flop  in  the 
whole  njena  cava^  and  all  the  parts  to  which  it  is  dif- 
tributed  ; hence  ^n  incredibly  large  fecretion  of  fe- 
rum  is  produced.  The  more  difficult  it  is  to  remove 
their  dee])  rooted  obftrudlion  the  more  rationally  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  Dropfy  arifing  from  it  is  of 
the  worfi;  kind,  and 'not  to  be  cured  withput  the 
greateft  difficulty. 

Having  thus  traced  the  generatipn  of  a Leucor 
])hlegmatia  and  Anafarca,  we  now  come  to  confider 
that  of  an  Afeites — In  this  fjccies  of  Dropfy,  thcre- 
lore,  I lliall  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  that  the  liver  i-s 
principally  difordered,  fince  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  is  not  fo  flow  in  any  of  the  other  vifeera  as  in 
this ; and  though  the  fuccufibry  commotion  of  the  , 
liver,  by  means  of  the  diaphragm,  in  the  adt  of  re^ 
fpiration,  and  the  flrength  of  the  coats,  with  which, 
Irom  anatomical  obfervatipns,  we  know  \hc  vefia 
■porta  to  be  furniffied,  feem  greatly  to  promote  the  ; 
circulation  of  the  blood  ; yet,  when  a vifeid  blooc)  ■ 
is  conveyed  to  the  vena  porta,  this  vein,  in  confe-  ! 
quence  of  its  wanting  both  a puliation  and  valves, 
with  difficulty  tranfmits  the  vifeid  blood  through  -i 
the*  r)umberlcfs  minute  ramifications  of  ihe  vejta  • 
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cava*  Hence  a ftrong  tendency  of  the  blood  to 
^agnation  and  infardlion  isbrought  on.  If  therefore, 
in  conleqnence  of  ufmg  a finall  quantity  of  dnnk,  a 
ledentery  lite,  a free  ufe  of  acids,  the  abufc  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors,  htemorrhages,  or  fevers  prepofteroufly 
cured  by  allringents,  a redundance,  or  lentor  of  the 
blood  and  lymph  lliould  be  brought  pn ; or  if,  in 
conleqnence  of  many  violent  commotions  of  mind, 
and  the  fhock  of  preceeding  difeafes,  the  tone  of  the 
liver,  and  its  veffels,  fliould  be  preternaturally  weak- 
ened ; thefe  veffels  mult,  of  neceffity,  be  infardred, 
and  the  due  proportion  of  their  diameters  to  the 
blood,  whiph  ought  to  move  through  them,  being 
by  this  means,  detfroyhl,  it  Jtagnates  here  and  there, 
in  their  cavities;  and  its  aqueous  part,  being  fe- 
creted,  fills  the  lymphatic  veffels,  great  numbers  of 
Xvhich  are  found  thc|‘e  ; belides,  the  preternatural 
fpiffitude  of  the  vifeid  lymph  renders  irs  circulation 
through  the  -liver  proportionably  more  or  lefs  faint 
and  languid.  If  a pretty  thick  lymph,  fccreted  from 
the  blood,  fliould  remain  in  the  liver,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  qf  the  diffipation  of  its  more  fluid  parts,  af- 
fume  a proportionably  greater  degree  of  thicknefs, 
the  coats  of  this  organ  will  become  thick,  indurated, 
and,  at  laft,  degenerate  into  afeirrhous  j but  the  in- 
duration will  be  principally  obfervablc  in  the  more 
internal  parts  ; whereas  the  feirrhous  will  be  formed 
in  the  external  membranaceous  parts,  and  the  veffels 
lying  neareft  to  the  furface.  That  the  principal 
feat,  therefore,  of  an  Afeites  is  the  liver,  is  fufficient- 
iy  obvious  from  inflances  of  diffedlions. 

But,  befidcs  the  liver,  the  other  abdominal  vifeefa 
are  not  entirely  free  from  theeffedfs  of  the  diforder; 
for  Riverius,  Shenkius,  Forejhi^,  and  myfelf,  have  fre- 
quently feen  the  fpleen  preternaturally  large,  ^dif- 
tci)dcd  with  a black  blood,  and  covered  with  a 
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fclnlious  membranf.  According  to  Rondelitlus  and 
Peye^'^',  the  pancreas  is,  almoft  in  all  Dro]->lical  pa- 
tients, found  hard,  fcirrhous,  and  fometimes  totally 
confumed.  The  omentum  is  putrid,  and  emacia- 
ted; the  glands  ot  the  mefentery,  inteftines,  duor 
denum,  and  ftomach,  are  preternauirally  tumid  and 
indurated.  In  my  opinion  thefe  vifcera  receive  the 
taint  from  the  preternatural  date  of  the  liver,  and 
the  too  languid  circulation  of  the  blood  through  its  ' 
velTels,  and  that,  principally,  by  reafon  of  the  flridt 
union,  and  intimate  connedlions,  between  their  re- 
I'pedtive  veflels ; for  it  is  certain,  from  anatomical 
obfervations,  that  all  the  blood,  which  returns  from 
the  flomach,  the  inteftmes,  the  mefentery,  the  pan- 
creas, the  omentum,  and  the  Iplcen,  is  conveyed 
into  the  vena  porla,  and,  by  its  means,  .through  the 
vafcular  ftrudiurc  of  the  liver,  to  the  vena  cava,  and 
the  heart.  If,  therefore,  the  progrcflive  and  circu- 
lar motion  is  Jlcpt  iherc,  it  is  abfolutcly  neccirary, 
that  the  blood,  rcQ-uro-itatino:  to  the  abdominal  vif- 
ccra,  fhould,  in  them,  'produce  jlagnafions,  infarc- 
tions, a fcirrhqus  difpofition  and  corruption. 

As  the  return  of  the  blood  is  highly  flow  through 
the  uterus,  cfpecially  thro’  tlic  j'pcrmatic  vellcls, 
•vhich  are  contorted,  folded  up,  and  divided  into  va- 
rious curls,^  as  it  v;ere,  like  the  tendrils  of  vines, 
which  makes  its  journey  to  tlie  heart  fo  much  the 
longer  ; hence  it  happens,  that  in  the  uterus,  and  its 
appendages,  fuch  as  the  fallopian  tubes,  and  the 
ovaria,  copious  inundations,  amj  aqueous  tumours, 
arc  fometimes  produced;  for  the  fluid  and  aqueous 
part  never  more  readily  and  cxpcditioufly  fccedes 
from  the  blood,  tiian  when  its  circulation  through 
the  vilecra  is  How  and  languid,  as  is  obvious  in  the 
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liver,  and  their  adjacent  parts ; which  velTcls  being 
cUftended  by  a copious  congeftion  and  afflux  of 
lymph,  are  railed  into  large  vtficlcs,  by  the  Greeks, 
called  hydatides,  by  the  breaking  of  which  a Dropfy 
IS  lometinies  luddeniy  generated  and  an  incredible 
quantity  ot  Icruni  difeharged  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  Thus  Sah'mitbui'^%  informs  us,  that  in  a 
certain  woman,  who  died  of  a difflcult  labour,  he 
found  a large  number  of  hydatides  in  the  confine^ 
ot  the  uterus:  And  Pechlinus^,  tells  us,  that  he  faw 
the  lame,  in  dilfcdting  a woman,  who  died  during 
gelfation  : That  in  the  cornua  and  tubes  of  the  uterus, 
large  quantities  of  water  are  Ibmetimes  collected,  is 
luflieiently  confirmed  by  TuJpius-\^  who  gives  us  an 
inftance  of  a woman,  who,  in  both  cornua  of  the 
uterus,  had  about  nine”"  pints  of  water  and  pus  in- 
cluded in  a large  number  of  fmall  bladders.  More 
inftances  of  this  nature  may  be  found  in  ^cherihus\^ 
in  Rolfinkius\\  de  organ,  genital.,  and  in  Sydenham  de 
Hydrope^  This  truth  is  alfo  confirmed  by  an  obfer- 
vation  of  Harder,  who  tells  us,  that  in  a country-wo- 
man, that  not  only  the  left  ovary  contain’d  two  pints 
of  a faline  and  foetid  water,  but,  that  there  was  alfo  a 
Gonfiderable  hydatides  or  veficle  full  of  water  in  the 
fallopian  tubej  annexed  to  it;  And  I myfelf,  twen- 
ty years  ago,  obferved  in  a woman,  of  forty  years  of 
• age,  a fwelling,  produced  by  a violent  fall,  on  the 
hypogaftric  region,  and  accompanied  with  a tenfive 
pain  : This  fwelling  was  fucceeded  by  a large  dif- 
charge  of  limpid  water,  which  was,  at  firfl:,  evacua- 
ted with  the  menftrual  blood,  and  continued  to  flow 
for  half  a year  after  themenflrual  evacuation  ftopt ; 
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fothat,  at  leali,  one  pint  of  this  water  was  dally  dll- 
charged,  till,  at  laftthe  patient  having  in  vain  tried 
a great  many  remedies^  and  being  fpent  with  a con- 
fumption,  and  flow  fever,  exchanged  her  milcrable 
life  for  another  date. 

There  are,  alfo,  frequent  inflanccs,  fome  of  which 
I myfelf  have  feen,  in  which  a Droply  has  been  co.u- 
cealed  under  the  difgidi'e  of  pregnancy;  Hence  it» 
is,  that  young  phyficians  arc  fo  often  milguided  in 
their  eftimates,  with  refped.  to  this  latter  ifate.  But 
I have  feen  pregnant  women,  who,  at  the  fame  time, 
laboured  under  a Dropfy,  preferved  by  a copious 
difeharge  of  water  after  labour  ; whereas  thole  who 
have  not  the  advantage  of  this  circumllancc,  gene- 
rally die,  fince  the  humour  is  prcvioufly  difeharged 
into  the  cavitv  of  the  abdomen. 

j 

Platerus\^  gives  us  a memorable  inflanccof  a tvo- 
man^  who  wasfeized  with  an  Alcites  every  time  fhc 
became  pregnant.  For  this  reafon  I am  of  opinion, 
that  Dropfical  fwellings,  in  women,  arife  rather  from 
the  fault  of  the  uterus  than  that  of  the  liver,  and 
vifeera  connected  with  it  •,  and  that  they  are  more 
cafily  cured,  than  when  the  liver  is  primarily  effec‘' 
ted  ; becaufe,  in  the  former  cafe,  a freer  difeharge 
is  afforded  to  the  flagnant  ferum  through  the  pores 
of  the  uterus,  than  in  the  latter. 

Asiox  pro  cat  ar^iic  caufes  of  this  difordef,  we 

obferve,  that  perfons  of  a tall  flalure  are,-  in  a pecu- 
liar manner,  fubjedf  to  Dropfies;  both  of  the  abdo- 
men and  thorax;  for,  as  in  thefe  the  diflance  be- 
tween the  feet  and  heart  is  greater  than  in  others^ 
and  the  fituation  of  the  body  at  the  fame  time  per- 
pendicular, fo  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  gene- 
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rally  flow  and  languid,  and  confequently,  rendered 
difficult,  by  the  flighted:  accidental  caufes  : Hence  it 
is,  that  polypous  concretions  are  generally  found  in 
tall  pciTons,  who  have  died  of  a Dropfy  of  the 
thorax,  or  an  Ariafarca^.  Thefc,  alfo,  who  are  of  a fofc 
fpongcous  habit  of  body,  who  have  lefs  firm  fibres^ 
in  which  an  aqueous  fubftance  predominates,  thofe  * 
we  call  phlegmatic  or  fangiiineophlegmatic,  arc 
highly  fubjeeft  to  DrOpfies:  Thofe  who  are  over-fat, 
thofe  who  in  their  infancy  have  been  affliOlied 
with  catarrhous  defluxiOns,  or  who  have  been  often 
iubjecT  to  oedematous  fvvellingSi  highly  ob- 

noxious to  diforders  ot  this  kind  : Old  perfons,  in 
whom,  by  reafon  of  the  impaired  elaflicity  of  the 
vefTels,  and  excretions  are  not  duly  carried  on,  and 
the  lymph  acquires  a prete rnatutal  lentor  and  vifei- 
dity,  are,  for  this  reafon,  frequently  fubjedl  to  Drop- 
deal  Iwellings;  Thofe  who  lead  fedentary  lives,  fuch 
as  tavlors,  fhoemakers,  weavers,  &Ci  are,  all  other 
circumftances  being  alike,  more  fubjedt  to  this  mif- 
fortune  than  Others  : Thofcj  alfo,  who  breathe  a 
moiftair,  which  impair  the  vigour  of  the  fibreSj 
fuch  as  fifherSj  fullers, and  flich  as  vvafh  clothes,  are 
more  fubledt  to  misfortunes  of  this  kind  than  others  r 
The  places  and  countries  in  which  we  live,  have 
alfo  a very  conliderable  influence  in  producing  this 
difordcr  ; For  which  reafon  more  Dropfical  patients 
are  found  in  marfliy  places,  and  on  the  fca  coafl,  than 
in  continents,  and  places  remote  from  the  fea  : An 
inftance  of  this  w'c  have  in  Holland,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  impurity  of  its  air,  and  its  contiguity  to 
fo  large  a quantity  of  water. 

It  may  alfo  happen  by  accident  (a  change  of  the 
inhabitants  method  of  living,  for  inflance)  that  a 
place  before  not  naturally  fubjedt  to  generate  Drop- 
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fies,'  may  afterwards  become  fo.  This  Vjv.  Leifle/^'' 
has  very  judicioufly  fliewn  to  be  true,  with  reipedt 
to  England,  lor  improper  aliments  and  liquors  con- 
tribute very  confiderablv  to  the  generation  ot  Drop- 
lies.  Among  aliments,  thole  which  are  thick,  crude, 
vifeid,  and  Tweet,  or  voracity  alone,  efpecially  in 
thofe  who  Life  iutle  exccrite,  pave  the  way,  and,  as 
it  were,  lay  a loundation  for  this  dilorder.  But 
Drophes  arc  more  trequently  produced  by  the  li- 
quors drank,  when  peccant,  cither  with  refpec^l  to 
quantity  or  quality.  Hence  we  obferve  that  thole 
whq  drink  ex'ccllively  large  quantities  of  liquors, 
fufhcicntly  innocent,  when  moderately  u fed,  generally 
become  DropheaV  in  a tradt  ol  years,  unlels  an  un- 
common ftrength  of  nature  and  foundnefs  of  the 
vifeera,  prevent  their  misfortune.  This  is  fulhci- 
ently  conlirmed  by  the  fate  oi  thofe  who  fwallow 
large  quantities  of  new  and  ill-depurated  ale,  efpeci- 
ally that  which  is  prepared  ot  wheat.  But  we  are 
certain,  Ironi  daily  experience,,  tliat  no  licjuor  is 
more  prejudicial  in  this  rcfpetf,  than  brand}’,  and 
malt-fpirits.  Idence  the  Ipirirs  dilfilied  from  malt, 
fliarpened  Vvith  aromatics,  and  commonly  called 
aqua-vita,  may  with  far  better  rcafon  be  called  the 
'ivatcrs  of  deaths  efpecially  when  taken  on  an  empty, 
fromach.  Bchdes,  nothing,morc  fpccdily  generates 
this  diforder,  fhan  large  elranghts  of  cold  liquors 
immediately  .alter  cxccffivc  heats;  lO  \\v:M  Ai etxus, 
in  the  paliagc  hclore  epiotcd,  julfly  alfinued,  that  “ a 
Dropfy  is  jbmetmies  generated  by  drinking  large 
<)uantitics  of  cold  liquors,  in  order  to  remove  an 
inlatiable  tiiiidt.”^  '1  bus  SyAius,  tells  us,  that  by 
liberal  draughts  of  cold  liquor,  during  a febrile 
heat  and  thirif,  a Dropfy  was  brought  on  in  two  or 
three  days  tune,  This  dhorder  is  dill  more  to  be 
’ ■ dreaded’ 
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dreaded  from  the  liberal  ufe  of  marfliy  flagnant  li- 
ters, which  Hip-pocrates,  long  ago,  clalled  among  tc 
caufes  ot  a Dropfy.  Hence  alfo  the  real'on  is  o- 
vious,  vvh\%  as  we  have  already  obferved,  Dropfs 
are  moil  tre;uiciit  In  mardiy  places,  and  on  the  .‘a 
coad.  Dro'pfies  may  alfo  be  produced  by  the  u- 
Jeajanahle  u'r  f^f  mineral  waters,  whether  cf  the  hcPir 
cold  kirid^  without  a proper  regimen  ; many  tragical  n~ 
Jiances  cf  which  heve  occur cd  to  myfelf  in  practice. 

But,  among  all  the  caufes,  which  concur  to  ihe 
produyfion  of  other  chronical  diforders,  and  dpe- 
cially  tiie  Dropfy,  none  is  more  confidcrable  t’laii 
the  pallions  of  the  mind  ; efpecially  long-continued 
grief  and  forrovv,  which  have  fo  furprifmg  an  influ- 
ence, that  by  deferoying  the  vigour,  tone,  and 
llrcngth  of  the  vifccra,  and  moving  libres,  they  ren- 
(’er  the  circulation  of  the  blood  languid,  and  pro- 
duce a fupju'cfiion  of  the  excretions.  Nor  does  vio- 
lent anger  contribute  Ids  t-fiedually  to  the  produc- 
tion of  this  difordcr,  cfpeciallv  if  large  quantities  of 
cold  aliments,  or  liquors,  are  ufed  immediately  after  ; 
for  fuch  an  error  is  immediately  fuccecdcd  by  a vio- 
lent uneafinefs  and  conffridion  of  the  proccordia,  a 
cachedic  colour,  a lofs  of  ajq)ctite,  a difficulty  of 
breathing;  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  a IfropiV.  In- 
ifances  of  this,  I myfelf,  more  than  once  obferved. 
The  reafon  of  thefe  misfortunes  feems  to  be  this  : 
That,  hv  the  violent  commotion  of  mind,  the  ffp- 
mach,  and  duodenum,  together  with  the  adherent 
biliarv  duds,  are  violently,  and  1 palmodically  con- 
firided.  Hence  the  due  fecretion  of  the  bile  ami 
pancreatic  juice,  in  order  to  promote  a iaudablcdi- 
geifion,  is  not  only  prevented,  but  alfo,  in  co'nfc- 
c}uence  of  the  large  quantities  of  aliments  and  litjuors, 
exceflive  flatulences  are  generated,  which  check  the 
clue  difeharges  by  flool,  and  render  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  unequal. 
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Bciides,  nothing  more  dircftly  contributes  to  the 
pDcluclion  of  Droplies,  than  the  luppreHion  of  ufual 
ail  critical  evacuation  of  blood,  fuch  as  the  menfe? 
ml  lochia  in  women,  and  the  haemorrhoids  in  nien,- 
Hippocrates  has  j-ulfly  obferved  in  the  twelfth 
/■>horifm  of  his  fixth  fedfion.  Thus  Dion  Cajftus  in- 
frms  us,  that  the  hi,mperor  upon^a  fuppref- 

iu  of  the  h^emorrhoidal  difeharge,  was  feifed  with 
.rAfeites  of  which  he  was  cured  ; but,  happening  to" 
■eapfe,  fell  a facrifiec  to  the  diforder.  ’Tis  alfo  cer- 
:aii  from  experience,  that  violent  hiemorrhages, 
xvhether  from  wounds,  the  nofe,  the  uterus,  or  the 
veins  of  the  anus,  contribute  very  powerfully  to  the 
generation  of  Droplies,  for  the  facred  and  incflimable 
treafure  of  life,  is  wrapped  up  in  the  blood : So  that 
when  too  great  a quantity  of  this  is  evacuated,  the 
minute  veffeis,  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  fecre- 
tion  and  excretion,  collafpe,  and  become  too  narrow. 
In  confcquence  of  this,  neither  is  a laudable  blood 
generated,  nor  the  nervous  fluid  duly  fecreted,  a 
circumdance  which  produces  wcaknefs  and  imbeci- 
lity of  the  folids.  Nor  are  the  impure  and  recre- 
nientitioHS  juices  aliminated,  in  confequence  of  which, 
an  infiipportable  load  of  impurities  is  accumulated  in 
the  body.  I would  not  be  thought  to  affirm,  phat 
every  large  evacuation  of  blood  produces  the 
Dropfy;  but  in  patients,  where  other  caufes  con- 
cur, I am  of  opinion,  that  this  circumflance  very 
readily  jiroduces  it.  Thus  I have  known  fome  per- 
fons,  who,  in  confequence  of  an  obdrudfion  of  the 
vifeeru,  labouring  under  feurvy  and  cachexy,  and 
abounding  with  an  acrid  and  Impure  blood,"  have, 
after  frequent  and  violent  htemorrhages,  fallen  into 
a Dropfy;  certainly  'not  in  confeq'^uencc  of  the 
hicmorrhage  alone,  but  alfo  in  confequence  of  the 
bad  habit  of  body,  and  dyferafy  of  the  humours  pro- 
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'duced  ly  the  ohflriiLiicns-  Immoderate  dyfeiitcrie^ 
alfo,  frequently  lay  a foundation  for  Dropfies; 
Hence  Hippocrates''^  juftly  affirms,  that  perfons 
-labouring  under  diiorders  of  the  fpleen,  when  feized 
with  a dyfentry,  which  continues  for  a long  time, 
die  either  of  a Dropfy,  or  a lientery.” 

Prepofterous  methods  of  curing  diffiafesj  ufed  by 
unfkilful  phyficians,  alfo,  frequently  prove  the  pro- 
ductive caufes  of  this  diforder  ; when,  for  inftance, 
they  all  cn  a fudden  flop  and  fupprefs  immoderate 
diicharges  of  blood,  or  other  humoursj  by  aftrin- 
gents,  opiates,  or  narcotics.  DrOpfies  are  alfo  gene- 
rated, when  intermittent  fevers,  efpecially  of  the 
quartan  kind,  which  generally  have  their  feat  in  the 
liver,  are,  before  the  cffiflriidtion  is  removed,  and 
the  febrile  matter  corrected,  too  fooh  flopt  by  fpe- 
eifes,  among  the  number  of  which  is  the  Peruvian 
hark;  for  thefe  fevers  very  readily  terminate  in  a 
cachexy  and  Dropfy,  as  Hippocrates  and  Galen  long 
ago  oblerved.  ’d'is  certain,  from  experience,  that 
this  misfortune  frequently  happens  in  northern  coun- 
tries *,  and  I have  often  obferved  Dropfies  fucceeding 
epedimical  feveis,  efpecially  in  the  poorer  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, V/hofc  circumdance  could  not  afford  proper  medi- 
cines. Dropfies,  alfo,  fometimes  feize  thofe  who,  in 
acute  fevers,  in  order  toextinguiffi  the  heat,  or  qucncli 
the  third,  ufe  too  large  quantities  of  drink,  without 
having  liifficient  evacuations  by  urine  or  perfpiration. 
It  alio  frequently  happens,  that  ill-managed  mercu- 
rial falivations  colliqiiatc  the  blood  to  a kind  of  Jerumi 
ei7td  by  dejlrcying  the  due  tone  of  the  moving  parts t 
hrhig  an  Dropfies.  The  more  drajiic  purgatives  are 
alfo  jujtly  enumerated  among  the  caufes  of  Dropfies^ 
fi.ice,  by  their  means,  the  due  tone  of  the  vifeera  is  noc 
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only  deftroyed,  but  alfo  the  (Irength  too  much  im* 
paired  by  an  exceffive  lofs  ot  ferum,  in  conlequence 
of  thirty,  or  perhaps  more  flools  a Day ; by  which' 
mean5:,  inftead  of  a pure  and  temperate  blood,  crude 
jiumours  are  generated  in  the  veins. 

Both  Dropfics  ol'  the  bread:,  and  an  ATcites,  arc 
alfo  frequently  generated  by  the  recefs,  or  prepoder- 
ous  and  injudicious  rcpulfion  of  the  itch,  arthritic  di- 
forders,  and  the  gout;  as  alfo  by  the  fudden  conlolida- 
rion  of  old  ulcers  and  fontanels.  And, 'which  is  dill 
more  furprdng,  I have  obferved  a rej)ulfion  of  oedc'' 
matious  fweilings  of  the  feet,  by  whatever  means,  luc- 
ceeded  by  a violent  oppredion  and  uneafinels  ot  the 
bread,  which  were  again  followed  by  a Droply  ; for 
tlie  thick  and  vapid  lerum,  which  lay  Jlagnant  in  the 
feet  is  by  fwathing  forced  upwards  ♦,  anol,  being  ab- 
forbed  by  the  languiferous  veins,  is  conveyed  to  the 
pisecordia;  and  being,  thence  carried  with  the  red  of 
the  humours,  from  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  to 
the  pulmonary  artery,  and  its  ramidcations,  fills  them 
with  fuch  an  excedive  load  of  humours,  as  bv  com- 
prclfing  the  pulmonary  veficles,  redds  the  ingrefs  of  the 
air  into  tliem  in  a degree  fufficienc  to  propel  the  blood 
thro’  the  ve>ns.  I'he  blood  therefore,  in  this  cafe  re- 
gurgitates to  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and,  by 
clidending  it,  creates  great  uneafinefs,  and  a difficulty 
of  breathing.  Since,  therefore,  by  this  means  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  thro’  the  lung‘d,-  is  rendered 
highly  dow  and  languid,  the  ferum  is  not  only  fecre- 
ted  through  the  pores  in  the  cavity  of  the  bread,  and 
eXtravafed  from  the  numerous  lymphatic  vedels  of 
the  lungs-,  but  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the 
\\\\o\*i'ven^  cava^  is  all'o,  in  fome  mcafure,  dopt,  and 
retarded;  lo  that  it  is  not  furprifing,  that  there  diould 
alfo  happen  large  dagnations  and  extravafations  of 
lerum  in  the  inferior  parts. 
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Having;  thus  taken  a view  of  the  tetioloo^v  of  this 
dii'urder,  it  now  remains,  that  we  accurately  dilbn- 
guifli  it  from  other  aqueous  tumours,  that  by  this 
means  we  may  be  able  to  take  the  more  judicious 
jneafures  for  its  cure.  A Droply  then  ought  not  to 
he  confounded  with  oedemateous  iwellings  ot  the  feet, 
fincc  the  latter  may  happen  without  any  danger  in 
found  perlons  of  a loft  and  fpongious  habit,  who  arc 
addi6tcd  to  a fedentary  life.  Thde  kinds  of  oede- 
niateous  iwellings  are  very  frequent  in  pregnant  wo- 
men, but,  after  delivery,  ceafe  Ipontaneoully,  without 
the  alTiilance  of  medicine,  for  they  are  produced  by 
the  great  dilations  ot  the  uterus,  which  io  compraOes 
the,  vena  cava,  between  that  and  the  vertebre  of  the 
loins,  that  the  blood  cannot  rile  to  the  fu-penor  parts 
with  its  ufual  freedom.  It  alfo  frequently  happens, 
the  iliac  veflcls,  by  means  of  datuicircies  ftrongly  dil- 
tending  the  inteftines.  But  when  the  tt'ne  of  the  in- 
telfines  is  reftored,  and  the  flatulencies  expelled,  thefe 
tumours  are  eafily  removed.  Sometimes  alfo  we  ob- 
ferve,  fwellings  of  the  legs  produced  by  an  ohjtruc- 
tion  of  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood,  in  conie- 
quence  of  a violent  and  tenlbry  compreffion  of  the 
thighs,  in  riding  long  journies. 

We  muft  be  highly  careful  not  to  confound  an  Af- 
cites  with  pregnancy,  which  is  nq  hard  tallc  to  a ju- 
dicious ebierver  •,  fur  in  pregnant  women,  the  colour 
of  the  countenance  is  frdli  and  lively,  and  the  tumour 
of  the  abdomen  unequal,  and  nfing,  as  it  were,  to  tlie 
pr^ecordia  •,  whereas,  in  drophcal  patients,  the  lower 
piarts  of  the  abdomen  is  tumid,  the  tun^our  is  equal, 
and  the  breads  fubfide.  .This  latter  cafe  is  alfo  ac- 
companied with  a third,  which,  in  gedation,  is  far 
Jefs.  Bcfides,  in  an  Afeites,  there  is  always  a lludu- 
aiion  perceived  in  ilie  abdomen,  and  the  water  falls 
i\hich  ever  way  thep2t:er.f  reciinet.  'riie  motion  of 
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the  fcetns  alfo  in  the  uterus,  which  generally  h.iypens 
ahouc  the  tu'enty-feventh  week,  removes  every  pofTi-* ' 
bility  of  a miftake.  Nor  is  it  to  be  denied,  that,  in 
pregnant  women,  Icucophlegmatic  fwellings  now  and- 
then  appear  at  the  fame  titne  ; but  this  principally 
iiappens  when  they  are  with  child  of  twins,  or  too 
plethoric,  ip  conlcquence  of  having  negledled  vene- 
icClion, 

Tis  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  a polypus  of  the 
lieart  is  fornctimes  accompanied  with  a fwelling  of 
iliC  thighs  of  the  legs,  withept  cither  an  Anafarca  or 
Afeites,  This  is  known  to  be  the  cai'e,  by  the  vio- 
lent ftraitnels  of  the  bread, by  the  unequal  intermiuenr,^ 
and  frequently  varying  pulle  *,  and,  efpecialiy,  by  a 
dread  of  fuffocation,  after  the  lalhes  of  pa/Tion,  or  vio- 
lent excercife.  Tis  not,  however,  to  be  denied  that 
this  Itare  is,  when  other  caulps  concur,  fucceeded  by 
a true  and  ligitimate  Dropfy. 

There  is  all'o  a confiderablc  difference  between  a 
fpurious  and  legitimate  Alcites.  I'hc  former  is  when 
the  water  is  not  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, but  is  pent  up  in  niembranes,  and  included, 
as  it  were,  in  the  facks  of  the  peritonaeum  ; for 
which  reafon,  fome  authors  call  it  hydrops  fuccalus. 
With  fefpcd:  to  this  fpecies  of  Dropfy,  the  reader, 
may  confult  the  Mi  feel.  Nat.  Curio f.  Decad,i.  An.  8. 
Ohf.  25.  as  alfo  Mr.  Littre,  in  the  work  before  quo- 
ted. I le  may  alfo  confult  a Differtatiop  delivered 
before  Albertus  de  hydrepe  Santo,  per  L apfitm  in  abdomen 
curato.  In  an  Afeites,  on  the  contrary,  the  extra- 
vafed  water  dagnates  in  the  cavities  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomen. 

With  refpedfro  f)rognodics,  and  event,  of  this  di- 
forder,  Areta^us,  in  the  part  already  quoted,  re- 
marks, ‘‘  that  all  the  fpecics  of  Dropfies  are  bad  ; 
the  milded  is  a Lcucophlcgmatia,  a Tympanitis  is 
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dangerous;  but  an  Anafarca  worfe.”  We  luny,  in 
general  affirm,  that  an  Afeites  is  incurable,  when  in- 
veterate, and  arifmg  from  other  diforders,  in  which 
the  vifeera  are  greatly  corrupted,  or  beginning  to  be 
io;  when  the  water  is  difeharged  from  ruptured 
lymphatic  veffels  or  ; when  the  patient  is 

rack’d  with  third,  and  thefuperior  parts  of  his  body 
extenuated  ; and  when  the  urine  is  fmall  in  c]uahtity, 
.highly  red,  and  depohts  a fediment.  On  the  con- 
trary we  affiert,  with  Hippocrates,  that  the  Dropfv 
admits  of  a cure,  in  zvhich  the  vifeera  are  obilrub'ied 
})ut  not  Jcirrhoiis  and  corrupted ; in  which  the  pa- 
tient retains  his  appetite,  breathes  with  calc,  and 
difchargcs'thin  urine,  efpeciallv  if  he  has  the  advan- 
tage of  youth  on  his  iide.  When  a Dropfy,  cfpe-r 
cially  a Leu.cophlegmatia,  or  an  Anatarca,  ariles 
'from  an  adhiyia  in  plethoric  patients ; trom  drinking 
too  much  in  fevers ; from  too  keen  an  appetite  al  ter 
the  cure  of  fevers;  qr  from  violent  haemorrhages, 
there  are  fufficient  hopes  qf  a cure,  provided  the  rc- 
, lief  of  the  patient  is  feafonably  attempted  by  proper 
remedies. 

Before  the  phyfician  attempts  the  cure  of  this  difor- 
der,  fays  James,  he  ought  carelully  to  confider,  whe- 
ther it  will  admit  of  a cure,  or  is  abfolucely  incurable. 
If  he  ffiould  perceive  that  it  is  incurable,  fie  ouuhc  ra- 
ther to  decline  the  attempt,  than  hazard  his  reputa- 
tion i or^  at  lead,  to  fecure  the  latter,  by  making  a 
pofuive  and  abfolutc  prognodic,  with  relpecfl  to  the 
due  of  the  patient.  The  mod  genuine  method  of  cure 
confid  in  purfuing  thefe  two  intentions : Fird,  toeva-- 
cuate  the  dagnant  waters,  collected  in  the  cavities  of 
^the  body,  and  between  the  fkin  and  mufcles ; and  fc- 
condly,  to  remove  the  caufe,  by  means  of  which  the 
waters  have  been,  and  are  dill,  daily  accumulated. 
The  evacuation  of  the  waters,  feems  but  to  contribute 

very 
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very  little  to  the  cure,  iinld's  the  caiife,  producing  the 
extravalation  of  the  waters,  is,  at  the  lame  time,  re- 
moved ; for  when  the  cattfe  is  not  taken  away\  the  wa- 
ters are  Joon  generated  ajrejh.  < But  becaulc  the  force 
and  energy  of  the  medicines,  proper  for  removing 
the  caute  of  this  diforder,  are  much  impair'd  by  the 
load  of  waters;  and  becaufe  the  pairs,  in  which  they 
ftagnate,  are  in  procefs  of  time,  injured  and  corripotcd, 
the  phyfician’s  princip'ai  *"are  ought  lo  be  to  free  the 
body,  as  much  as  poffjble,  from  all  iiDpurities  and 
recrementitious  juices. 

For  this  purpofe,  unlei's  nature  does  the  work, 
either  by  a copious  diarrhisa,  or  adifeharge  of  the  wa- 
ter from  the  feet,*we  are  carefully  to  deliberate,  whe- 
ther the  end  can  be  commodioully,  and  ^vithou•E  dan- 
ger, obtained  by  the  paracentifis.  With  reipebt  to 
tliis,  there  is  a memorable  palfige,  in  winch 

jLins  thus ; Erafillratus  condenined  tbs  method  of 
cure  by  the  paracentifs^  becaife  the  water  is  in  I'aiii 
evacuated',  fince,  in  coniequence  of  t!ie  diiordcr  of 
the  liver,. it  is  foon  generated  afrcfli.  ,BtK,  this  dilfem- 
•per  does  not  aiifelblelv  from  rhe  fault  of  tlie  liver ; 
tor  the  ipicen  is  affccfrd,  and  the  whole  habit  of  the 
body  bad.  Befidcs,  if  the  preternatural  coih  clion  of 
the  waters  is  not  evacuated,  n prove  injunous,  not 
only  to  the  liver,  but  alfo  to  the  orlier  pares,  'i'ls  cer- 
tainly expedient,  that  the  patient  friould,  ifpollible, 
be  cured  ; tho’  t’nis  evacmation  does  not  promote  il'.e 
cure;  but  only  make  way  for  t!;e  operation  of  mrei-- 
cines,  wh’ch  was  prevented  andi  fruitrated  by  the  in- 
cluded w’ltv'::".  d'is  alfo  certain,  that  all  jicrions  can- 
not  be  cured  by  this  means,  but  only  voting  and  ro- 
bufi  patients,  who  are  ei’;ier  entirely  free  fre-m  a fe- 
ver, oi , at  h-ad,  have  long  and  favourable  intermif- 
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lions  ; for  thofe  whofe  llomachs  are  corrupted,  thofe 
in  whom  a redundance  ot  black  bile  has  produced 
this  dilorder,  or  who  are  of  a bad  habit  of  body,  arc  . 
by  no  means  fit  patients  for  having  this  method  of 
cure  tried  upon  them.” — Thus  far  Dr.  on  the 

caufes  and  fymptoms  of  the  Dropfy,  and  its  ciira- 
tive  indications ; he  has  cited  the  preferiptions  of 
many  authors,  which  are  in  common  practice  among 
modern  Phyficians. 

I do  not  difpute  the  necefTity  of  evacuating  the 
waters,  either  by  cathartics^  diuretics,  or  diaphoretics^ 
when  the  difeafe  has  an  appearance  to  yield  to  their 
powers  •,  but  what  1 here  ftand  forth  for  is,  that  after 
leveral  repetitions  of  the  above-mentioned  remedies 
have  failed,  the  further  ufe  of  them  fhould  ab- 
folutely  be  forbidden.  As  to  the  parencentefis,  or 
tapping,  although  it  may,  amongft  the  hundred  that 
it  kills,  fave  the  life  of  one,  it  is  an  attempt,  which 
fhould  never  be  put  in  pradlice  while  there  are  other 
means  more  rational,  more  eafy,  and  fafe.  For  thefe 
thirty  years  paft,  thefe  falutary  means  have  been 
invented  by  my  Father*,  who  had  proved  their  utility 
to  the  public  by  the  many  well-authenticated  cures 
he  had  performed  by  them ; yet  becaufe  it  was  a re- 
medy out  of  the  pradice  of  the  modern  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty,  had  not  at  firft  been  paid  that  regard  to, 
which  a fucceffion  of  cures  of  Dropfical  and  other 
complaints,  has  now  eftabliflied. 

After  I had  been  in  pradice  in  feveral  hofpitals 
abroad,  I found  that  not  one  out  of  fixty,  was  hardly 
cured  of  a confirmed  Dropfy,  when  1 came  to  Eng- 
land, I became  an  alTiftant  for  above  feven  years  to  my 
Father’s  Medicated  Baths,  where,  by  a conftant  and 


* Vid.  his  Medical  Anecdotes 
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diligent  attention  to  his  practice,  I made  myfelf 
mafter  of  the  modes  and  means  of  preparing  and^ 
applying  his  falutary  operations  for  curing  divers 
difeafes ; my  chief  ftudy  has  ever  fince  been  con- 
fined to  thofe  complaints,  which  feem  to  me  to  give 
birth  to  others,  or  are  more  difficult  to  cure.  The 
Dropfy  has  taken  up  a great  part  of  my  time,  and  the 
fuccefs  I have  met  with  in  the  cure  of  this  dreadful 
complaint,  has  puffied  my  refearches  ftill  further, 
and  flatter  myfelf,  that  I have  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
have  added  a degree  of  probability  for  a cure  in  many 
cafes  where  there  were  none  before;  for  this  purpofe  I 
have  conftrudted  an  apparatus  upon  a new  plan, 
which  is  far  fuperior  in  point  of  efficacy  and  conve- 
niency  to  any  I have  formerly  eredled.  The  public, 
I hope,  do  not  expedt  from  me,  a circumftantial 
account  of  every  ftep  that  I take  to  cure  difeafes,  nor 
an  explanation  of  the  ufe  and  conflrudtion  of  every  ma- 
chine and  leader  that  conftitute  my  apparatus,  the  rea- 
fon  is  too  obvious;  after  having  fpent  a capital  fortune, 
and  having  been  years  conftantly  employed  in  inftruc- 
ting  the  various  workmen  to  ereft  my  apparatus,  it  is 
rational,  I fliould  at  leafl:  enjoy,  uninterrupted,  the 
fruits  of  my  labour  and  money  for  a few  years, 
cfpecially  as  in  this  capital  there  are  many  perfons  of 
the  profeffion,  who  make  it  their  ftudy  to  live  upon 
the  toils  of  others,  even  at  the  expence  of  their  fellow- 
creature’s  life ; various  inftances  of  this  kind  I could 
here  infert;  But,  one  or  two  will  fuffice,  as  well  as  an 
hundred. 

Laft  year  Dr.  Kooftray,  the  late  worthy  and  human 
Phyficianof  the  London  Difpcnfary,  was  attacked  with 
a giddinefs  in  his  head,  for  which  it  was  thought 
advifcable  he  ffiould  be  blooded ; his  conftitution 
was  not  one  of  the  .healthieft ; the  clofe  and  un- 
remitted attention  he  paid  to  poor  patients,  was  not 

even 


( 83  ) 

, even  fuitable  to  a healthy  man’s  ftrength  •,  in  confe- 
quence  ot  which  he  fell  into  a Dropfy  which  did  not 
yield  to  the  medicines  he  took.  Seeing  his  cafe  dif- 
perate,  he  was  advifed  by  fome  of  his  friends  to  go 
to  Dr.  K — ly  at  Knightfbridge,  and  as  being  a 
gentleman  of  the  college.  Dr.  de  V — n,  laid  to  him, 
go  there,  and  he  will  do  for  you  (one  would  think  de 
V — n had  been  a prophet.)  Dr.  Kooftray  went  with 
ids  wife;  Dr.  K — ly  was  not  to  befeen,  but,  I was 
told,  his  Ion  the  young  Do £i or  received  Dr.  K 'oftray, 
who  after  he  had  been  made  well  acquainted  with  his 
cafe,  put  the  Do6tor,  into  a warm  vapour  Bath,  there 
he  ftaid  a confiderable  time,  and  when  his  pores  were 
open,  he  was  put  into  a warm  Water  bath,  out  of 
which  the  unfortunate  Doflor  was  taken  more  dead 
than  alive.  This  pradtice  certainly  furpalTes  that  of 
Dr.  SahgradtJ. 

Whatever  a man  does  flaould  be  confonant  to  rea- 
fon  and  experience  *,  but  here  Dr.  K — ly  (in  curing 
difeafes  by  his  furreptitious  mode^^  of  praflice)  has 
fliewn  himfelf  polTcftof  neither!  The  unprecedented 
procefs  with  which  he  treated  Dr.  Kobftray’s  com- 
plaint 


* The  means  by  which  Dr.’  K— ly  obtained  an  idea  of 
Medicinal  Baths,  willfully  appear  by  the  following  narative 
taken  from  my  Father,  Dr.  B.  Dominiceti’s  addrefs  “ to 
“the  wife,  juft,  and  humane  Legislators,  Judges, 
“ Clergy,  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Society  and 
“ College  of  Physicians  Great~Brltain\”  March  1779. 

“ On  my  arrival  in  London,  (fiys  he)  1 obferved  in  the  pa- 
‘‘  pers  an  advertifement  for  letting  a fniall  houfe  in  Knightf- 
‘‘  bridge;  and  finding  its  fituation  convenient,  with  fuiticient 
‘‘  ground  adjoining  for  the  purpofe  of  building  my  apparatus,! 
“ went  with  Mr.  Powell,  my  furgeon,  to  the  landlord.  Dr. 
“ Chriftopher  Kelly,  who  lived  in  St.  Martin's-Iane,  and  a- 
greed  with  him  for  a leafe,  at  lool.  per  annum.  Fie  fignified 
, G 2 “a  defire 
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plaint,  prove  him,  not  only  iinlkilful  In  bathing,  but 

even  void  of  profeflional  judgment.  He  did  not 

know 


“ a defire  to  know  the  purpofe  of  my  taking  it,  and  on  being 
“ acquainted  with  my  profeffion,  wiflied  previoufly  to  fee  the 
‘‘  plan  of  my  intended  buildings.  Confidering  him  as  a man 
“ of  honour  and  a gentleman,  1 very  frankly  came  to  him  a- 
“ train  with  Mr.  Powell  the  fame  day,  and  entrufted  him  with 
“ my  plans,  and  an  explanation  of  the  ftrudfure  of  my  appa- 
“ ratus ; accompanying  the  papers  with  feveral  certificates 
“ and  affidavits,  refpefting  cures  which  I had  performed. 

Dr.  Kelly  faithfully  promifed  to  return  thefe  documents  in 
“ a day  or  two,  and  then  give  me  a definitive  anfwer  concer- 
“ ning  the  houfe.  At  the  end  of  two  days,  and  on  the  3d, 
“'4th,  5th,  and  6th  alfo,  I called  repeatedly  upon  him  in 
“ St.  Martin’s-lane,  but  could  neither  by  myfelf  or  my  fur- 
“ geon,  get  fight  of  him,  nor  receive  back  my  papers.  On 
“ the  yth  day  1 had  notice  that  the  mafter  of  the  vefTel  (then 
“ in  the  river)  was  obliged  to  unload  my  goods  brought 
“ from  Briftol ; 1 therefore,  both  perfonally,  and  by  letter, 

“ applied  to  Dr.  Kelly  for  his  anfwer ; but  in  vain.  The 
“ next  day  however  he  did  return  my  papers  ; but  added,  to 
“ my  aflonifliment,  thathefhould  go  and  live  in  the  houfe  at 
“ Knightfhridge  himfelf ! So  difingenuous  and  unkind  a de- 
“ lay,  added  to  the  difappointment  and  hurry  attending  the 
“ inconvenient  landing  of  my  goods,  made  me  precipitately 
“ take  a houfe  at  Milbank,  Weltminfter ; where  fhortly  af- 
“ ter  1 confiru61ed  my  apparatus. 

In  his  fecond  publication  he  takes  notice  of  Dr.  Kill-all 
as  follows;  after  Y)o^or  Kill-all  had  been  well  allured 
“ that  the  reputation  of  my  apparatus  had  received  the 
“ approbation  and  encouragement  of  the  above  named 
“ great  perfonages,  &c.*  and  that  my  fuccefs  in  curing 
“ the  molt  hopelefs  complaints  daily  increafed,  he  eredled 

* Alluding  to  feveral  tnetnbers  of  the  college  ofphyficiam^  of  the 
rnyal  focictyy  of  art  and  fciences,  learned  traveller Sy  & c.  fome  of 
whvn  vifited  his  apparatus  and  others  have  been  under  his  care. 

“ alfo 
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know  the  general  rule,  contraira  contrariis  curantur,  et 
fimilia  fimilihus  confervantur^  neither  the  falutary  advice 

Celfus, 


“ alfo  an  apparatus  in  imitation  ol  'mine ; and  upon  the  very 
fpot  of  ground,  where,  after  having  fairly  negociated  with 
“ him  for  it,  1 had  intended  to  build,  previous  to  my  for- 
“ ming  the  two  already  mentioned  atMillbank,  Wckminfter, 
“ and  at  Chelfea. 

“ On  feeing  in  the  newfpapers  an  account  of  this  furrep- 
“ titious  proceeding,  I remonftrated  to  Dr.  Kill- all  on  the 
“ treachery  and  injuftice  of  his  ufurapation  ; I informed  him 
“ alfo  of  the  fan6lion  I had  obtained  by  his  Majefly’s 
Letters  Patent,  and  infifted  upon  his  difeontinuing  the  ufe 
“ of  his  clandeftine  plan.  Doctor  Kill-all  upon  this,  con- 
“ feious  of  his  guilt  and  breach  of  confidence,  and  perhaps 
“ fearing  the  inconveniences  to  which  an  exertion  of  my  pri- 
“ vileges  might  fubjedt  him,  rnade  mean  offer,  by  Sir  J.  f'. 
“ and  J.  F.  Efq.  of  a third  part  of  whatever  monies  he 
“ might  be  enabled  to  procure,  by  this  his  new-fangled  and 
“ moft  difreputable  pra6tice. 

“ Several  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  who  conftantly  had 
recommended  their  patients  to  my  baths  and  care,  and 
“ many  other  of  my  beft  friends,  to  whom  I communicated 
“ the  circumftance,  can  witnefs  for  me,  with  what  abhor- 
“ rence  and  contempt  I rejected  the  bafe  offer;  and  to  thofe 
“ who  have  not  already  been  informed  of  them,  I now  think 
“ myfelf  well  juffified  in  ftating  the  following  as  my  fincere 
“ reafons  for  that  refufal. 

“ I.  In  the  firft  place,  the  mean  Propofer  had  forfeited 
“ every  claim  to  my  notice  or  regard,  by  his  very  ungentle- 
“ manlike  deportment. 

“ 2.  Dodfor  Kill-all,  through  his  unhappy  (late  of  mind 
“ (for  which,  as  a man,  I confider  him  an  obje^l:  of  pity) 
“ had  committed  many  alarming  errors  towards  his  patients, 
whilfl:  he  prarSlifed  man-midwifery;  in  confequence  of 
“ which  it  had  oftentimes  been  found  neccfl’ary  to  confine 
“ him  in  mad-houfes ; and  had  it  not  been  for  luch  an  apo- 
“ logy  he  muff  have  undergone  the  fevereft  ferutiny  of  pe- 
“ nal  law  for  his  mifconduil.  Under  fuch  perilous  circurn- 

“ fiances 
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✓ 

Celfus^  lih.  3.  cap.  21.  has  left  us,  where  he  fays  that 
bathing  and  all  rnoifture  is  hurtful  in  this  complaint 

— becaufe 

f 
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ftances,  hov/  could  I in  honour,  juftice,  or  confciencc 
‘ ‘ think,  of  accepting  any  offer  from  him  ? And  indeed,  how 
‘‘  can  it  poflibly  have  happened,  thatfuch  a man  fhould  have 
‘‘  beeir  countenanced  as  an  arbitrator  or  direiforof  artificially 
“ heated  and  medicated  water  and  vapour  baths,  when  even 
“ a fober,  Ifeady  and  learned  phyfician,  in  other  refpeifs  wel  1 
“ (killed  and  judicious,  mult  he  very  unfit  for  the  taflc,  unlefs 
“ he  have  firft  acquired  a perfect  knowledge  and  pradtice  in 
“ the  art  of  preparing  and  applying  the  medicinal  fubftances 
and  degree  of  heat,  according  to  the  different  diforders, 
“ conflitutioii,  animal  heat,  and  other  critical  circumftances 
‘‘of  his  patients;  and  is  determined  to  lay  afide  all  other 
“ branches  of  medical  pradtice,  and  make  the  toilfome  talk 
“ in  queftion  his  pleafure  as  well  as  his  employment.  Such 
“ it  has  ever  been  to  me  ; from  a ferious  convidtion,  that 
“ upon  a confummate  knowledge  and  conftant  attention  to 
“ practice  in  this  peculiar  branch,  firft  invented  and  intro- 
“ duced  by  me  into  England,  the  lives  of  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
“ jedts,  and  the  eftablifhed  reputation  of  my  difeoveries 
equally  depend. 

“ 3.  Not  long  after  my  refufal  as  above,  .Dr,  KUl-all  too 
“ glaringly  appeared  in  a new  character,  to  leave  a dopbt  of 
“ the  propriety  of  my  ideas  of  him  : He  came  to  St.  James’s 
“ dreffed  in  a naval  commander’s  uniform  ; and  as  a divine 
“ prophet,  and  tlie  Ambafl'ador  of  Jefus  Chrift,  prefented  to 
“ the  hands  of  Majefty  a note  written  with  his  blood,  de- 
firing  that  the  name  of  the  Royal  Confort  might  be  chano-ed 
into  Queen  Mary  ; in  confequcnce  of  which  ftrange  extra- 
“ vagance  he  was  immediately  replaced  in  confinement. 

“ Since  that  period,  his  various  publications,  and  other 
“ outrages,  of  a nature  too  grofs  and  blafphemous  to  blot  my 
“ paper,  and  tire  the  reader’s  patience, — have  but  the  more 
fully  confirmed  me  in  my  fendmentS]  and  muft  be  (fill  a- 

‘‘  live 
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— becaufe  the  abforbent  veins  attra6l  great  quantities 
of  water,  which  ferve  to  encreafe  the  Dropfical  fwel- 

liiigs. 


“ live  in  the  memory  of  thoufands,*  who  were  eye  and  ear- 
“ witnefles  of  the  fafts  alluded  to. 

T'o  thefe  it  is  but  due  from  me,  and  a juftice  to  the  pub- 
“ lie  to  add,  that  Mrs.  L,  being  brought  as  a patient  to  Dr. 
“ Kill-all^  was  put  into  a water  bath,  and  about  five  minutes 
“ after  fhe  was  in,  he  let  into  the  bath  fuch  a quantity  of 
“ boiling  water,  as  occafioned  a total  contraftion  of  her  limbs, 
“ violent  tremours  enfued  ; and  for  two  years  the  lady  lived 
**  in  pain,  unable  to  move  hand  or  foot. 

“ The  Honourable  Mrs.  C.  nearly  loft  her  fldn  by  the  in- 
“ tenfe  heat  of  the  water  bath,  applied  by  Dr.  Kill-all, 
“ MifsS.was  almoft  brought  to  diftradfion,  with  a fever, 
“ convulfions,  and  weaknel's,  under  his  care,  by  the  prepof- 
terous  and  ill-applied  ufe  of  medicinal  baths  ; and  there  are 
“ no  lefs  than  52  other  perfons,  whom  1 could  refer  to  by 
“ name  and  circumftance,  equally  fufFerers  through  his  pre- 
“ fumptionand  abfurd  treatment.  From  premifes  like  thefe, 
“therefore,  it  is  obvious  to  everyone,  that  ~Dr,  Kill-allxs 
“ equally  as  fit  to  prepare  and  adminifter  the  arbitrarily 
heated  and  medicated  water  and  vapour  baths,  as  a blind 
man,  who  after  having  ftolen  the  tools  of  a watch-maker, 
“ fhould  take  it  into  his  head  to  mend  the  difordered  watches 
“of  his  neighbours.  Confcquently,  had  I,  in  any  mode, 
entered  into  partnerfhip  with  Dr.  Kill-all^  I ftiould  have 
“ deemed  myfelf  anfwerable  to  God  and  Man,  for  every 
“ mifehief  done,  or  to  be  done  by  him,  in  his  pretended 
“ pradfice  of  my  plan. 


Particularly  his  fpeeches^i  ‘July  whenhe  appear- 

“ ed  in  his  prophetic  chara£ier  in  the  Ajj'embly  Room  at  Canterbury ^ 
“ and  when  their  Graces  the  Duke  of  D.  and  Dutchefs  of  S.  were 
“ prefent. — His  Jirange  and  blafphemous  credentials  fent  to  the 
“ Jrchbijhop  of  C.  and  other  prelates. — His  long  addrefs  fent  to 
“ Sir  J.  F.  dated.,  duguf  i,  1772  ; and  the  Proclamation  To  all 
“ Emperors.,  &c.  Chri/lopher.,  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  Prophet,  & c. 
“ publi/hed  by  him  in  the  Middlefex  Journal,  Sept,  i,  1772. 

‘ Thou^k 
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lings.  The  Do«5tor,  more  than  half  dead,  could  hardly 
be  put  into  his  chariot,  and  thinking  that  day 

would 


“ Through  a fingular  perverfion,  however,  this  honefi-, 
difinterefted  and  chriftain  proceeding  on  my  part,  hath  by 
“ Dr.  Kill~all.y  his  relations,  and  interefted  medical  abettors, 
‘‘  been  treated  and  propagated  not  only  as  injurious,  infa- 
“ mous  and  cruel ; but  becaufe  truly  1 was  a native  of  Italy, 
“ and  Dr.  Kill-all  an  Englifhman,  and  a Member  of  the 
“ College  of  Phyficians,  it  was  deemed  a fufficient  ground  of 
“combination  to  fall  upon  me  with  indignation,  virulence 
“ and  revenge ; barking  and  biting  againft  my  honour,  my 
“ profeHional  ingenuity,  and  my  creed. 

“ A due  fenfe  of  fuch  unmerited  indignities,  at  length  obli- 
“ ged  me  to  file  a bill  in  the  H.  C.  of  C.  againft  Dr.  Kill-all ; 
“ to  which  he  anfwered  upon  oath,  confeffing  that  fome  part 
“ of  his  vapour  baths  was  taken  from  mine,  and  with  an  ef- 
“ frontery  of  too  ferious  a name  for  trifling,  denying  other 
“ allegations  of  my  charge.  At  this  crifis  two  benevolent 
counfellors,  and  leveral  of  my  humane  friends,  advifed  me 
“ to^drop  the  purfuit,  as  Dr.  Kill-all  coxAA  not  probably  long 
“ fupport  his  undertaking,  and  as  my  farther  proceeding 
might  appear  to  Ibme  very  refpedfable  charadlers  in  the 
“ phyfital  line,  as  indicating  a yigid  or  cruel  difpofition  in 
“ me,  merely  to  opprefs  a family  already  too  much  opprcffed  ; 
“ and  particularly  as  at  that  very  time,  for  fome  eccentrick 
“ pradiices  as  ufual,  he  was  confined  in  a place  of  flrict  in- 
“ fpedtion. — I was  accordingly  influenced  by  thefc  confi- 
“ derations  to  wave  the  profecution,  which  had  been  com-, 
“ menced  upon  the  moft  equitable  ground. 

“ As  a proof  of  which,  let  me  further  obferve,  that  upon 
“ Dr.  Kill-aWs>  difcharge  from  his  confinement,  he  went,  in 
“ company  with  his  daughter,  before  a moft  rd’pe^Iable  ma- 
giftrate  j and  there,  in  the  prefence  of  two  gentlemen  of 
“ the  robe,  and  feveral  other  perfons,  faid  to  the  Bench,  “ I 
‘‘  come  here,  to  adl  the  part  of  aconftable,  by  bringing  my- 
felf  to  be  committed  j defervingthe  pillory  for  having  ma- 
“ licioufly  perjured  myfelf  againft  Dr.  Dominiceti,  in  the 
anfwcr  I gave  in  to  his  Bill  of  complaint  in  the  C.  of  C. 

“ The 
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would  be  his  lafl-.  In  going  liome,  called  on  his  friend 
the  celebrated  Dr.  M — o,  in  Jermyn* Street,  under 
whom  he  had  been  a pupil.  On  learning  what  had 
palf,  I have  heard  that  he  could  not  help  ceniuring, 
witli  a degree  of  indignation.  Dr.  K — iy’s  procels, 
and  at  the  fame  time  pitying  the  Doctor,  as  a man  of 
the  faculty,  for  fubmitting  to  fuch  unwarrantable 
treatment ; he  prefcribed  for  him  fon.e  powerful  dia- 
phoretics, and  advifed  the  Do6lor  to  put  himfelf  un- 
der my  care.  Dr.  Kooftray  called  at  my  houfe,  to 
confult  with  me  about  his  complainr.  I was  ambi- 
guous with  him,  but  to  his  wife  and  friends,  anJ  to 
his  Surgeon,  and  Apothecary,  I told  them  that  Dr. 
Kooftray’s  complainr,  in  my  opinion,  was  ir.curable. 

Dr.  Kooftray  foon  became  fenfible  of  his  fituation, 
and  told  me  that  all  his  hopes  centered  in  my  procefs. 
H is  wife  and  friends  likewife  intreated  me  to  take  him 
under  my  care,  altho’  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery. In  order  to  gratify  a man  that  was  fo  much 
beloved,  and  the  anxiety  of  his  friends,  1 took  him 
into  my  houfe,  where  he  underwent  feveral  times,  a 
courfe  of  my  operations-,  he  was  alfo  attended  by  fe- 
veral  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  difiinguifhcd 


“ The  humane  Bench,  viewing  his  fituation,  treated  him 
“ with  tendernefs,  and  Tent  him  home  with  his  daughter, 
“ who  was  in  tears  the  whole  time. 

“ Thefe  are  fa6ts  well  known  and  incontrovertible  ; not- 
“ withftanding  v/hich,  fevcral  envious,  jealous  and  avaricious 
“ perfons  of  the  P'aculty,  abfolutely  agreed  with  Dr.  Kill-all 
“ to  let  them  have  free  accefs  for  fending  patients  to  him; 

and  for  attending  and  preferibing  medicines  to  fuch  as 
“they  fhould  recommended  to  the  ufeof  his  baths;  and 
“ four  at  leaf!,  of  thofe  gentlemen  have  alfo  contracled  to 
“ have  a third  part  of  the  money  he  Ihould  gain  from  their 
“ patients.’’  Thus  mad  men  are  accounted  wife,  by 
being  made  the  tools  of  knaves, 

themfdves 
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themfelves  for  their  zeal  and  humanity  towards  him 
by  their  unrcmitted  attention  to  his  complaint,  but  all 
proved  in  vain  ; the  fcale  was  turned  againft  him  be- 
fore lie  tried  the  ufe  of  my  operations. 

It  is  my  firm  belief,  chat  amongfi  the  great  num- 
ber ot  perfons  who  die  in  this  kingdom  every  year  of 
dropfies,  many  of  them,  had  they  been  under  my 
care,  would  have  been  cured  by  the  ufe  of  my  opera- 
tions ; but  as  the  caufes  ot  difeafes,  and  the  difeafes 
themfelves,  are  only  perceived  by  thofe,  that  have  a 
genius  for,  and  are  accutlomed  to  infpedt  them  •,  it 
often  happens  that  not  all  perfons  who  have  the  care 
of  patients  know  the  complaint  to  be  dropfical,  till 
it  is  lao  late  fo^  them  to  cure  it ; and  altho*  they  are 
well  acquainted  that  remedies  ufed  in  the  common 
practice  ot  phyfic,  ‘laheu  the  diforder  is  thus  far  advan- 
ced^ afford  very  little  or  no  hopes  of  recovery,  yet,  fome 
of  them  to  the  difiionourof  their  profefiion,  diveftthem- 
fcl  ves  of  honefty  and  humanity,  go  on  in  their  ufiial  way, 
and  facrifice  the  lives  of  their  patients  to  their  ignorance, 
and  knavery,  rather  than  they  Ihould  be  cured  by. 
means  of  my  operations-,  means,  if  well  underftood  by 
the  public,  would  difgrace  their  pradice,  in  the  cure 
of  many  dileafes. 

In  order  to  convey  to  my  reader  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  efficacy  of  my  procefs  in  the  cure  of  thisdi- 
feafe,  I mult  firft  Ihew  the  foundations  on  which 
my  pretenfions  are  ereded.  The  public  then  will  be 
able  to  judge  how  tar  fuperior  or  inferior  my  re- 
medy is  to  thofe  ufed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
for  this  and  other  complaints.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  ot  the  various  caufes  that  produce  the 
dropfy  j 1 fhall,  confine  myfelf  to  generals,  at  prefent. 
In  the  4th  ciiap.  p.  48,  and  in  the  5th  chap.  p.  55, 
of  this  Dilfertation,  I haveobferved,  that  obftrudions 
are  the  general  caufes  of  difeafes,  and  difeafes  are 

commonly 
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commonly  nominated  from  the  parts  that  are  obdruc- 
ted.  An  obftrufted  perfpiration  is  one  of  the  prin- 
ciple external  caufes  from  whence  many  fecondary 
internal  caufes  arife,  as  has  been  proved  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  in  this  pamphlet*,  as  alfo  fchirrous  livers, 
draftic  purges,  mercury  (which,  by  its  fpecific 
gravity,  Imallnefs  and  configuration  of  its  parts, 
break  the  texture  of  the  fluids,  and  fometimes  the 
folids,  and  thus  debilitate  the  whole  animal  fyftem,) 
barks,  improper  bleedings,  fcurvy,  cold  air  after 
violent  exercife,  or  when  the  pores  are  open  by  heat 
or  relaxed  by  weaknefs,  not  only  may  caule  a dropfy, 
but  many  other  complaints^  &c.  &c.  Rut  whatever 
is  the  caufe,  this  difeafe  generally  manifcit  itfelf  by  a 
total  relaxtion  of  the  body,  by  an  extravafation  of  the 

lympha> 


* Phyfical  authors  have  found,  by  experience,  that  cold 
condenfes  the  fluid,  and  contracts  the  folid  ; by  which  the 
blood  and  lympha  are  rendered  incapable  of  circulating  in 
the  fmall  vefTcls,  therefore  a ftagnation  mufl:  happen,  or  an 
extravafation  from  the  over-diftended  veflcls  ; from  whence, 
not  only  dropfies,  but  confumptions,  and  other  complaints 
arife. — Dr.  Strother,  in  his  difeourfe  on  Caufes,  obferves,  “ coughs 
are  produced  by  the  lympha  extravas’d  from  the  mouths  of 
“ the  glands  of  the  trachoea  ; this  extravafation  proceeds 
‘‘  from  the  ov^'-diftended  veffels  j this  fuinefs  arifes  from  the 
“ perjpirobile  retained,  by  the  obflrudtion  of  the  miliary  glands; 
“ and  this  obltrudtion  proceeds  from  the  coardtation  of  the 
“ pores,  by  the  contradfive  force  of  the  air  : that  phlegmatic 
“ difeafes,  or  bilious  ones,  fhould  arife  from  the  fame  caufe,  to 
wit,  an  objirudlion  of  the  pores,  feems  fomewhat  para- 
“ doxical,  but  to  a confidering  perfon  ’tis  not  Arrange  to 
“ convince,  that  the  changes  of  the  air  may  alter  the  pores 
“ of  the  healthy,  of  any  conftitution.  And  as  quicquidre- 
“ cifitur,  ad  modum  recipientis  recipitur fo  if  the  pores  of  a 
“ phlegmatic  or  bilious  are  flrraitned,  fymptoms  will  evene 
‘f  fuitable  to  the  reigning  ftate,  and  exceffive  heats,  phlcgma- 
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lympha,  diffufed  all  over,  or  in  fome  particular  part 
of  it,  or  die  incyfted  in  fome  ot  the  cavities  thereof. 

In 


“ tic  difeafes  will  fpring  up,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
“ matter  retained  ; which  is  univocal  to  the  ftate  ol  blood  ; 

hence  the  defiutiims  of  faline^  or  pitutious  humours,  upon 
“ anv  member.  Weaknell'es  are  a fequel  for  if  perfons  are 
“ of  a tender  conftitution,  they  are  unable  to  bear  any 
“ ftrong  contradiions ; their  fpirits,  being  few,  are  put  into 
“ confufion,  and  expended  upon  any  irregularity  of  their 
“motion;  v/hich  the  retention  of  the  perfpirabile  infallibly 
“ efFedls  ; and  this  according  to  obfervation,  evenes  to  weak 
“ perfons  upon  a cold  air. 

“ IFeak  flomachs  ; ’tis  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  digef- 
“ tion  and  appetite  are  in  fome  degree  hurt ; for  confufions 
“ in  our  humours,  upon  retention  of  the  effluvia.^  produce 
“ analogous  fecretions,  and  the  fccreta  into  the  ffomach  being 
of  an  unnatural  mixture,  become  unfitted  for  the  ufual 
“ irritation,  and  we  fwallow  without  appetite,  and  by  con- 
“ fequence  our  digeftion  is  either  done  too  haftily,  or  is 
“ flower  than  is  agreeable  to  our  nature. 

“ Abortions  often  arife  from  plenitude;  and  weak  perfons 
“ being  fubjedl  to  have  thtir pores  bunged  up  from  cold,  are 
filled  with  humours  which  endanger  ruptures  of  xhtvejjels^ 
“ hamorrhages  and  abortions. 

“ Convuljions  in  childrens  thefe  are  no  other  than  irregular 
“ motions  of  the  fpirits  ; and  children  (being  the  moft  fuf- 
“ ceptible  of  any  influences  of  the  air,  from  the  mouldable- 
“ nefs  of  their  fibres  into  many  dimenfions)  fuffer,  from  the 
“ coldnefs,  a contrarian  of  the  pores  \ \f  ihtn  diarrhaa^  or 
a diabetical  flux  fucceed  not  perfpiration  abolifhed,  no  great 
“ wonder  they  are  convulfed. 

“ Ajlhmas  may  be  immediate  produces  of  the  cold  air  ; for 
the  contact  of  the  air  with  the  lungs  makes  its  cffedls 
“ more  immediate  ; fo  that  whether  we  confider  them  pro- 
‘‘ duced  by  condenfing  the  fecreta  of  the  lungs,  and  fixing 
“ them  clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  glands,  as  is  ufual  to  old 
“ fpitting  ajlhmatics.^  and  thus  falling  the  external  walls  of 
‘‘  the  efpera  arhria-,  or  whether  we  confider,  that  itcontra61:s 
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In  this  dlforder,  one  muft  be  as  anxious  to  remove  the 
caufe  as  v/ell  as  the  difeafe  •,  now,  if  we  confider,  which 
is  the  moft  expedient  and  fafeft  method,  we  fliallfind, 
that  the  attempting  to  evacuate  the  water  thro’  the 
pores  of  the  fl^in,  increafing  at  the  fame  time  the  con- 
tradibility,  and  elafticity  of  the  mufcles,  is  the  lureft ; 
becaufe  we  here  evacuate  a quantity  of  extravafated 
fluid,  which  is  not  only  of  further  fervice  to  any  par- 
ticular part  of  the  body,  but  when  retained  becomes 
burthenfome,  alkalefcent,  ichorrous,  and  corrofive, 
and  foon  will  prove  deftru(fl:ive  to  the  animal;  as  the 
aforefaid  cuticular  fecretions,  exceed  in  quantity,  and 
in  its  fpecific  gravity,  more  than  all  the  other  evacua- 
tions put  togechet;  places  my  method  of  curing  this, 
and  other  difeafes,  that  proceed  from  any  obftrndlion, 
from  a retention  of  perfpiration,  from  an  overabun- 
dance, or  extravafations  of  fluid,  in  a more  preferable 
light,  than  any  other.  Sanflorious,  in  his  Medicina  Sta- 
tical has  proved  excretions^  made  in  a given  time, 
have  commonly  this  proportion,  viz.  if  the  excretionby 
Jlool  be  as  four,  that  ol  urine  is  as  Jtxteen,  and  that  of  the 

“ the  fibres  here  forcibly,  and  hinders  a free  circle,  and 
“ confequently  brings  on  an  oppreffion  on  the  circulatory 
“ tubes;  an  ajihma  is  the  confequence  of  either  fuppofal. 

“ Fevers,  of  any  fort,  according  to  SanSiorious ; for  effer- 
“ vefences  frequently  arife  from  the  retention  of  noxious  and 
“ fermentative  particles. 

“ Sore  eyes,  epinySltdes*,  hcemorrhoids ; ’tis  well  if  the^rr- 
*•*-  fpirabile  retained  only  fixes  its  rnpurities  upon  the  cuticular 

glands,  and  produces  there  fmall  abfeefles  following  in- 
“ flammations;  for  the  fame  divine  author  gives  us  to  un- 
“ derftand  plcurifies  (efpecially)  and  abfcejjes  from  inter- 
“ nal  infammatiens,  are  a frequent  confequence  of  this  retention. 

* Epiny Bides  are  angery  tumours  affieBing  the  Jl'in  in  the  arms, 
hands,  and  thighs,  of  the  bignefs  of  a lupin ; of  a dufky  red,  and 
fometimes  of  a livid  and  pale  colour. 
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Jkinis  as  forty ^ or  more.  Upon  this  experiment,  Pit- 
cairn, and  others,  draw  this  conclufion,  that  if  you 
have  any  dirtemper  arifing  within  the  animal,  it  \%ten 
times  more  probable  to  cure  it  by  fweat  than  by  fiool. 
i^nd  Van  Swieten^  in  his  commentaries  on  Boerhaave^s 
Aphorijms^  oblerves,  that  they  who  attempt  to  cure 
dropfies,  arifing  from  vveaknefs,  by  cleanfing  the  body 
with  purges,  wonder  to  fee  it  grow  as  tumid  in  a few 
days  as  before,  without  once  confidering  that  all  the 
humours  flow  into  the  flaccid  veflels,  and  that  Icarce 
any  of  the  liquids  taken  down  are  carried  off  by  fweat 
or  perfpiration. 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  is  greater  difpro- 
portion  between  the  evacuation  of  the  pores  of  the 
Ikin,  than  all  the  others  •,  thefe  experiments,  founded 
on  a long  and  fuccefsful  praftice,  and  handed  down 
to  us  by  men  of  undeniable  veracity,  and  correfpon- 
ding  in  every  circumftance  to  the  repeated  trials  that 
have  been  made  on  this  fubjedl,  fhould  convince, 
that  my  external  applications  for  this  complaint  are 
entirely  calculated  to  perform  a cure ; and  what  I 
here  infifl:  upon  is,  that  when  the  patient  is  reduced 
totheftate,  we  have  before  obferved,  there  is  no  other 
remedy  known  of  equal  efficacy,  that  can  be  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  ftead.  From  repeated  experiments,  I 
have  found,  that  my  operations  have  radically  cured 
dropfical  complaints,  in  two  or  three  weeks,  when 
taken  in  its  infancy;  on  the  contrary,  when  the  di- 
feafe  is  tar  advanced,  it  has  generally  taken  three  or 
tour  months  to  be  fuccefstul.  The  generality  of  men 
feem  to  have  loti  the  power  of  ratiocination,  and 
bound  to  agree  to  the  narrow  thoughts  of  feme  phy- 
ficians,  which  do  not  extend  further  than  their  inte- 
refl  •,  they  are  willing  to  confine  the  pradliceof  phyfic 
to  internals,  without  allowing  their  patients  to 
think  that  the  human  body  requires  adminiftrations 
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of  a different  nature  •,  they  attribute  too  much  to  the 
fluid,  and  too  little  to  the  lolid ; altho’  they  have 
a mutual  dependance  one  upon  the  other.  Draftic 
purges,  and  ftimulating  diaphoretics  are  often  not 
' only  unfit  for  the  tafk  of  evacuating  the  waters, 
but  they  produce  effedls  of  a very  alarming  nature. 
The  firft,  cannot  aft  on  the  Itomach,  inteftines,  ^and 
mifenterial  glands,  fuppofing  the  water  to  be  lodged 
in  thofe  cavities,  which  is  not  often  the  cafe,  without 
difeharging  along  with  it  a great  portion  of  animal 
fpirit,  and  thus  weaken  the  patients  conftitution,  and 
render  the  diforder  more  difficult  to  cure.  Dia- 
phoretics of  the  milder  kinds,  prove  ineffeftual,  efpe- 
cially  when  the  furfaceof  the  body  is  dry  and  parched 
up  by  an  obftrufted  perfpiration ; thofe  of  the  ftimu- 
lating kind,  arc  often  of  equal  ufe,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  impelled  humour,  as  it  cannot  find  its  way 
out  of  the  body,  will  return  back  from  its  circum- 
ference to  the  center,  and  there  produce  obftruftlons 
in  the  largeft  veffels,  which  are  attended  with  very 
pernicious  or  fatal  confequences  to  the  patient. 
Many  perfons  place  great  faith  m diuretics,  but  their 
expeftations  are  often  fruftrated,  as  the  fuccefs  do  not 
always  depend  on  their  ftimulating  powers,  or  as  they 
are  afted  upon,  but  by  a mere  chance  of  the  water 
being  abforbed  by  the  bibulous  veins,  and  other  ab- 
forbent  veffels,  and  being  thus  taken  up  by  circula- 
tion, and  fccreted  by  the  emnlgent  veins  and  arteries 
into  the  kidnies,  goes  off  b/  urine;  but- altho*  it 
niight  cure  the  difeafe,  it  alters  the  courfe  of  nature 
from  the  circumference  to  the  center;  by  this  retro- 
motion  many  difeafes  may  be  formed,  only  as  confe- 
quences of  an  inverfion  of  thefe  morbid  fecretions, 
which  were  intended  and  accuftomed  to  be  feparated 
by  the  glands  and  pores  of  the  fl^in  ; as  is  more  fully 
explained  in  the  note,  p.  65,  of  this  Diftertation. 
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“ If  the  remedies  mentioned- in  this  fedtion  (mean- 
ing diuretics)  lays  Dr.  Donald  Monro ^ do  not  cncreafc 
the  aqueous  fecretions,  they  will  be  prejudicial,  for, 
by  diflblving  the  blood,  they  add  to  the  difeafe,  and 
the  fecretion  of  urine  is  of  fuch  confcquence  in  drop- 
fies,  that  it  may  be  faid  in  genera),  there  is  little  ex- 
pedfations  of  making  a cure  while  m.ore  liquors  arc 
drank  than  are  pafTed  off.” 

He  further  obferves,  “ that  the  Ikin  of  dropficai 
people  is  generally  dry,  the  perfpirable  liquor  being  *■ 
poured  into  the  hydropic  cavities ; if  therefore  the 
excretion  by  the  fkin  be  increafed,  a lels  quantity  of 
fluid  is  conveyed  into  cavities  to  encreale  the  difeafe, 
and  the  blood  is  freed  from  a redundancy  of  water. 
To  obtain  this,  the  method  preferibed  by  Celfus*,  is 
certainly  very  rational.’*  “ Swear,  fays  he,  is  to  be 
“ promoted,  not  only  by  exercife,  but  likewife  in 
“■  warm  fand,  a bagnio  or  ftove,  and  fuch  other 
like  contrivances ; for  natural  and  dry  fweating  is 
“ very  ufeful.”  “ Friction,  as  well  as  exercife,  is 
univcrfally  known  to  promote  perfpiration.” 

The  procefs  my  patients  go  through  differ 
according  to  the  caufes,  fpecies,  and  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe.  In  fome  kinds  and  ftages  of  drop- 
fes,  the  patient  is  rubbed,  all  over  the  body 
and  efpecially  at  the  extremities,  with  my  de-ob- 
llruent  liniment,  till  the  parts  aie  warm  and  fupple; 
then  put  in  an  cafy  chair,  into  a dry  ftove,  and  there 
ftay  witliout  the  leaft  inconvenience,  but  with  great 
comfort  to  himlelf,  till  it  is  proper  he  ihould  be  re- 
mov’d; the  knowledge  of  this  is  acquired  by  feeling 
the  pulfe,  or  looking  at  the  eyes.  Sometimes  it  happen, 
that  the  patient  is  not  difpofed  to  perfpire,  than  the 


* Lib.  iii,  chap.  21. 
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femi’Jpirituous  vapours  are  introduced  into  the  (love, 
which,  by  moiftening  the  furface  ot  the  body,  open  the 
pores,  enlarge  the  diameter  of  the  vsflels,  and  help  to 
produce  a copious  Iweat.  The  dry  and  moift  heat  are 
both  regulated  by  the  thermometer,  fo  that  the  pa- 
tient has  an  homogenous  warmth  about  him ; after 
(faying  there  a proper  time,  is  removed  from  thence, 
by  means  of  a chair,  conftru6fed  for  that  purpofe, 
into  an  adjacent  warm  dry  bed,  wrapped  up  in  flannels 
without  danger  ot  catching  cold.  If  the  patient  can 
bear  great  evacuations  thro’  the  pores,  it  is  encouraged 
by  gradually  increafing  the  dry  heat,  and  by  the 
adminiflration  of  fome  pieafant  invigorating  and  nou- 
rifliing  draughts.  But  if  the  conftitution  is  very  weak, 
is  then  permitted  to  perfpire  only  Inch  a quantity  as 
his  ftrength  will  bear.  SanBorkm  s fcale  is  of  great  Life 
in  many  kinds  of  dropfies,  and  efpecially  in  com- 
plaints where  the  conftitution  is  much  impaired,  and 
requires  to  v/ork  with  great  caution  and  exaftnefs. 
Sometimes  it  is  neceflTary  to  introduce  even  into  the 
dry  bed,  the  vapours  of'  fome  mild  fpirituous 
liquors,  impregnated  withfuch  herbs,  balfams,  gums, 
&c.  as  the  patients  dilorder  may  require.  After  the 
patient  has  been  there  a certain  tim.e,  he  is  again  rub- 
bed, either  with  fome  de-obftruent,  emollient,  or 
aftringent  liniment,  and  with  that  degree  or  ftrength 
the  age,  conftitution,  and  the  various  kinds  of  drop- 
fies, found,  by  experience,  to  be  necelTary ; and,  by  re- 
peating the  above  procefs  night  and  morning,  accor- 
ding to  the  inveteracy  of  the  difeafe*,  I have,  under 

* Altho’  it  is  impofliblc  to  remove  every  dropfical  com- 
plaint, yet  of  the  number  of  patients  that  have  put  themfelves 
under  my  care,  I have  cured  two  out  of  three.  How  far  fuc- 
cefsful  1 might  ftiJi  be  if  the  patients  were  to  have  recourfeto 
my  procefs  in  a lefs  hopelefs  fituation,  I leave  to  the  readers 
determination. 
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the  bleliing  of  God,  performed  many  cures,  on  perfons 
deemed  incurable.  Oneof  my  apparatufes,  conftruc- 
ted  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  this  complaint,  coft 
ME  above  twelve  hundred  pounds^ 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  in  feveral  Dropfical 
Complaints,  Fridions  are  u fed  before  the  patient  goes 
into  the  ftove,  and  before  he  is  taken  out  of  the  dry  bed, 
&c. — In  the  Third  Chapter  of  this  DilTertation,  the 
general uleof  F ndions  has  been  already  mentioned  \ but 
in  this  difeafe  they  are  often  abfolutely  neceffary  auxi- 
liaries for  obtaining  a cure,  as  they  not  only  quicken 
the  circulation,  and  help  to  remove  the  lentor  by  at- 
tenuating the  glutinous  and  bulky  particles,  but  en- 
large the  diameter  of  the  veflels,  and  if  properly  con- 
tinued will  greatly  increafe  the  infenfible  perlpiration, 
which  is  a fecretion  more  copious  and  effential  to  health 
than  all  the  other  evacuations. — Fuller  in  his  Medicina 
Gymnajiica^  fays,  “ if  a peribn  happens  to  be  a little 
more  colfive  than  ordinary,  what  a concern  he  is  in 
for  it?  What  doles  of  purging  phyficaie  repeated  to 
take  off  his  fuppofed  evil,  which,  at  the  fame  time, 
is  frequently  obviated  by  a larger  diaphortCts^  that  is 
often  lenfibly  felt  in  the  palm  of  the  hands,  and  very  of* 
ten  notlenfibly  but  real,  and  tothe  greater  benefit  of  the 
perfon,  than  a laxity  of  the  inteftines  could  have  been  ? 
JBut  if  fix  or  eight  ounces  ot  the  materia  perfpirabilis 
are  kept  in,  it  is  of  worfe  confequence' than  the  like 
weiglit  of  the  feeces^  which  the  afflided  are  not  very  fo- 
licitous  about;  and  if  it  difeovers  itfelf  by  cold  or 
head-ache^  recourfe  is  immediately  had  to  purgatives; 
and  it  it  be  in  the  Summer,  purgative  waters  are  per- 
haps  drank  fo  long  de  die  in  diem,  till  nature  lole  the 
courie  the  has  been  accufiomed  to,  and  feldom  comes 
to  be  able  to  make  the  fame  iox  quantity,  by 

infenfible  perfpiration,  as  fhe  did  before  flie  was  thus 
violently  forced  out  of  her  way,” — The  dangerous 
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confequences  of  this  fubverfion  have  been  already 
taken  notice  of. 

To  the  aforefaid  advantages  arifino-  from  Fri^iion 
may  be  added,  that  the  fucceflive  and  repeated  com- 
prelTion  and  relaxation  they  caufe  on  the  parts  affedted, 
often  force  the  waters,  extravafated  or  dilfufed  between 
the  membranes  of  the  body,  into  the  abforbent  veffels, 
and  being  thus  taken  up  by  circulation,  then  with  the 
help  ot  diuretics,  and  lometimes  ot  cathartics,  together 
with  the  ule  of  my  operations,  are  evacuated,  and  the 
diforder  is  cured  in  half  the  time. 

Befides  thefe  different  fpecies  of  dropfies,  there  are  » 
various  others,  which,  like  the  reft,  take  their  names 
from  the  part  affedled,  as  I have  obferved  in  page  57. 
Boerhaave  alfo  affirms,  that  an  extravafated  aqueous 
ferum,  received  into  the  cavities  of  the  body,  or  be- 
coming ftagnanc  any  where,  prererraturally  diftend 
the  veffels ; the  diforder  is  called  a dropfy.  This 
difeafe  may  therefore  happen  in  whatever  pare 
the  veffels  deftined  for  the  conveyance  of  the  ferum 
are  found;  that  is  either  in  the  whole  habit  of  the 
body,  or  in  any  particular  part  thereof.”  Thus, 
when  a preternatural  quantity  of  lymph  is  colledted 
within  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  it  is  called  an  in- 
ternal hydrocephalus,  or  droply  of  the  head ; when 
the  water  is  retained  between  the  external  integu- 
ments of  the  cranium,  conftitute  an  external  hydro- 
cephalus, or  drepfy  of  the  head ; the  lame  when  it 
happens  to  be  diffuled,  obftruded,  or  extravafed  in 
the  lungs,  in  the  breaft,  fpinal  marrow,  the  joints, 
the  uterus,  &c.  &c, 

Thefe  kinds  of  dropfies  require  operations  fome- 
what  different  from  the  three  former  already  taken 
notice  of,  viz.  x.\\q-  Afeites,  xht  Anafarca  and  Fympany 
the  deferiptions  of  which  would  fwell  too  much  th® 
bulk  of  this  pamphlet. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

I Shall  here  omit  the  origin  and  Tymptoms,  men- 
tioned by  ieveral  phyfical  authors,  of  the  Vene- 
real Complaint*,  and  confine  myfelf  only  to  the 
method  of  cure  by  the  ufe  of  my  operations.  As  in 
this  terrible  diforder,  very  often  the  whole  mafs  of 
the  blood  and  lymph  is  highly  vitiated,  we  mull  con- 
fider  on  thofe  means  to  remove  the  caufe,  by  a re- 
medy, which  will  not  impair  the  conftitution  of  the 
affli6led,  and  create  new  diieafes.  To  avoid  which,  a 
more  proper  method  cannot  be  purfued,  than  by  ex- 
pelling from  the  body,  and  the  fmalleft  vefTels,  the 
whole  mafs  of  corrupted  humours  thro’  all  the  emunc- 
tories;  by  thefe  means,  the  moll  violent  fymptoms, 
iuch  as  obftrudions  of  the  fecretory  and  excretory' 
glands,  &c.  &c.  together  with  inflammations,  exul- 
cerations, carries  of  the  bones,  fpontaneoufly  ceafe. 
The  methods  known  of  expelling  from  the  receffes 
of  the  Iblid  parts,  the  whole  mafs  of  pecant  and 
tainted  humours,  are,  by  fweat,  ftool,  urine,  faliva- 
tion,  or  mercurial  alteratives ; the  two  latter  feem 
to  engage  the  attention  of  many  of  the  faculty. 
The  means  I here  propofe,  for  the  cure  of  this  com- 
* plaint,  have  more  good  effeds,  without  any  of  thofe  . 
dangerous  inconveniences  that  often  attend  the  ufe 
of  mercurials,  andfalivations.  “Thefe  qualities  of  mer- 
cury judicioufly  con fidered,  fays,  Dr.  James,  the  true 
iT.echanical  power  appears,  by  which  it  is  alone  ef- 
fcflual,  alone  fufficient  againft  this  difeafe.  Its  vir- 

Whoever  has  the  curiofity  to  be  informed  of  the  orie;in, 
fvmptoms,  and  method  of  cure,  pra6fifed  by  feveral  of  the 
faculty,  as  well  as  of  the  extraordinary  elFefts  of  artificial  me- 
dicinal baths,  &c.  in  the  cure  of  this  complaint ; may  look 
into  my  Medical  Anecdotes,  under  the  chap,  of  this 

ilifeyfe.  To  be  had  of  Lockyer  Davis  in  Holborn,  and  the 
other  Bookfellers  in  London. 
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tues  her^  confift  in  its  mrlting  down  all  the  fluids  into 
a fubLile  vvater,  and  dividing  the  tenacious  oils,  fo  that 
when  the  whole  mals  is  ib  attenuated,  as  to  run  ofFin 
the  form  ot  filiva,  or  a ferous  flux  by  the  inteftines, 
or  a violent  diicharge  by  urine  or  fweat.  By  thefe 
means  the  liquids  are  totally  expelled,  and  if  the 
lofs  is  not  I'eaibnably  repaired,  by  new  fupplies,  the 
patient,  in  a Ibort  time,  dies  of  a marafnius.  And 
in  managing  this  difeafe,  when  it  is  become  inveterate, 
we  muff  not  trull  to  the  power  of  mercury,  unlefs, 
by  its  means,  every  drop  of  oil  in  the  blood  has  been 
reduced  to  water,  difeharged,  and  the  venereal  poifon 
entirely  wafh.d  out  of  the  habit,  along  with  the  refol- 
ved  humours:  for,  if  the  leaf!  particle  be  left  behind, 
no  fooner  will  the  vefTels  be  filled  with  new  juices, 
which  in  rhofe  cal'es  are  always  more  oily  than  the  old 
ones,  then  the  difeafe  will  break  out  again.  Whence 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  difeafe  is  not  perfeifliy 
cured,  unlefs  the  patient  be  reduced  to  a death-like 
palenefs,  and  his  habit  be  quite  emaciated ; unlefs 
during  the  cure,  his  food  be  as  void  of  fat  as  pofTible, 
and  the  courfe  protradled,  till  all  the  old  humours 
have  been  quire  expelled.  In  flaort,  it  is  not  every- 
one who  can  manage  this  remedy  with  fuccefs : For 
if  you  do  not  faithfully  obferve  thefe  rules,  and  keep 
your  patient  conftantly  warm,  and  in  a confiderabie 
degree  of  heat  too  •,  and  if,  tor  a month  or  two  after 
the  cure,  you  do  not  take  care,  that  he  abftain  from 
all  fuch  food  as  is  oily,  and  prone  to  putrefa<51ion,  yoU' 
will  find,  to  your  fad  experience,  that  you  have  in 
vain  fatigued  him  with  the  hardlhips  of  a cruel  re- 
medy ; fince  there  will  almoll  infallibly  remain  fome 
taint  to  roufe  the  difeafe  again,  and  give  it  new  vi- 
<^our.  A great  many  things  might  be  brought  to 
dluftrate  what  I have  laid,  but  this  is  nor  my  prefenc 
purpofe,  only  I lhall  lubjoin  one  obfervatjon,  the 
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truth  of  which  I have  too  much  reafon  to  know.  It 
is  this : that  mercury  cures  only  as  it  is  atfluated  by 
the  vis  vita^  and  expels  the  venereal  poifon  no  other 
way,  than  as  itfelf  is  put  into  motion,  fo  that  its  me- 
dicinal virtues  ia  not  able  to  correcft  this  virulence, 
Avhen  poflefled  of  a place  that  lies  in  a manner  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  vital  impulfe.  Hence  a caries  of  the 
diploe  of  the  cranium  is  not  to  be  cured  by  mercury, 
which  infuch  cafes  runs  out  into  the  bnney  cells  now 
emptied  ot  their  oil,  and  lies  there  an  inadfive  mafs. 
Hence  too,  it  is,  that  it  can  fcarcely  corredl  the  mar- 
row of  the  bones  infedted  with  this  poilon;  nor  ever 
cures  fuch  a gonorrhea,  as  has  its  feat  only  in  the  cel- 
lular fubltance  of  the  penis,  upon  whofe  veffels  the 
circulating  fluids,  have  hardly  any  momentum,  tho* 
at  the  fame  time,  if  a pox:  is  got  into  the  habit,  it  will 
intirely  remove  it.  Neither,  as  I have  already  faid, 
can  mercury  favefrom  delhudtion  thofe  tender  bones, 
which  have  no  other  covering  than  a fubtile  mem- 
brane. 1 have  leen  all  tliofe  miferable  cafes,  and  have 
found  how  little  help  mercury  afl'ords  againft  them. 
But  it  proves  a perfed  remedy  for  thole  venereal  di-' 
forders  that  refidc  in  parts  where  ihd  red  blood,  ferum, 
lynrpha,  and  other  fluids,  are  hurried  thro’  their  pro- 
per veflels,  with  a fullicient  velocity,  where  thofe  vef- 
lels.are  at  the  fame  time  wide  enough  to  admit  the  par- 
ticles of  this  mineral,  and  ilrong  enough  to  continue 
its  adion  with  a due  force.  Hence  the  phyfician  may 
learn  when  to  be  confident  of  his  art,  when  to  dif- 
truftic  with  reafon*.” — After  recommending  the  de- 


* Dr.  James  fecms  to  infinuatc,  that  when  the  patient 
has  a chance  of  being  cured  by  mercurials,  he  n)uft  be  firft 
reduced  to  a death-like  palencfs — how  much  more  comfor- 
table it  is  for  the  patient  to  be  able  to  eat  his  meals  with  cafe, 
and  to  be  cured  ot  this  dieadful  complaint,  without  impairing 
his  conftitution,  which  is  the  cafe,  by  the  judicious  applica- 
tions of  my  aritificial  medicated  baths. 

ou 
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cddiion  of  Guaiacum,  where  mercurv  has  farled  of  iti 
intended  purpoi'e,  he  advifcs  th:  patient,  for  a greater 
dilcharge,  to  place  himfelf  in  an  cre6l  pofture,  in  a 
fvveating  box,  or  if  he  lies  in  bed,  let  a ftove  be  put 
under  It.  Ineitherot  thf  fe  places,  (fays  he)  he  muft 
receive  upon  his  naked  body,  the  ileam  of  kindled 
fpirits  of  wine,  and  there  let  him  fweat  as  long,  and  as 
plentifully,  as  his  ftrength  will  allow.  After  he  has 
luffered  this  heat  for  half  an  hour,  which  isalmoftthc 
uimoft  fpaoe  to  which  this  procefs  ought  to  be 
' protradled,  let  the  flame  be  extinguifhed,  and  the 
patient  fweat  in  his  bed  for  about  an  hour  longer*. 

If  we  take  the  trouble  to  trace  phyfical  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  we 
. iliall  find  that  many  of  them  recommended  the  me- 
dicated water,  vapourous  and  dry  baths,  fuffumiga- 
tion  and  fridtion,  as  neceflary  and  efl'ential  appli- 
cations, or  as  auxiliaries,  for  the  cure  of  that  diftem- 
per  : and  in  confirmation  of  what  I have  faid,  fub- 
join  the  following  : Majfa  recommends  the  artifi- 
cial water  bath,  but  he  entertains  a great  opinion 
of  the  fumigation,  which  he  allows  to  be  very  effica- 
cious in  the  mofl:  defperate  venereal  cafes,  and 
where  all  other  methods  have  failed. 

Cataneus^  after  proper  evacuation,  preferibes  the 
warm  bath,  in  order  to  compleat  the  cure;  and 
Benedic  has  very  often  advifcd  the  fudatory  in 
the  cure  of  the  laid  complaint. 

Pafchal,  for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
propofes  fweating  the  patient  in  a ftove ; after 
which  his  body  is  to  be  well  rubbed  with  oil  of 


* The  patient  here  muft  indifcriminately  endure  a degree 
of  heat,  juft  as  it  happens  to  be,  either  too  hot,  temperate  or  not 
warm  enough;  a heat  produced  by  a burning  fpirit,  in 
many  cafes,  inflame  the  patients  conftitution,  and  cncrcale 
the  complaint ; but  at  my  apparatus,  the  degree  of  heat  is  fixed, 
or  altered  in  an  inftant,  juftas  neceflity  requires,  and  created 
by  a proper  medicated  effluvia, 
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favine,  dill,  &c.  and  in  this  way  of  fweating  he 
fecms  to  place  more  confidence  than  in  any  other 
remedy. 

Galen  recornmends  the  fame  procefs,  as  the  mofi: 
powerful  means  of  refolving  all  nodous  diilem- 
pers,  and  diflipating  the  impecated  humour  about 
the -joints. 

Lahora,  John  de  Vigo,  and  Almenor  fay,  that 
after  the  patient  has  been  prepared  by  purgation, 
he  fiiould  be  put  into  the  tepid  emollient  bath,  in 
the  dove,  and  have  the  fumigation.  i» 

Torella,  for  the  cure  of  Venereal  Difeafes,  laid 
tfie  chief  drefs  upon  the  dove  or  fudatory,  in  which 
he  kept  the  patient  fweating,  long  as  he  was 
able  to  bear  it ; and  after  he  was  dried,  he  ordered 
him  to  put  on  linen  that  was  fumed  with  frankin- 
cenfe,  fandarach,  and  dorax. 

Vihlorious,  in  his  book  of  the  French  difeafe,  fays, 
‘‘  after  the  patients  have  been  prepared  with  fome 
purging  pill  or  potion,  they  diould  be  put  into  a 
bath  impregnated  with  cephalic  herbs  for  half  an 
Irour  each  other  morning,  and  from  thence  go 
immediately  into  a warm  bed,  in  order  to  promote 
fweat.'’’ 

Marchellus,  Bo t alius,  Rondektius,  and  others,  in 
their  treatife  for  curing  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  re- 
commend baths,'  fumigations,  and  friedions,  wich 
foftening  and  emollient  liniments,  in  conjundfion 
with  other  medicines  ; Heurinius*,  advifes  both  moid 
and  dry  fumigation. 

burner-];,  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  fays,  “ that  ba- 
thing in  warm  water,  for  lean,  hot,  and  emaciated- 
conflitntions,  has  been  found  ferviceable  ; ^nd  fwcl- 
fings  that  come  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  have  ’ 
been  difperfed  with  fuffitu  aceti,  and  ulcers  dried  up 

• In  his  Praxis  Medico,  liba.  ' 

f In  his  Praflical  Diflvrtation. 

by 
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by  the  fumigation  of  gums,  mixed  with  cinnabar. 
— ReveriusX^  for  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  kidneys, 
and  bladder,  advifes  the  medicated  fumigations  and 
half-baths. 

Read^  in  Venereal  Complainf^,  as  well  as  in  Le- 
profies,  advifech  baths,  fuffumigation,  and  fridions, 
which  will  diffolve  the  obltrudion,  promote  infen- 
fible  perfpiration,  a regular  circulation,  and  wafh 
off  from  the  external  furface  of  the  body  the  fedi- 
ment  of  the  fweat,  which  according  to  Serenus, 
when  detained,  often  makes  the  body  rough  and 
fcabby : 

lllotus  fudcr,  et  inopia  nohilis  efccc^ 

Siepe  gravi  f cable  ccrreptos  afperai  art  us. 

I could  add  a thoufand  authorities  to  the  few  al- 
ready advanced,  but  as  my  proccfles  are  fo  rational, 
and  have  been  found  fo  ufeful  and  effectual  in  the  cure 
of  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  complaints,  I lhall 
not  trouble  my  reader  any  longer  on  this  head. 

I have  performed  many  cures  of  Venereal  Di- 
feafes,  in  every  one  of  their  ftages,  with  and  without 
the  affiftance  of  mercurials,  with  lefs  pain  and  ( I 
flatter  myfelf)  with  more  advantage  to  the  patient’s 
conftitution,  than  what  could  have  been  done  with- 
out the  ufe  of  my  operation,  which  Ihould  not  be 
negletfted  by  thofe  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  who 
advife  mercury  for  the  cure  ot  the  complaint  in 
queftion  ; as  I engage  myfelf,  at  my  Apparatus, 
to  fee  their  orders  or  preferiptions  equally  exe- 
cuted by  my  fervants  attending  the  Baths,  as  if  they 
were  my  own 

Mercury  has  been  fufpedled  to  be  very  ])ernicious  to 
the  conftiCLition,  not  only  for  its  great  momentum, 
but  for  its  gravity,  which  according  to  /IJlrtic^  may 

X In  his  Praxis  Medica^  lib.  xiv.  chap.  5. 
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overload  the  fofcer  'vifcera,  and  tear  afunder'  the 
diflended  coats  of  the  veflels. 

Boerhaave*  obferves,  that  the  extraordinary  effefts  . 
which  mercury  produce  in  the  body,  have  given  people 
a notion’of  its  being  acid,  but  the  cafe  is  otherwife: 
when  received  into  the  blood,  it  only  adls  by  its  weight 
and  velocity  ^ by  the  momentum  whereof  it  tears  andde- 
ftroys  the  vefiels,  and  occafions  thofe  great  alterations. 

Moultn-\  has  proved  this  opinion  to  a demonftration, 
by  injecting  crude  mercruy  into  the  jugular  vein 
of  a dog  : the  mercurial  globuli  buril  through 
the  fmall  velTels  in  the  lungs,  and  forced  their  way 
to  the  furface,  feparating  their  external  covering  in 
form  of  a fmall  biifter,  and  where  the  globules  lay, 
confpicuous  to  the  naked  eye.  He  concludes  the 
defeription  of  his  experiment  with  the  following 
lines;  “ From  hence  may  appear  the  danger  of 
ufing  mercury  in  human  bodies,  fo  far  as  to  get 
into  the  mals  of  the  blood,  efpecially  in  the  lungs*, 
becaufe  they  are  of  a lax,  *lpungy  texture,  and  want 
that  brifk  ftrong  motion,  which  the  mufcles  have 
in  other  parts,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  force  it 
along  with  the  blood  in  order  to  the  raifing  a faliva- 
tion.  'I  hat  mercury  has  this  clfecl  on  the  human 
lungs,  is  plain,  from  what  we  daily  i'ee  in  perfons 
that  have  been  falivated,  who  arc  afterwards  ob- 
ferved  to  die  of  confumptions,  that  will  yield  to  no 
medicine.’^ 

fays,  “ Tania  vero  eji  in  hoc  faUvaiionis 
^enere  humor um  fufio^  tanta  fuccorum  omnium  cor- 
poris fi^'pe  mantlatio^  ut  nil  mhtim  fit , ft  fpiritus  viiales 
una  dijjipenttir,  et  maxime  ft  in  hac  terra^  uhi  melan- 
cholia t ant  uni  ohtinet  imperium^  complures  ex  tarn 
rap: da  hunudorum  prcfufione  fuccumhant  ac  periant 

In  his  Theory  of  Chymiftry. 

Phi.ofoph.  'rh'infaa.'No.  193,  pag.  486. 

'I  V-  he  Venerea, 
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So  great  is  the  fuflon  of  humours  in  this  kind  of 
falivation,  lo  great  is  very  often  the  evacuation 
of  all  the  juices,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  vital 
fpirits  are  diffipatedi  and  efpecially  in  this  country, 
where  melancholy  is  lb  predominant,  that  many  die, 
from  fuch  a rapid  profufion  of  the  fluids.*’— 

Amongft  thofe  patients  who  have  taken  mercury 
, ( whether  by  it  they  had  been  lalivated  or  not) 
there  are  Tome  that  have  been  feized  with  violent 
and  torturing  pains,  efpecially  at  the  extremities; 
where  by  its  gravity  the  mercury,  falls,  and  be- 
ing of  ail  the  fluids  the  moll  fufceptible  of  heat 
and  cold,  for  want  of  the  former  lies  there  in  a 
ilate  of  ina(5livity.  Bosrbaave  fays,  “ chat  it  adts 
as  it  is  acfted  upon  by  the  vital  impulfe,  and  when- 
ever that  is  wanting,  it  fails  of  fiiccels.”  O' Connell*  j 
gives  a good  account  how  thcfe  pains ‘take  place 
in  the  patient’s  body:  Dolores  tamen  hi  revera 

venerei  non  funt,  fed  merctiriales ; ab  exuberanti  fcilicet^ 
et  nimia  mercurii  quantitate  in  minoribus  canalcutis  con- 
gejla  orti,  qii^e  fuo  ponder e borum  premit  later et  capa- 
citates coarbiat  ac  conjiringit.  Mine  fpafmodicos,  et 
horrendosin  periojlei^  aliarumquemembranarum  fenfibilibus 
Hbrillis  excitat  cruciatus.  Praefatis  detento  malis,  five  d 
mer curio  extern f aut  interne^  majori  quam  convenit  copia 
minijiratOj  five  a f\f.gore  dim  hoc  fijt  fujepto  ertmn  ha- 
heant;  balnea  aquae  dulcis  jubcalida,  ciii  herbae  emcl- 
lientes^  cephalicae,  et  aromaticae,  incoblae  funtjfimgulis 
vel  alternis  diebus  repetita^  et  ad  bimejire  pro  re  notd  fpa- 
thim  continuata^  premijfis  balnei  ufui  venefeblione  modica 
et  leni  catbarticc,  utilia  quidem  et  falutaria  frequentrfjme 
cbfervavi. — Thefe  pains  are  not  venereal,  but  mer- 
curial, catikd  by  too  great  a quantity  of  mercury 
laid  into  the  fmallefl:  vcflcls,  which,  by  its  own 
weight,  prefs  on  the  fldes  of  the  vefleJs,  forces  and 

* In  his  Medical  and  Experimental  Obfervations  on 
Acute  and  Chronicle  Difeafes,  page  41 1,  and  412. 
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dilates  their  capacity;  from  hence  proceed  fpafmodic 
and  dreadful  pains  in  the  fenfible  fibres  of  the  pe- 
rioflcum,  and  other  membranes.  Whenever  thefe 
pains  arife  from  detained  mercury,  in  an  unnecef- 
fary  quantity  inwardly  given,  or  outwardly  ap- 
plied, or  from  a cold;  firft, bleed  the  ' patient  mo- 
derately, and  purge  him  .\vith  a mild ’ cathartic  ; 
then  baths  of  fweet  tepid  water,  in  which  have  been 
boiled,  emollient,  cephalic,  and  aromatic  herbs,  arc 
to  be  repeated  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  for 
two ’.months;  which  indeed  (fays  he)  I have  very 
often  obferved  to  be  ufcful  and  falutar}^’^ 

I have  lately  invented  a fmall  machine,  by  which 
piany  internal  complaints  in  the  urinary  and  other 
paiTages,  that  were  thought  incurable,  or  very  tedious 
and  troublcfome  to  remove,  wjll  be  more  ealily  cured 
or  relieved. 

By  the  ufe  of  this  machine,  the  part  affedfed  can 
never  be  diftended,  as.  the  fim pie  or  medicated  liquid 
or  effluvia  goes  off  immediately  *,  they  are  conveyed  to 
the  cavity,,  through  a different  way  from  that  they 
came  in,  by  the  fucceffion  of  freffl  effluvia,  &c. 
through  this  vent;  at  the  fame  time  the  impurities  are 
waffled  and  carried  off.  By  this  procefs,  ulcers  are 
healed,  tumours  molified  and  difperfed,  the  parts  de- 
terged, or  ftrengthened,  according  to  the  intention, 
which  is  ferved  by  impregnating  either  tlie  liquid  or 
vapours  introduced  with  various  medicinal  lubltances. 
'Idiis  machine  of  mine  is  not  only  applicable  to  ve- 
nereal complaints,  but  for  diforders  of  the  ears^  throat, 
fijlulas,  ulccYs  in  tlie  hlader,  &c.  &c. 

In  my  firff  Edition  I have  ftated  fome  cafes  I liave 
cured  of  obftinate  Venereal  Complaints  ; and  al- 
though the  names  of  thole  perfons  are  not  mentioned, 
or  dderibed  as  to  identify  yet  for  prudential  rra- 
fons,  their  infertion,  and  that  of  many  others,  1 have 
lince  cured,  are  omitted  in  this  publication. 


CHAP. 
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\ , 
chap.  VII. 

I Shall  begin  this  chapter  with  a few  of  thofe  cures 
that  have  been  performed  during  my  refidence  ac 
Chelfea,  where  I was  an  afilftant  to  my  Father  •,  and  as 
they  are  well  authenticated  by  a late  worthy,  humane 
and  benevolent  magiftrate,  I itope  they  will  be  accept- 
able to  my  readers*;  I (hall  alio  add,  ibrne,  among  the 
many  various  cafes  of  difeafes,  I have  cured  fince  my^ 
refidence  in  P ant o»- Square. 


EXTRACTED  FROM  THE  LATE 

Sir  JOHN  FIELDING’S 

General  preventive  and  inflru5Hve  Plan,  fent  with  His 
Majefiy  s benevolent  Patronage^  to  the  Mayors  and 
Chief  Officers  of  Corporations.,  and  abiing  Magijirates 
in  the  Counties  at  large.,  throughout  England.' 

\ 

SI  R John  Fielding  thinks  that  it  would  not  be 
doing  juftice  to  the  part  of  his  plan,  regarding 
the  infertion  of  any  improvements  or  difeovenes  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind ; if  he  did  not  take  every 
opportunity  of  communicating  to  the  public,  the 
amazing  powers  of  Dr.  Dominiccti’s  new-invented 
mode  and  means  of  preparing  and  applying  Medi- 


♦ Thefe  cafes,  authenticated  by  the  late  Sir  John  Field- 
ing, are  the  fame  as  they  we--e  inferred  in  my  firlt  edition 
publifhed  in  the  year  1779,  and  fold  by  Nichol  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church-yard.  '' 

cal 
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cal  Water  Baths,  vapourous  and  dry  Baths,  moift 
and  dry,  partial,  internal  arid  external  Fumigations, 
&c.  on  many  of  the  moft  defperate  difeafcs  that  af- 
fiidl  human  nature,  by  publiftiing  luch  Cafes  as 
fhall  be  moft  fubftantially  authenticated ; and  he 
does  this  with  the  more  chearfulnefs,  becaufe  he  has 
converfed  with  great  numbers  of  the  Doctor’s  pa- 
tients tor  thefe  nine  years  laft  paft,  and  can  there- 
fore fpeak  from  his  own  knowledge,  and  from  a 
convidtion,  that  the  Dodtor’s  procefs  ftands  clear 
from  every  imputation  of  Quackery;  it  being  ra- 
tional, judicious,  and  fkilful, — the  operations  arc 
pleafing  and  inoffenfive,  and  their  effedts  generally 
falutary,  and  in  many  cafes  have  fucceeded,  where 
all  the  Materia  Medica,  under  the  ableft  diredtions, 
have  failed:  The  cafes,  which  ftiall  be  publifiied, 

efpecially  thofe  authenticated  by  me,  will  be  an  in- 
conteftible  proof  of  this  aftertion  : The  afflidted 
may  be  referred  to  the  Dodlor’s  books  of  cafes 
and  cures  regularly  kept  fince  March  1755,  to  thofe 
who  have  been  reftored  from  the  loweft  ftate  of  de- 
fpondency  to  the  moft  enlivened  ftate  of  health  and 
felicity  by  the  Dodlor’s  applications,  and  from  them 
to  the  Phyficians,  Apothecaries,  and  Surgeons,  who 
attended  thofe  patients,  previous  to  their  ufe  of  the 
.Dodtor’s  Medicinal  Baths,  Stoves,  Fumigations, 
&c.  which  he  juftly  deems  a fairer,  and  more  deli- 
cate appeal,  than  publicly  mentioning  either  the 
names  of  the  patients,  or  that  of  the  Phyficians,  Apo- 
thecaries, and  Surgeons;  and  Sir  John  aftures  the 
public,  from  a principle  of  humanity,  that  fuch 
referrences  will  in  moft  cales  prove  very  fatisfac- 
torv. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

A Young  lady,  daughter  of  a moft  eminent 
Surgeon  of  London,  got  a cold  in  the  paf- 
lage  of  the  Opera-houfe  waiting  for  her  carriage, 
and  was  feized  with  hoarfenefs  and  a cough. — In 
the  courfe  of  feven  or  eight  weeks,  the  expectora- 
tion was  purulent,  and  in  great  quantity,  attended 
with  every  perypneumatic  fymptom,  fach  as  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  difficulty  of  breathing, — pains 
in  her  breaft  and  fides,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  lie 
down  in  bed,  her  pulfe  was  fmall  and  beat  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pulfations  in  a mi- 
nute, horrible  pains  fpreading  from  the  fternum  to 
the  fcapula,  a fixed  deftroying  obftruCtion,  and 
what  moltiure  appeared  on  the  flvin  was  only  pro- 
duced by  the  violence  of  coughing. — Every  me- 
thod had  been  taken  for  her  recovery  by  feven  of 
the  mofl:  eminent  of  the  faculty,  fuch  as  25  times 
bleeding,  repeated  bliftcring,  emuifions,  aflfes  milk, 
&c.  &c.  without  effcCf. — She  was  not  able  to  ftand 
a minute  upon  her  legs, — the  fending  her  to  Briftol 
was  aclvifed,  as  the  laft  rdburce,  but  thinking  flic 
would  nor  live  ten  days,  it  was  then  recommended 
to  her  friends  by  a Phyfician  and  a Surgeon  to  try 
Dr.  Dominiceti’s  Medicated  Baths,  Stoves  and  Fu- 
migations, from  a conviction,  that  much  good  in  fi- 
milar  defperate  difeafes  had  been  wrought  on  perfons 
well  known  to  themlelves ; this  trial  was  made  for  a 
few  days,  at  firfl;  thinking  her  too  far  gone,  but  in  ten 
days  ffie  was  able  to  lie  flat  in  bed,  her  cough  became 
much  abated, — the  expectoration  of  matter  leflened, 
there  was  no  flgn  of  blood,  an  univerlal  gentle  perfpira- 
tion  appeared,  the  rcfpiiation  continued  free  and  cafy, 
and  enfued  without  pains  which  before  were  excrucia- 
ting.— The  obflrudtions  were  opened,  her  pulfe  was  re- 
duced 
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duced  under  one  hundred  pulfations,  and  her  appetite 
was  greatly  mended ; in  five  weeks  fhc  was  able  to  walk 
a mile,  in  a fhorttime  was  quite  recovered,  and  now 
remains  in  the  moft  perfect  ftatc  of  health. 

I CONVERSED  with  the  above-mentioned 
Lady  in  the  different  ftages  of  her  cure,  and  I muft 
confefs  it  was  a very  extraordinary  one ; it  delerves, 
therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Public,  and  is  an 
inconteftible  proof  of  the  amazing  efficacy  of  this 
procefs  (Signed) 

Nov.  6,  1773.  J.  tlELDING. 

CASE  II. 

A Lady,  who  had  been  married  about  feven 
years,  was  recommended  to  Dr.  Dominiceci’s 
care,  having  lofl  the  ufe  of  her  limbs,  attended 
with  the  moft  affliefting  nervous  complaints,  pains 
all  over  the  body,  particularly  in  her  legs  and  feet, 
which  caufed  a general  moft  furprizing  WTaknefs, 
efpecially  in  her  joints,  grievous  diforders  in  her 
head,  and  many  other  alarming  fymptoms  produced 
by  a ftubborn  obftrudtion.  In  this  ftate  ftie  had 
continued  for  near  fix  years,  and  had  the  ablcft  ad- 
vice that  could  be  procured  in  London,  Bath, 
Briftol,  and  all  England  befides,  without  the  leaft 
hopes  of  fuccefs : in  a word,  in  the  moft  miferablc 
helplels,  and  defperatc  ftate,  fhe  was  brought  to 
his  houfe  accompanied  by  an  eminent  Surgeon  and 
Apothecary  of  London,  and  two  nurfes,  whereby 
making  ufe  of  his  pleafant,  fafe,  and  luxurious  new 
mode  and  means  of  applying  Arbitrarily  heated 
and  Medicated  Water  Baths,  vapourous  and  dry 
Baths,  moift  and  dry  Fumigations-,  in  three  months 
flic  perfedly  recovered  her  health  and  limbs.  In 

Twelve 
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Twelve  months  afterwards,  for  the  firfl  time,  fhc  had 
a child,  and  is  now  in  perfect  health. 

I [CONVERSED  with  this  lady  in  the  different 
ftages  of  her  cures,  and  I muft  confefs  it  was  a 
moll  extraordinary  one;  it  deferves  the  attention 
of  the  Public,  and  it  is  an  inconteftablc  proof  of 
the  amazing  efficac  y of  this  procefs, 

(Signed) 

July  10,  1774.  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE  III, 

A Lady  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  the  county 
of  York,  was  afflidled  with  feveral  feirrhous 
tumours  in  her  womb  and  abdomen,  alarming  in 
their  nature  and  dreadful  in  their  effc6ts,  which 
bafRed  the  ikill  and  experience  of  the  ablell  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons  of  that  county.  She  was 
brought  to  London  for  advice,  but  was  deemed  in- 
curable by  the  beftofthe  Faculty,  who  advifed  her 
hufband,  (a  Clergyman,)  to  take  her  back  into  the 
country,  and  let  her  die  in  peace;  in  this  defperate 
Rate,  fhe  was  recommended  to  the  care  of  Dodtor 
Dominiceti,  by  a moft  venerable  Lady  in  the  city 
of  London,  who  fuffered  feven  years  under  a fimi- 
lar  complaint,  and  after  being  given  over  as  incur- 
able, had  been  effectually  cured  by  his  new  mode 
and  means  of  applying  arbitrarily  heated  and  me- 
dicated Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  par- 
tial frictions,  &c.  &c.  by  the  application,  there- 
fore, of  the  fame  procefs,  the  firfli-mentioncd  Lady 
from  this  ftate  of  extreme  mifery  and  defpondency 
in  two  months  was  reftored  to  cafe  and  comfort 
and  continues  well  at  this  time. 

I 


I CONVERSED 
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I CONVERSED  likewife  with  the  above-men- 
tioned Lady  in  the  different  ftages  of  her  cure, 
and  1 muff  confefs  it  was  a very  extraordinary  one; 
it  deferves,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Publick, 
and  is  an  inconteftable  proof  of  the  amazing  ef- 
ficacy of  this  procefs. 

(Signed) 

July  15,  1774-  J.  FIELDING. 

C A S E IV. 

A Young  lady  about  twenty  two  years  of  age, 
daughter  of  a commiffioner  of  the  fick  and 
wounded,  and  who  was  himfelf  of  the  medical  fa- 
culty, in  the  laft  ftage  of  the  dropfy,  and  dreadful 
fymptoms  of  an  obftruftion,  after  having  the  ableft 
advice  London  could  afford,  and  having  been  fent 
to  Bath,  Briftol,  and  even  Ireland,  without  the 
leaft  fuccefs;  after  flie  was  ddpaired  of,  was  put 
under  Dr.  Dominiccti’s  care  by  her  father,  per- 
fuaded  fo  to  do  by  three  very  eminent  Gentlemen 
of  the  Faculty,  one  of  them  the  learned  Dr.  Hun- 
ter*, by  the  application,  therefore,  of  his  invented 
arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  vapours  and  dry 
Baths,  moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  univerfal  fapo- 
naceous  fpirituous  Fridionsj  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months  fhe  was  happily  difeharged  in  perfe6t 
health,  which  fhe  uninterruptedly  ftill  enjoys. 
The  recovery  of  this  Lady  aftonifhed  the  faid  Gen- 
tlemen, and  many  more  of  the  Faculty,  who  hu- 
manely and  generoufly  afterwards  recommended  to 
his  care  many  dropfical  perfons,  and  others  af- 
flidted  with  various  ftubborn  difeafes. 

I H A V F ':onverred  with  the  before-mentioned 
patient,  cured  of  a dropfy,  and  can,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  affert,  that  her  cafe  is  flridtly  true;  I 

have 
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have  been  frequently  in  company  with  the  young 
lady  from  the  time  of  her  cure  to  the  prelent,  and 
although  the  prelerving  youth  and  beauty  from 
the  untimely  hands  of  death,  as  was  true  in  her 
cafe,  might  be  fufficient  in  itfelf  to  recommend  the 
Doctor’s  procefs  to  encouragement  and  attention; 
yet  as  1 conhder  it  is  of  the  greatest  benefit  that 
has  been  for  many  years  introduced  ihto  this  king- 
dom, and  am  purfuaded,  that  there  are  at  this 
time,  numbers  of  perfons  given  up  by  the  Faculty, 
to  wafte  a miferable  life  in  defpondency  who 
might  be  relieved,  if  not  recovered,  by  thofe  new 
invented  mode  and  means  of  applying  medicated 
Water,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  moifi:  and  dry 
partial,  internal  and  external  Fumigations — I fin- 
cerely  wiih  that  every  man  of  fenfe  and  humanity, 
would  examine  into  their  nature,  efficacy,  and  ex- 
pence, even  with  feverity,  as  I am  lure  they  would 
Itand  the  ftrifteft  enquiry;  but  to  prevent  preju- 
dice and  mifrcpreiencation,  let  this  enquiry  be  on 
the  fpot;  fearch  the  Doftor’s  journal,  bo'Sks  of 
cafes  and  cures  carefully  keep  lince  March  1755, 
where  you  will  find  the  names  and  places  of  abode 
of  the  patients,  and  alfo  ot  the  Phyficians,  who 
either  recommended  thefe  patients  to  his  care,  or  at- 
tended them  previous  to  the  ule  of  the  Baths,  &c. 
and  by  an  application  to  thefe  patients,  truth  muft 
be  eftablifhed.  The  diieafes  in  which  1 have  ob- 
ferved  thefe  new  mode  and  mcan'^  of  bathing  and 
fumigating  to  be  remarkable  beneficial,  are  colds, 
rheumatifms,  fcorbutic  habits,  Icprofies,  deformi- 
ties of  the  Ikin,  internal  and  external  tumours,  Itiff, 
and  relaxed  joints,  dropfical,  confumptivc,  and 
chronical  cafes,  fevers,  and  all  diieales,  which 
proceed  from  obftrudions,  &c. 

Auguji  10,  1774.  (Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE 
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C A S E V. 

A Lady  of  great  fortune  was  affli(flcd  from  the 
year  1767,  with  fuch  a total  obftruftion 
as  prevented  the  leaft  perlpiration  or  moifture  on 
her  Ikin,  attended  with  conftant  excruciating  pains 
in  her  ftomach,  being  almoft  every  night  from  con- 
vulfions,  and  fpafms,  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed  and 
roll  on  the  floor,  for  three  or  four  hours  together, 
her  whole  nervous  fyflem  being  extremely  affeded 
and  weakened;  fhe  was ‘in  this  condition  for  fix 
years,  and  could  not  retain  any  kind  of  food  in 
her  ftomach  for  half  an  hour,  and  frequently  ,had 
horrible  vomitings,  attended  with  the  moft  vehe- 
ment hyftyrics  and  convulfions,  which  confined  her 
to  her  bed  for  fix  weeks  together,  and  the  very- 
little  reft  flie  could  obtain,  was  from  taking  almoft 
every  night  two  tea  fpoon-fulls  of  the  tindiure  of 
opium,  with  three  or  four  pills  of  the  extrad;  of 
the  fame,  which  rendered  her  at  intervals  ftupid. 
As  her  rank  and  fituation  in  life  enabled  her  to  have 
the  beft  advice,  fhe  confulted  the  ableft  Phyficians 
of  London,  Bath,  Briftol,  and  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land, but  without  effed;  at  length  defpairing  of 
relief,  and  often  reading  in  the  publick  News  Pa- 
pers, the  furprizing  cures  performed  by  Dr.  Do- 
miniceti’s  bathing  and  fumigating  inventions,  .fhe 
put  herfelf  under  his  care,  and  by  adminiftering  to 
her  night  and  morning  his  properly  heated  and  me- 
dicated invented  Water  Baths,  vaporous  Baths, 
moift  and  dry  Fumigations  and  Fridions,  in  eleven 
weeks  her  obftrudions  were  opened,  her  per- 
fpiration  v/as  recovered,  her  fpafms  and  convulfions 
were  removed,  her  fleep,  fpirits,  and  vigour  were 
reftored,  her  digeftion,  and  nervous  fyftem  were 
ftrengthened,  and  Ihc  was  made  happy  in  herfelf, 

and 


( *17  ) 

and  a comfort  to  fcer  family  from  the  moft  diftrefled 
objecfl  in  the  world. 

I CONVERSED  with  the  above-mentioned 
Lady  whillt  under  the  Doflor’s  care,  heard  the 
above  relation  from  her  own  mouth,  was  in  her 
company  a few  days  before  fhe  left  Chelfea,  and 
was  a witnefs  of  the  felicity  and  gratitude  Ihc  ex- 
preffed  on  her  recovery. 

(Signed) 

January  12,  1775*  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE  VI. 

A Lady  from  a mifearriage,  which  happened 
four  years  and  a halt  ago,  in  Ireland,  was 
conftantly  afflidted  with  the  moft  excruciating  in- 
ward pains,  in  her  lower  belly,  thighs,  and  back, 
attended  with  other  terrible  and  dangerous  com- 
plaints, all  which  deftroying  fymptoms  were  judged 
by  the  ableft  in  the  Faculty  in  Ireland  and  Lon- 
don, to  proceed  from  a feirrhous  tumour  in  her 
womb  of  a great  fize,  and  impenetrable  hardnefs, 
which  they  at  laft  deemed  incurable.  In  this  dif- 
trelTed  fituation,  by  confent  of  fcveral  eminent  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Faculty,  of  London,  who  knew  three 
ladies  who  had  been  effectually  cured  of  feirrhous 
tumours,  and  others  who  had  been  cured  of  uloers, 
and  cancers  in  the  womb,  by  the  fimplicity  and  ef- 
ficacy of  theDodlor’s  inventions ; fhe  was  put  under 
his  care  by  a moft  refpedtable  phyfleian  of  London, 
and  through  the  providence  of  God,  by  ufing 
twice  a day  his  properly  heated  and  medicated 
water  Baths,  vapour  Baths,  the  moift  and  dry  Fu- 
migations, and  Frictions,  fhe  was  in  three  months 
perfedly  cured  from  the  feirrhous  tumour,  and  all 
the  dreadful  fymptpms  fhe  laboured  under  for  the 

faid 
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faid  four  years  and  an  half,  and  difcharged  from 
his  houfe  in  a perfedl  ftate  of  health,  which  afto- 
niflied  all  her  friends,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
• Faculty  who  had  deemed  her  incurable,  and  totally 
happy  Hie  returned  to  Ireland  with  her  hnfband  ; 
form  whence  flic  hath  fent  him  feveral  joyful  and 
thankful  letters,  and  many  to  her  friends  in  Lon- 
don, reprefenting  her  continuance  in  a good  ftate  of 
health. 

I CONVERSED  lilcewifc 'with  the  faid  Irifli 
Lady,  wnilft  under  the  Duftor’s  care,  heard  the 
above  relation  from  her  own  mouth,  was  in  her 
company  a few  days  before  flie  left  Chelfca,  and 
was  alio  a witnd's  to  her  felicity  and  gratitude  flie 
exprefifed  on  her  recovery. 


Lady  of  fafliion,  aged  55,  had  been  for  fe- 


veral years  afflidted  with  opprelTion,  pain. 


and  fwelling  in  her  ftomach,  lownds  of  Ipirits,  a 
conftant  burning  fever,  and  total  lofs  of  perfpira- 
tion,  appetite,  and  reft : flie  was  likewife  afflidled 
with  fuch  an  hemorrhage,  by  which  flie  was  brought 
extremely  low,  fo  that  her  life  was  delpaired  of, 
although  flie  was  attended  by  fome  of  the  ableft 
phyficians  of  London,  who  pronounced  her  death 
inevitable  in  a few  days,  and  her  family  likewife, 
gave  up  every  hope  of  her  recovery.  She  was  remov- 
ed, at  the  extreme  hazard  of  her  life,  from  a few 
miles  out  of  town  to  the  Dodtor’s  houfe,  where,  im- 
mediately his  properly  heated  and- medicated  water 
Baths,  vapour  Baths,  Fumigations,  &c.  were  ap- 
plied-, and  by  continuing  the  fame  procefs  night 
and  morning,  in  lets  than  three  days  the  hemor- 


Jannary  20,  1775* 


(Signed) 


J.  FIELDING. 


CASE  VII. 
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rhage  ccafcd,  and  in  two  weeks  a gentle  univerfal 
perlpiration  cnfiied,  and  in  a month,  her  appetite, 
Ipirits,  and  ftrength,  were  amazingly  reftored,  and 
on  the  i8th  of  November  1775,  fhe  returned  home  re- 
covered to  the  aftonilhment,  and  delight  of  her  family 
and  friends. 

I RECEIVED  a minute  account,  likewife,  of 
the  above  cure  from  the  lady  herfelf,  with  whom  I 
converfed  at  the  Doflor’s  houfe,  nor  fhould  I do 
juftice  to  his  procefs,  if  I did  not  declare,  that 
on  enquiry,  this  alfo  will  be  found  very  extra- 
oridinary. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 
CASE  'VIII. 

A Merchant  of  London,  who  had  been  afflicted 
for  near  two  years  with  the  moil  excrutiating 
rheumatic  pains  all  over  his  body,  and  in  fpight  of 
the  beft  attendance,  remedies,  and  alfo  the  power  of 
opium  taken  to  an  amazing  quantity,  could  not  enjoy 
a moment’s  reft,  neither  day  nor  night,  and  often  to 
eafe  his  pains,  was  obliged  to  drink  a pint  of  brandy,' 
rum,  or  gin,  at  a tfme,  but  as  the  opium  did  only 
ftiipify  him  for  a few  minutes,  afterwards  his  pams  re- 
turned with  double  fury,  and  he  was  in  this  extremity, 
and  almoftdead  brought  to  the  Doctor’s  houle,  where, 
by  the  uleof  his  invented  Arbitrarily  heated,  and  Me- 
dicated Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  moift 
and  dry  Fumigations,  and  univerfal  faponaceous  Fric- 
tions, he  was  in  the  fpaceof  a fortnight  entirely  re- 
covered. 

THE  above  cafe  was  read  over  in  my  prefence  to 
the  Patient  himfelf,  who  declared,  that  he  had  been 
much  worfe  than  the  Doctor  had  reprefented.— He 

imputed 
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imputed  this  dreadful  rheumatic  complaint  to  his 
being  delayed  in  his  pafiagc  by  water  to  Margate  in 
frofty  weather,  and  afterwards  lying  in  damp  fheets. 
February  25,  1774*  J*  YIELDING, 

CASE  IX. 

A Young  Gentelman  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  was  put  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Domini- 
ceti  for  total  deprivation  in  the  tendons  of  one  of 
his  feet;  it  appeared  intirely  diflocated  in  the  ancle, 
where  the  mufcles,  finews,  and  ligaments,  were 
fo  amazingly  relaxed,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
put  his  foot  to  the  ground. — His  ftation  in  life  en- 
abled him  to  procure  the  belt  advice.  The  power 
of  Medicine,  aftringent  Fometatiens,  Plaillers, 

, Unffions,  and  the  ufe  of  iron  and  wood  Machines 
contrived  by  a Phyfician  and  Surgeon  of  their  Ma- 
jellies,  had  been  long  applied  without  Succefs : 
The  Patient  and  his  Friends  were  without  hope, 
they  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  many  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  perfons,  who  advifed  them  to  put 
this  patient  under  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  care,  being 
certain,  that  many  fimilar  diforders  of  a total  re- 
laxation of  the  whole  nervous  Syllem,  had  been 
cured  by  his  invented  nev/  mode,  and  means  of 
preparing,  and  applying  Arbitrarily  heated  and 
Medicated  Water  Baths,  vapourous  and  dry  Baths, 
moill  and  dry  partial  Fumigations,  fpirituous,  fa- 
pcnaceoLis,  and  dry  Fridiions ; and  in  confcquencc 
thereof,  in  three  months  he  was  perfedly  cured, 
and  continues  in  good  health. 

I HAVE  frequently  converfed  with  this  Patient 
when  he  firft  applied  to  the  Dodlor  in  his  wretched 
ftate,  during  the  progrefs  of  his  Cure,  and  fincc 
his  recovery ; He  has  declared  to  me,  that  he  is 

well 
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well.  And  cannot  confider  him,  but  as  a 
member  reftorcd  to  Ibciety,  who  without  Dodlor 
Dominiceti’s  afliftance,  muft  have  fpent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  a mifcrable  defpondcncy. 


Gentleman  of  fortune  about  72  years  of  age. 


was  recommended  to  Dr.  Dominiteci's  care 
by  his  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  who  had  tried  the 
power  of  medicine,  and  all  forts  of  external  appli- 
cations without  any  fuccefs.  His  complaint  was  a 
fwelling  in  his  leg  and  thigh,  which  had  rendered 
both  of  an  enormous  fize,  riling  from  the  foot  to* 
the  adbomen,  hard  and  cold.  The  patient  was  en- 
tirely miferable,  dcfpaired  of  relief,  and  his  life  ia 
imminent  danger  when  he  was  brought  into  his 
houfe ; but  under  the  providence  of  God,  by  the 
ufe  of  his  invented  mode  and  means  of  preparing 
and  applying  Arbitrarily  heated  and  medicatcdl 
Water  Baths,  Pumps,  vapourous  and  dry  Baths, 
moift  anddry  Fridions,  in  eleven  weeks  he  was  per- 
fedly  recovered,  and  could  walk  as  well  as  ever 
he  did  in  his  life. 

I 

1 HAVE  frequently  converfed  likewife  with  the 
above  Patient  when  he  firft  applied  to  the  Dodor 
in  his  wretched  ilate,  during  the  progrefs  of 
his  cure,  and  fince  his  recovery,  and  confider- 
cd  him  as  a member  reftored  to  fociety,  who 
alfo  without  Dodor  Dominiceti’s  afliftance,  muft 
have  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a mifcrable 
defpondcncy. 


(Signed) 


20,  1774. 


J.  FIELDING. 


CASE  X. 


(Signed) 


J.  FIELDING; 
CASE 


May  22,  1774. 


( 122  ) 

CASE  XI. 

A Captain  of  the  army  in  the  Eaft-Indics,  about 
30  years  of  age,  was  fuddenly  taken  with  a 
fwelHng  in  his  legs  and  belly,  by  having  lain  in 
damp  Iheets,  which  gradually  mcreafed  upwards, 
even  to  all  the  parts  of  his  face.  In  fpice  of  the 
bell  advice,  and  medicines  he  had  taken,  it  termi- 
nated in  an  alarming  defperate  Dropfy,  and  then 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  who  attended  him, 
determined  to  tap  him,  to  prolong  his  life.  But  a 
judicious  relation  of  his,  and  an  humane  furgeon 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  two  Gen- 
Icmen  and  a Lady  cured  of  Dropfics,  by 
Doftor  Dominiceti’s  efficacious,  innocent,  invented 
mode  and  means  of  curing  fimilar  complaints, 
advifed  him  to  pat  himfelf  immediately  under  his 
care,  and  in  five  weeks  time  he  was  reitored  to  his 
perteft  health. 

I HAVE  converfed  with  the  before-mentioned 
patient,  cured  of  a Dropfy,  and  can  from  my 
own  knowledge  afifert  that  this  cafe  is  ftridlly  true. 

(Signed) 

II,  1774.  J.  FIELDING, 


CASE  XII. 

A Clergyman,  aged  56,  about  four  years  ago, 
was  inoculated,  but  nothing  appeared  from 
the  inoculation.  At  that  time  he  was  in  perfed: 
health,  but  in  about  three  months  his  health  vifibly 
declined,  and  gradually  lofing  his  perfpiration,  his 
appetite,  fleep,  and  fpirits,  he  became  conftantly 
afflided  with  a violent  pain  in  his  ftomach  j he  had 

the 
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the  bell  advice  and  affiftance  he  could  procure,  but 
abouc  tvvo  years  ago,  his  diftcmpcr  ended  in  a con- 
firmed oropfy,  being  iwclied  from  head  to  foot, 
in  November  laft,  being  given  over  as  incurable, 
^ this^  defperate  condittion  he  was  brought  to  the 
Dodtor  s houfe,  with  a letter  of  recommendation, 
from  a moft  refpedfable,  brave,  and  humane  Ge- 
neral Officer  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  and  in  two 
months  he  returned  perfectly  cured  to  the  afto- 
niffiment  of  his  parifhioners,  the  ^rcat  fatisfadion 
of  the  General,  and  to  the  great  comfort  of  his 
familv.  I 

I RECEIVED  a minute  account  of  the  above 
cafe  and  cure  from  the  clergyman  himfdf,  who  I 
conyerfed  with  at  the  Dodtor^s  houfe,  nor  ffiould  I 
do  jufiice  to  his  procefs,  if  I did  not  declare,  that 
pn  enquiry  it  will  be  found  very  extraordinary. 

(Signed) 

i8  1775*  j.  FIELDING- 


CASE  XIII. 

A S near  as  I can  recoiled,  about  nine  years  agd, 
I received  a violent  forfeit  from  eating  fome- 
thing  which  difagreed  with  my  fiomach;  the  fol- 
lowing night  my  body  and  thighs  were  covered 
with  large  white  lumps,  as  if  flung  with  nettles, 
that  itched  and  fmarted  by  turns  in  a moft  fliock- 
ing  manner;  in  the  morning  it  all  difppeared,  at 
which  time  I felt  my  flomach  very  much  diforder- 
cd,  it  continued  more  or  lefs  fo  for  nine  or  ten 
months.  I then  began  to  be  better  by  flow  de- 
grees; but  in  about  a year  and  a half  after  I ob- 
ferved  a large  red  mark  on  the  infide  of  one  of  my 
thighs,  that  kept  growing  darker  ’till  it  became 

brown; 
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brown;  and  four  or  five  months  after  that  fonie 
fpots  of  the  fame  colour  appeared  on  my  breaft, 
and  continued  increafing  ’till  my  body  was  marked 
with  irregular  fpots,  which  covered  near  half  of 
it.  I then  began  to  find  a nervous  complaint,  great 
w'caknefs,  and  lowmcfs  of  fpirits,  1- accordingly 

took  the  advice  of  Dr.  P , and  from  his  pre- 

feription  I received  fome  relief,  at  the  fame  time 
he  required  rnc  to  make  life  of  a milk  diet  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  drink  Prymont  w^ater.  1 continued 
this  for  fome  time,  but  not  finding  much  benefit, 
I left  off  taking  medicines.  I ftill  found  the  marks 
on  my  fkin  to  increafe,  with  frequent  and  violent 
itching;  I then  took  a quack  medicine  for  fome 
months  without  effeft,  the  fpots  flill  increafing, 
and  defeending  from  my  fhouldcrs  nine  or  ten 
inches  down  my  arms.  I applied  to  a very  cmi-^ 

nent  Ph^'^fician  Dr.  T , whofe  preferiptions  1 

followed  tor  fome  months  without  receiving  the 
lead  relief,  but  began  to  be  much  difordered  in 
my  head  and  ftomach;  the  fcorbutic  and  nervous 
corriplaints  flill  increafing- 

I was  quite  weak  and  mifcrable,  when  feeing 
feveral  cafes  fimilar  to  my  own,  cured  by  Dr, 
Dominiceti,  inferred  in  the  Town  and  Country 
Magazine,.!  immediately  determined  to  put  my- 
felf  under  his  care.  G.  N. 

This  23d  day  of  Sept,  1779?  I do  certify,  that  ever 
fince  the  fifth  of  June  laft  I have  been  every  day, 
morning  and  evening  (Suuday  excepted)  into  the  ar- 
bitrarily heated  and  medicated  water  and  vapourous 
baths,  moift  and  dry  fumigations,  &c.  of  Dr.  Domi- 
niceti,  and  having  daily  gained  an  evident  benefit  in 
the  above  related  complaints,  and  I was  yefterday 
difeharged  in  perfed  health, 

G.  N, 

k.  ^ 
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CASE  XIV. 

the  CASE  c/PAUL  TURQUAND,  Efy. 
Stratford-Green^  mar  Bow^  EJfex,  Sept,  if,  1781. 

* 

Dear  Sir, 

HEAKING  you  are  about  publfhing  a fecond 
Edition  of  the  Differtation  on  your  Artificial 
Medicated  Baths,  in  which  you  may  iniert  the  cure 
you  have  under  the  blefiing  of  God,  performed  on  my 
complaint,  which  was  deemed  incurable,  and  even  I 
myfelf  defpaired  of  a recovery.  Humanity  alfo  calls  ' 
forth  to  make  it  knov/n  to  the  public,  in  order  that  my 
fellow-fufferers  may  reap  the  benefit  of  your  opera- 
tions.— Being  taken  fuddenly  with  a retention  of  urine, 
which  my  phyficians  thought  proceeded  from  a plen- 
titude  of  blood,  for  which  repeated  bleedings  were 
ordered.  This  had  the  defired  effed:,  but  brought  on 
a dropfy  that  increafed  fo  fafi:  as  to  fill  my  body  from 
head  to  feet  with  water,  attended  with  lofs  of  appe- 
tite, fliortnefs  of  breath,  and  an  averfion  to  motion. 
Thefe  terrible  fymptoms  increafed  daily,  that  an 
exiftence  of  a few  weeks  were  difpaired  of.  In  this 
fituation,  hearing  of  the  many  cures  you  had  perfor- 
med, I came  under  your  care;  in  the  courfe  of  three 
months,  by  going  night  and  morning  through  your 
operations,  I was  reftored,  in  every  refped,  to  a very 
good  Hate  of  health;  which  I have  continued  to  en- 
joy ever  fince;  perfons  at  my  time  of  life,  to  be  rellored 
^ CO  health,  ftrength,  and  appetite,  is  a blefiing  which 
* neither  my  friends  or  felf  ever  expeded. 

Dear  Sir,  I mull  here  take  notice,  that  Mrs.  Tur- 
quand,  to  her  very  great  care  of  me,  during  my  ill- 
nefs,  was  thrown  into  a relaxed  ftate  of  body ; and 
was  going,  if  I may  ufe  the  exprelTion,  full  gallop  into 
a Dropfy  likev/ife.  She  happily  experienced  the  fame 
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falutary  effcfls  from  your  operations  that  I have  done; 
This  public  atteftationof  mine,  will,  I flatter  myfelf, 
put  beyond  contradiction,  the  cure  you  have  perfor- 
med ; and  am  ready  to  teftify  to  any  body  the  efficacy 
of  your  procefs  in  fimilar  complaints,  and  many  ocher 
cafes,  which  I was  eye  witneis  of  when  at  your  houle. 
Among  others,  two  men,  who  were  to  all  appearance 
dead,  reftored  to  life  in  two  or  three  hours.  Be  affured, 
good  Sir,  that  I always  retain,  for  your  great  care  and 
attention  to  me  and  my  wife,  the  finccreft  gratitude 
and  relpeCt.  I had  alfo  the  fatisfaCtion,  that  my  apo- 
thecary approved  of  my  going  to  you,  and  my  doctor 
and  him  came  to  fee  me  while  at  your  houfe,  and  was 
intirely  fatisfied  with  your  treatment. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  mod  obliged  and  humble  Servant, 

PAUL  TURQUaND* 

[Three  months  before  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turquand  putthem- 
felves  under  my  care,  I cured  two  Ladies  of  Dropfies, 
one  of  the  Uterus,  and  the  other  of  an  Jfeites,  the  former  was 
in  a very  dangerous  fituation.] 

CASE  XV. 

Vi&^CASE  of  Mr.  JOHN  OHM,  Merchant. 

A Merchant  of  London,  about  thirty-four  years 
of  age,  of  a plethoric  habit  of  body,  who  had 
been  affliCled  for  a very  confidcrable  time  with  the 
mod  violent  and  torturing  rheumatic  pains  fixed  on 
the  joints  of  his  fingers,  hands,  arms,  thighs,  legs,  and 
feet,  which  at  times  were  fo  great  as  to  raife  a fever, 
and  confine  him  to  his  bed.  ’ 

The  bed  attendance  and  means  the  common  prac- 
tice could  afford  were  ufed  in  vain,  his  diforder 
gained  ground  greatly  every  day,  his  body  grew  cur- 
bed, the  mufeks  madoides  becanie  focontraded  as  to 
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keep  his  head  very  much  bent  downward,  his  joints 
began  to  fwell,  the  pains  and  fever  to  increafe;  infuch 
a ftate  he  was  recommended  to  my  care  by  Lady 

F , who  has  known  leveral  perfons  cured  of  fimi* 

lar  complaints- 

The  caufes  of  his  unhappy  fituation  were  two ; the 
firft  proceeded  from  a cold  he  took  after  exercife, 
which  immediately  brought  on  an  obftrudtion  of  per- 
fpiration;  the  fccond  was  the  life  of  a cold  bath,  a re- 
medy worfc  than  thedifeafe. 

The  gentleman  who  prefcribed  him  fo  ralh  an 
operation,  was  not  much  verled  in  phyfic,  nor  did  he 
know  the  prudent  advice  Hippocrates  has  left  us,  t» 
he  more  careful  in  the  ufe  of  cold  thin^  r than  in  hot,  be- 
caufe  it  is  lefs  agreeable  to  our  nature but  in  luch  a 
cafe  as  this,  any  man  who  has  any  degree  of  know- 
ledge of  the  effedls  of  cold  applications,  might  prog- 
nofticate,  that  the  plunging  into  a cold  bath  plethoric 
perfons  full  of  pains  and  obftru6lioas,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  fatal  con fequences,  even  in  a lefs  indifpofed 
conflitution  than  that  of  this  gentleman. 

He  went  twice  a day  through  a regular  courfe  of 
my  operations,  taking  now  and  then  fome  mild 
cathartics:  I firft  begun  the  cure  vvith  the  application 
ofemolient  water  and  vapour  bath-;,  five  degrees  un- 
der the  animal  heat,  and  gentle  friCtion  till  the  bulky 
particles  of  the  obltruCted  humours  were  reduced,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  capillary  veffels  enlarged-,  then  I 
proceeded  with  the  aromatics  and  ail  rmgems,  with  tlie 
pump,  the  faponaceous  and  fpirituous  friCtions-,  and 
in  two  months  time  my  patient  became  an  healthy 
man  able  to  enjoy  all  die  pleafures  of  life,  and  1 flat- 
ter myrdf  he  will  be  ready,  when  occafion  requires, 
to  tdtify  to  the  affliCled  and  the  curious,  the  benefit  he 
has  received- 

Pant  on- Square,  Hay-Market.  R.  DOMINICETI. 

This 


( 128  ) 

This  gentleman,  after  he  received  my  pampMetj 
fenc  me  the  fciiowiny  I.etter. 

O 

King-Street^  Covent-Garden,  January  23,  1781, 
Dear  Sir, 

I H AVE  received,  and  read,  the  pamphlet  you 
have  oeen  fo  kind  as  to  favour  me  with ; for  which 
you  have  my  finccre  thanks. 

Among  the  many  cafes  and  cures  it  contains  I find 
you  have  with  great  modefty,  ftated  minealfo:  if  the 
addition  of  my  name  could  have  been  of  any  fcrvice, 
I fhould  have  been  glad  if  you  had  made  ule  of  it. 
At  the  1 une  time  give  me  leave  to  afilire  you,  that  I 
fhall  be  always  happy,  whenever  you  put  it  in  my 
power,  to  do  you  jufbice,  and  to  comfort  any  one  of 
my  fellow  creatures,  who  may  labour  under  the  fame 
difeafe,  by  relating  to  them  the  benefit  I have 'received 
at  your  hands. 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  OHM. 

CASE  XVI. 

The  CASE  of  Mr.  JOHN  SHEPPARD,  Bury-Street, 

St.  James^Sy  London. 

SIR,, 

KTAVING  read  in  your  pamphlet,  a Diflertation 
[ on  the  Scurvy,  which  feemed  rational  to  me, 
1 put  myfelf  under  your  care  for  the  fame  complaint, 
of  which  I had  been  afflidted  for  many  years;  I 
thought  it  was  a juftice  due  to  you  to  infert  my  cafe, 
in  fomeof  your  publications  with  my  name  and  place 
of  abode,  which  may  ferve  as  a barrier  againfl;  the  ma- 
levolent and  invidious  of  the  faculty,  who  endeavour 
to  depreciate  the  utility  of  your  Baths  in  fimilar  com- 
plaints. As  you  know,  Sir,  the  Scurvy  which  I was 

afflidted 
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I 

afBi<flcd  with,  was  well  rooted  in  my  conflitutlon,  it  ' 
often  manitefted  itfdf  on  my  legs,  violent  pains  in 
different  parts  of  my  body,  which  were  lb  accute  as  to 
deprive  me  of  the  comforts  of  life  •,  of  all  which  fymp- 
toms,  by  my  ufing  your  Medicinal  Baths,  for  two 
months,  I entirely  got  rid  of,  and  am  now  in  perfe6t 
health.  I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant. 

May  25,  1781.  JOHN  SHEPPARD. 

To  Dr.  R.  Domiaiceti,  Pant  on- Square, 

CASE  XVII. 

The  CASE  of  JAMES  ATWOOD,  Efq. 

SIR, 

SINCE  I left  your  houfe,  I have  continued  fo  well 
that  I cannot  help  expreffing  my  gratitude  to 
you,  for  a cure  no  lefs  extraordinary,  than  of  impor- 
tance you  have  perform’d  on  me-— a CMre  of  a White 
Swelling;  which  is  a complaint  I have  heard  deemed 
very  difficult,  if  not  incurable,  accompanied  too,  with 
an  unufual  fwelling  of  the  leg,  and  thigh.  As  this. 
Sir,  is  a cafe  which  ffiould  be  made  public,  you  have 
my  free  confent  for  fo  doing.  I am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  fervanr, 
Marlhorough-Street,  JAMES  ATWOOD. 

Dec,  29,  1781. 

To  Dr.  R.  Dominiceti,  Panton-Square, 

[This  gentleman  was  perfe£lly  cured  in  'fourteen  weeks 
'—and  a young  lady  I had  under  my  care  two  years  ago  of 
the  fame  complaint,  was  reftored  to  health  and  to  the  ufe 
iier  leg  in  the  courfe  of  three  months.] 

CASE  XVIII. 

ne  CASE  (?/ JOSEPH  HAGGET. 

A Boy  of  about  ten  years  of  age,  who  had  long  la- 
boured under  a Scropholoiis  Complaint,  was 
brought  to  Dr.' Dominiceti  in  Panton-Square  in  a 
moft  miferabie  Rate,  unable  to  walk  in  conl^ucnce  of 
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two  or  three  tumours,  that  were  formed  nearly  together, 
and  extending  themfelves  from  the  Os  Calcis  to  the 
joint  of  the  ancle;  they  had  been  long  ulcerated,  and 
became  finus,  and  virulent,  and  the  leg  and  thigh  very 
much  wafted  away.  Every  means,  the  parents  cir- 
Cumftances  would  admit  of,  were  tried  in  vain  ; they 
then  fent  him  to  Sc.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  where  he 
remained  Ibme  time,  ftill  finding  no  relief,  nor  even  a 
chance,  without  the  amputation  of  his  leg.^  which 
operation  they  would  by  no  means  confentto.  They 
removed  him  from  thence,  and  tried  fcveral  other  re- 
medies with  equal  fuccefs,  till  at  length  a gentleman 
recommended  the  mother  to  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  procefs, 
knowing  that  he  had  been  particularly  fuccefsful  in 
thefe  and  the  like  complaints,  they  accordingly  brought  " 
him  to  the  Doctor  in  the  fituation  above  deferibed, 
who  undertook  him  for  charity,  and  in  the  courfc  of 
::hree  months  he  became  totally  altered  in  his  conftitu- 
tion,  tlie  ulcers  being  entirely  healed,  and  he  is  now  per- 
fectly cured  ofhis  complaint. 

■ ■ Middkfexl^lAZ^^KTH  HAGGET,  Mother  of 
to  wit.  ^ the  before  mentioned  Jofeph  Hagget  of 
King’s-Head-Court,  Shoreditch — maketh  oath  and 
faith,  that  the  cafe  of  her  Ton  before  recited  is  ftriCtly 
and  literally  true. 

Sworn  before  me  this  i6th 
Day  of  February  1782. 

IViliiam  Addington. 

I have  cured  feveral  perfons  in  high  as  well  as  in  a 
middling  line  of  life,  alter  they  have  tried  without 
fuccefs  (as  is  the  cafe  with  moft  patients  that  put 
themfelves  under  my  care)  every  remedy  under  the 
btft  advice,  in  a more  defponding  fituation  then  this 
poor  boy,’ who  was  cured  fince  November  1781 — Ihave 
accepted  the  above  atceftation  from  the  mother,  not  only 
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as  it  may  be  of  comfortto  thofethat  are  a fill  (fted  with 
this  complaint,  but  becaufe  I am  not  at  liberty,  to  refer 
any  body  to  thofe  refpedtable  perfons  I have  cured  ot 
the  fame  difeafe.  • 

CASE  XIX. 

A Major-General  officer  of  his  Majefty’s  forces 
lately  come  from  America,  about  fixty  years 
of  age,  of  a fcorbutic  conftitution,  was  feized  with 
wandering  pains,  attended  with  an  unufual  indolence 
about  his  loins  and  thighs,  a fwelling  in  his  legs, 
and  a conftridtion  upon  the  joints,  which  rendered 
their  motion  painful  and  difficult;  in  ffiort,  he  was 
not  able  to  walk  without  pain,  and  intirely  in- 
capable to  put  any  one  of  his  legs  crofs  over  his 
thighs.  The  caufe  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health  was  a 
cold  he  took  at  Mud-Ifland. — He  came  to  Panton- 
Square  under  my  care,  and  went  through  the 
medicated  water  vaporours  dry  baths,  and  fric- 
tions; in  three  weeks  time  the  fwellings  difappeared 
and  he  was  able  to  walk  very  well  without  feeling 
any  pain,  and  tp  put  either  of  his  legs  crofs  over 
his  thighs,  with  the  greateft  eafe; — I ordered  him 
to,  take  nothing  inwardly,  but  to  eat  a few 
roafled  apples  for  his  fupper,  or  at  bed-time, 
which  were  fufficient  to  keep  his  body  open,  when 
neceffity  required. — This  cure  demands  the  atten- 
tion of  thofe  who  are  afflidted  with  fimilar  com- 
plaints, for  I am  of  opinion,  that  if  his  diforder 
had  been  negledted  any  longer,  it  would  have  de- 
genrated into  a dropfy  or  confumption 
Panton-Square.  R.  DOMINICETI, 

CASE  XX. 

A Young  gentleman  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
v/ho  for  five  years  had  laboured  under  fymp- 
tomatical  fcorbutic  eruptions  which  appeared  and  dif- 
appeared regularly  every  fpring,  and  fall,  as  well  as 
at  the  firft  approach  of  fevere  v/eather:  the  eruptions 
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n%anifefted  thcmfelves,  on  his  face,  hands,  and  feet, 
buf  all  his  body  was  dry,  and  fcaly  all  the  year  round, 
very  little  or  no  perfpiration  even  by  violent  exercife  or 
ftrong  diaphoritics  could  be  procured,  nor  the  beft  ad- 
vice either  domeftic  or  foreign,  did  alter  the  periodical 
return  of  his  difeafe.  Having  read  a diflfertation  of 
mine  on  this  complaint,  refolded  to  try  the  efficacy  of 
my  Artificial,  Medicinal  Baths.  What  gives  me 
great  fatisfadion  to  obferve,  that  one  of  his  Phyficians 
recommended  the  trial  of  them  feveral  months  before 
he  came  under  my  care;  he  went  through  fuch  opera- 
tions, as  were  prepared  for  his  complaint  and  confti- 
tution,  and  with  the  help  of  fome  decoeftions  he  took 
every  other  day,  in  fix  weeks  he  appeared  quite  ano- 
ther n]an;  the  periodical  time  was  then  come  without 
bringing  with  it  any  of  the  former  difagreeable  fymp- 
toms,  he  continued  two  months  longer  in  my  houfe, 
at  the  expiration  ot  which  time  he  left  me,  in  perfeft 
iK'.-iith.  I have  recommended  him  to  go  through  my 
operations  now  and  then^  by  way  of  prevention^  and 
flatter  myfdf  by  continuing  fo  to  do  for  a year  or  two, 
the  very  feed  of  his  complaint  will  be  intircly  eradica- 
ted from  his  confticution. 

Panton  Square.  R.  DOMINICETI, 

CASE  XXL 

A Gentleman  of  great  fortune,  who  had  been  for 
the  fpace  of  ten  years,  under  the  care  of  many 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  in  this  kingdom,  for  a vio- 
lent confluent  Icurvy,  attended  with  painful  ferpigi- 
geous  running  ulcers,  in  leveral  parts  of  his  body;  all 
the  antifeorbutic  medicines  where  tried  to  little  or  no 
purpofe,  at  laft  it  was  determined  he  fhould  try  fea- 
bathing  for  two  or  three  months,  which  he  did  to  a 
great  difad vantage,  fur  at  the  expiration  of  two  months 
his  legs  began  to  fweil,  the  fwelling  fpread  with  fuch 
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rapidity,  that  in  the  courfe  of  ten  days,  his  legs  and 
thighs  were  fuU  ot  water;  alarmed  at  the  approach 
of  fuch  an  additional  complaint  he  came  to  London; 
twenty  days  after  his  arrival  he  was  recommended  to 
my  care  by  his  Phyfician,  by  going  night  and  morn- 
ing through  the  courie  of  my  operation  was  perfedly 
cured  in  four  months,  of  the  above  mentioned  com- 
plaint; a complaint,  which  had  kept  increafing  for  ten 
years,  under  the  care  of  the  ableft  of  the  Faculty. 
^his  is  by  no  means  intended  as  a refledlion  on  their 
abilities,  but  only  as  a hint,  how  beneficial  it  would  be 
to  individuals,  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  profelTion  were 
better  acquainted  with  the  utility  of  my  Arti- 
ficial Medicinal  Baths,  and  convcniency  of  my 
apparatus. 


Gentleman  of  64  years  of  age  had  been  afflicted 
for  17  years  with  a debility  in  the  neck  of  the 


bladder,  in  confeqnence  of  which  he  had  an  inclination 
of  making  water  every  five  or  fix  minutes;  this  weak- 
nefs'was  occafioned  by  an  ulcer  in  thep^r/;  the  wa- 
ter came  out  of  three  different  places,  viz. 
through  the  natural  paffage,  through  ferineum^  and 
through  the  anus,  where  there  was  alfo  a fiftu- 
la.  He  continued  the  ufe  of  my  operations  for  feveral 
weeks  without  receiving  any  benefit,  and  I myfelf  con- 
fidering  the  able  men  that  had,  had  the  care  of  him 
(previous  to  his  coming  tome)  defpaired  of  fuccefs. 
However  it  pleafed  God,  that  after  feven  weeks 
trial  he  began  to  grow  better,  and  in  the  courfe  of  four 
months  he  was  cured  of  all  the  above-mentioned  com- 
plaints, and  has  ever  fince  continued  in  very  good 
health. 


A Very  reputable  merchant  of  London,  of  a 
fcorbutic  confii'tution,  was  attacked  with  a 
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nervous  complaint,  which  had  not  been  judicioufly 
treated,  and  fo  became  worfe  every  day;  unfit 
to  tranfadt  his  bufinefs  himlelf,  he  was  obliged  to 
truft  the  management  of  his  affairs  to  others,  who, 
taking  the  advantage  of  his  indifpofition,  without 
any  confideration  to  juftice  or  humanity,  impofed 
upon  him  in  a moft  furprifing  manner.  Though  he 
^ was  very  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he  received,  yet 
he  was  incapable  of  refenting  it;  or  to  defend  him- 
felf  or  his  property.  Thefe  circumflances  did  very 
much  aggravate  his  complaint,  that  by  degrees  he 
grew  melancholic,  his  pulfe  very  flow,  his  body  in- 
tcnfely  cold,  himfelf  fond  of  folitude,  and  averfe  to 
motion,  fo  as  to  lay  for  fix  or  eight  hours  together  on 
a chair,  without  even  changing  the  pofture  of  his 
body,  always  thinking  upon  one  and  the  fame  fubjedl; 
neverthdefs,  the  fituation  in  which  he  was  in,  he 
never  negle^ed  to  try  one  thing  or  another,  and  to 
confult  with  feveral  of  the  faculty,  in  order  to  free 
himfelf  of  fuch  a bad  companion,  he  took  many 
medicines  of  different  kinds  to  no  purpofe;  he  foU 
lowed  the  prefcriptlons  of  the  regulars  and  the 
quacks,  he  did  alfo  ufe  the  warm  natural  mineral 
bath,  the  common  warm  bath,  cold  bath,  fea 
bathing,  fsj’r.  to  no  advantage. — Being  informed  of 
the  efficacy  of  my  new  apparatus  of  artificial  medi- 
cated baths,  fumigations,  erefled  in  Panton 

Square,  in  the  above  deferibed  fituation  he  put  him- 
felf under  my  care,  and  by  going  night  and  morn- 
ing through  my  operations,  in  four  months  time 
he  was  perfectly  recovered. 

Pant  on -Square,  R.  DOMINICETI, 

The  beft  method  of  cure  I have  found  to  luc- 
ceed  in  thefe’  kind  of  complaints  is,  firfl  to  contrive 
t©  keep  the  patient’s  body  open  once  a day,  but 
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more  or  lefs  in  proportion  of  what  he  eats  and 
drinks,  (this  fliould  be  done  with  lenitive  elec- 
tuaries and  glyfters,  avoiding  llimulating  purga- 
tives, becaufe  the  laudable  and  eafily  moveable 
humours  will  be  firft  evacuated,  and  the  peccant 
and  vifcid  juices  remain  in  the  body,  by  which 
means  the  patient's  diforder  is  increafed,)  at  the  fame 
time  a long  and  conftant  ufe  of  water  and  vapour 
baths  heated,  and  medicated  according  to  the  date 
of  this  difeafe  and  the  patient’s  conftitution,  ought 
to  be  followed,  the  friftions  and  the  pump  are  very 
often  neceffary.  If  we  look  Into  antiquity  we  fhall 
find,  recommend  the  daily  ufe  of  arti- 

fical  baths,  that  Galen\  has  performed  many  cures 
of  this  difeafe  by  the  ufe  of  baths  and  fridfions  alone. 
— Rhafts  de  Melanc.  advifes  the  baths,  and  after- 
wards the  ufe  offridtion,  with  oil,  liniment,  that 
^afon  FratenJiSy  and  Montanus  de  Melanc.  prefcribcs 
the  fame ; Felix  Plater%  and  Laureutius^  enjoined 
the  long  ufe  of  artificial  baths.  Befide  the  ufe  of  medi- 
cated baths,  L^elius  a fonte  Euguhinui'^  and  Montanus^ 
for  the  melancholy  recommends  an  irrigation  of  wa- 
ter, or  kind  of  a pump  upon  the  head,  medicated 
■with  W'ater  lilies,  lettuce,  violets,  camomile, 
Baths  of  fweet  water,  in  which  had  been  boiled  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  rofes,  violets,  water  lilies, 
flowers  of  buglofs,  camomile,  ^c.  i2iysGuiauer  {a) 
are  of  vvonderful  great  force  in  this  malady;  the 
patients  (fays  he)  fhould  ufe  them  twice  a day,  and 
when  they  come  forth  out  of  the  baths,  their  backs 
ought  to  be  anointed  with  oil  of  almond,  vio- 
lets, nymphse,  ISc.  So  doth  Ftickfms  (b)  2^\AFernelius 

* Ser.  I.  cap.  lo.  / 

f Lib.  3.  de  locis’afFedl.  J Obferv.  lib.  j,  § Cap.  8. 
de  mel.  ||  Coufult.  44.  Confil.  31.  {a)  Cap.  g. 

ira^o,  15.  de  melanc,  {b)  Lib.  i.  cap.  33, 
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burton  obfervc,  that  in  the  time  of  the  Romans^  the 
artifical  medicated  baths  were  in  great  ufe,  and  adap- 
ted to  this,  and  to  many  other  complaints  ; lome  of 
them  bathed  fo  often  as  feven  times  a day,  as  Commodus 
the  Emperor  is  reported  to  have  done,  but  ufually 
twice  a day;  indeed,  when  the  degree  of  heat  and 
the  medicated  quality  of  thefe  operations  are  fuited. 
to  the  patient’s  difeafe  and  conftitution,  there  is  no 
danger  of  receiving  any  injury  by  their  frequent  ufe* 

CASE  XXIV. 

A Young  lady  who  had  been  afflidfed  with  a 
violent  hot  itchy  fcurvy,  fo  as  to  render  her' 
fkin  very  dry,  rough,  and  full  of  fcurf, — the  Ikill 
of  many  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  had  been  tried 
in  vain  for  three  or  four  years,  and , the  infignid- 
cancy  of  all  the  pretended  nojhums  fhe  took  as  fpc- 
cific  remedies  for  her  complaint  was  plainly  evinced; 
at  laft  Ihe  was  advifed  to  bathe  in  fee  water  for  a 
month  or  two,  which  die  did  at  Tvlargate,  for 
twenty-three  days,  every  morning  fading,  at  which 
period  Ihe  was  obliged  to  defiii  going  any  more 
into  the  fait  water,  on  account  of  an  obflrudtion 
that  came  upon  her  of  a dangerous  nature,  and  the 
fcorbutic  humors  growing  more  corrofive  as  to  ul- 
cerate her  legs  on  fevcral  parts.  Difappointed  by 
this  antidote,  (as  many  call  it)  and  with  the  unex- 
pected additional  calamities  it  has  brought  on  her 
conflitution,  die  came  to  London.  A^^few  days 
after  her  arrival,  reading  in  the  news-paper  an  ac- 
count of  my  new  apparatus  of  medicated  water, 
vaporous,  dry  baths,  &c.  die  came  into  Panton- 
Square  to  confult  with  me  on  her  above  deferibed 
fituation;  being  convinced  of  the  rationality  of  my 
plan,  die  immediately  began  to  go  through  my 
Ojierations. 
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In  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks  her  obflrudtions  were 
removed  and  the  fcorbutic  fymptoms  much  abated ; 
in  two  more  the  ulcers  were  healed  up,  and  every 
other  mark  of  fcurvy  intirely  difappeared;  flat- 
tered by  fome  of  her  friends,  that  Ihc  was  cured, 
and  by  the  pleafing  feeling  and  appearance  flie  then 
had  of  an  healthy  conflitution,  againfl  my  con- 
fent  ftie  declined  going  through  my  medicated 
baths,  and  though  Ihe  continues  very  well,  yet 
as  ihe  did  not  give  me  time  to  ufe  with  her  fuch 
operations  as  were  fit  to  prevent  a relapfe  of  her 
complaint,  I am  of  opinion  ihe  will  repent  of 
having  followed  the  advice  of  thofe  that  arc  ig- 
norant of  the  nature  and  eifed:s  of  my  procefs. 
Panton- Sq^uare,  R.  DOMINICETI. 

CASE  XXV. 

A Young  Lady  was  afflicted  at  different  times  of 
the  year,  efpecially  on  her  face,  with  a fcorbu- 
tic humour  which  often  prevented  her  going  into  com- 
pany, ihe  was  lent  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  and  drink  ica 
w'ater.  Whether  by  a cold,  or  whether  by  bathing 
and  drinking  the  water  a total  obftrud:ion  (often  fatal 
to  the  fair  fex)  enfued,  which  was  foon  followed  by  a 
phthificy-coiigh,  Ihortnefs  of  breath,  head-ache,  a 
very  quick  pulfe,  attended  with  a deftrudlive  con- 
fumption  of  lungs,  llie  was  foon  removed  from  that 
place  to  London,  where  her  parents  tried  thofe  means 
the  faculty  fuggefled ; finding  the  difeafe  obftinatc  and 
the  fymptoms  lefs  favourable,  with  the  confent  of  the 
family  Apothecary  was  brought  to  Panton- Square.  In 
three  weeks  flie  was  much  better;  in  two  others  the 
obilrudtions  were  removed,  every  bad  fymptom  total- 
ly abated,  and  in  a week  or  two  after,  fhe  left  my  houfe 
in  perfedt  healtii. 

Fanton  Square*  R*  DOMINICETI. 
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TERMS  of  ADMISSION 

I K T O THE 

APPARATUSES  of  Artificial  Medicated  Water-Baths*, 
partial  Pumps,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  internal  and  ex- 
ternal moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  oleous,  faponaceous, 
and  dry  Friclions,  erected  in  Patiton- Square,  Hay-market. 

I,  T HOSE  Patients  who  are  neceffitated,  or  wifh  to  refide 
in  the  Houfe,  pay  Three  Shillings  and  Six-Pence  for  each  ' 
of  the  above-mentioned  Operations,  all  of  which  are  feldom 
ncceffary  for  one  Patient : but  they  are  to  provide  them- 
felves,  or  buy  from  the  head  Servants  of  the  Apparatus,  the 
jiecefl'ary  Woollen  arid  Linen  Garments — Apartments 
for  their  Reception  may  be  had  from  Four  Guineas,  to 
One  Guinea  per  Week. 

' II.  Thofe  Patients  who  are  Dropfical  and  require  the 
life  of  my  new  invented  dry  Stove  and  dry  Bed,  are  to  pay 
Five  Shillings  for  each  time  ufingthem. 

III.  Every  Out-Patient,  or  Perfon,  who  wiflies,  or  is  ad- 
vifed  to  Ufe  the  Baths,  &c,  for  the  prefervation  of  Health, 
pays  Twelve  Shillings  each  Time,  for  one,  as  well  as  for 
any  or  all  of  the  faid  Operations,  except  the  dry  ftove  and 
dry  bed,  which  are  three  Shillings  extra  ; for  which  Sum 
they  are  alfo  fupplied  with  Woollen  and  Linen  Garments; 
but  if  they  have  their  own,  they  pay  only  Half  a Gu»ea 
each  T ime. 


* As  every  Patient  hasFrefh  Water,  fo  he  may  fee  the 
Bath  empty  before  it  i&  prepared. 
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The  Ladies  Apartments  into  the  Artificial  Medical 
Baths,  as  well  as  into  the  Calidarium^  Tepidarlum,  and  Fri- 
gidarium  Baths,  are  diftindl  and  apart  from  thcfe  of  the 
Gentlemen,  and  approached  by  different  Avenues. 

The  Ladies  are  attended  by  Women  well  exprienced 
in  Bathing,  and  the  Gentlemen  by  Men,  equally  qualified. 


Thefe  Water  Baths  and  Effluvia,  are  impregnated  with 
fuch  medical  Subftances,  either  of  Animals,  Vegetables,  or 
Minerals,  as  have  been  found,  by  Experience,  to  cure,  or 
give  Relief,  in  moft  Difordersj  and  as  then  Degree  of 
Heat  is  regulated  according  to  the  Patient’s  Conffitution, 
Difeafe,  and  other  Circumftances,  fo  they  prove  falutary  in 
acute  and  chronical  Difeafes  (and  even  where  all  other 
medical  Efforts  have  failed)  fuch  as  in  the 


Scurvy, 

Deformitiee  of  the  Ikin, 
Suppreflion  of  any  Secretion, 
Dropffes. 

Confumptions, 

Gout, 

Rheumatifm, 

Obftinate  Cbffruftlons, 

Palfy, 

Epilepfy, 

Schirrous  Tumours, 

Ulcers, 

White  Swellings, 


Contraftions, 

Relaxation, 

Fevers, 

Nervous  Complaints, 
Afthmas,  r 

Weaknefs 

Scropholous  and  veneteal  com 
plaints. 

Retention  of  Urine, 

Gravel, 

Head  Ache, 

Deafnefs,  &c.  &c; 


Befide  the  above  mentioned  Water  and  Vapour  Baths,  . 
Medicated  with  various  Vegetables  and  Mineral  Subftan- 
ces, &c.  there  are  others,  which  altho’  not  often  wanted, 
have  been^ufed  by  the  Ancients,  and  alfo  by  me,  in  fome 
Complaints,  with  greater  Succefs  than  the  former;  and 
as  I never  apply  them  without  the  Patient’s  Content,  they 
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arc  fubmitted,  together  with  the  Expence  attending  each 
of  them,  to  his  Confideration. 

A Warm  Bath  of  Sweet  Oil  turned  irxto  a 

cream-like  Appearance,  wither  without  /,  s.  d. 
Spirit  - - - - - 34  oo 

Ditto  of  Sweet  Oil  - * - - 26  o o 

Ditto  half  of  Oil  and  Mucilage  - 1300 

Ditto  of  Virgin  Milk  made  with  Balfain  and 

Milk  - ^ r.  12  00 

Ditto  of  Milk  - - - - lino 

Ditto  of  Veal,  or  other  Broths,  from  3 to  5 Guineas 
There  are  alfo  fome  Vapour  Baths,  and 
SufFumigations,  made  only  with  the 
EfRuviaof  Liquid  Balfams,  andEfTen- 
ces,  from  - - ^ - 6 to  8 Guineas 


N,  B.  For  the  Accommodation  of  Perfons  in  middling 
Circumftances,  Tickets  are  delivered  for  the  following 
Sums;  which  are  to  be  had  at  the  Dodor’s  Houfe  in 
Panton-Square. 


A Twenty  Guinea  Ticket  admits  the  Pur- 
chafer  within  12  Months  — 

A Ten  Guinea  ditto  — — ^ 

A Five  Guinea  ditto  — ~- 


Times 


120 

50 

. 20 


The  Patients  are  likewife  to  provide  themfelves  with 

Woollen  and  Linen  Garments,  or  pay  Eighteen  Pence  each 
time. 


N.  B.  For  every  Confultation,  either  at  Home  or 
Abroad,  I exped  the  ufual  Fee  as  a Phyfician. 
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Caliiarium,  "Tepularium,  and  Frigtdarium, 

BATHS, 

The  firft  of  the  Kind  ever  Ere61:ed  in  E N G L A N Z>,' 
Are  now  opened  in  Panton- Square,  Hay-Market. 

At  the  Solicitation  of  many  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry, 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  I have  added,  con- 
tiguous to  my  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths,  the  faid  CALI- 
D ARIUM,  TEPIDARIUM,  and  FRIGIDARIUM,  of 
the  Ancient  Romans,  upon  an  improved  Plan ; in  the  Exe- 
cution of  which,  public  Utility,  Decency,  Convenience, 
and  Elegance  have  been  confidered. 

The  CA  LID  ARIUM,  is  a Water-Bath,  warmed  to  any 
Degree  of  Heat ; which  is  lo  contrived  as  in  a few  Minutes 
to  become  a TEPIDARIUM,  or  a Tepid  Bath,  colder,  if 
required,  by  Degrees,  or  almoft  fuddenly,  at  the  Pleafure  of 
thofe  who  bathe.  This  CALID ARIUM  is  fix  Feet  fix 
Inches  long,  four  wide,  and  three  deep ; adjoining  to  which, 
there  is  a very  elegant  FRIGIDARIUM,  or  Cold  Bath, 
twenty- two  Feet  long,  ten  wide,  and  from  fix  Feet  fix,  to 
four  Feet  deep;  furrounded  with  a Gallery  and  Rooms, 
for  the  Bathers  to  undrefs  and  drefs  themfelves  in.  The 
FRIGIDARIUM  may  be  ufed  either  alone,  or  after  the 
Perfons  have  gone  through  the  different  Degrees  of  Heat; 
-y/z.  from  hot  to  warm^  or  from  warm  to  tepidy  and  from 
up  'id  to  coldy  as  the  Nature  of  their  Diforders  and  Confti- 
tutions  require.  Many  Perfons,  who  cannot  beat;  the^ 
Shock  of  plunging  into  the  FRIGIDARIUM,  have  here 
the  Benefit  of  a Cold  Bath,  without  the  difagreeab)e  Sen- 
fetion  they  are  prepoffslTed  to  prod  uce. 


Its 
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Its  Ufe  Is  alfo  extended  to  many  Cafes,  where  the  com- 
mon Cold  Bathing  would  be  very  injurious,  becaufe  the 
CALIDARIUM,  by  enlarging  the  Diameter  of  the  Capil- 
lary Veflels,  will  draw  more  Blood  to  the  Circumference, 
and  leave  the  Trunk  of  the  Arteries  and  Veins  lefs  full ; by 
which  Means  Perfons  plunging  themfelves  into  the  FRI- 
GIDARIUMj  will  bear  without  Danger,  the  fudden  Re- 
tromotion  of  the  Fluids ; fo  that  thefe  Baths  may  be  ufed  at 
any  Seafon  of  the  Year, 

TERMS  of  ADMISSION  for  SUBSCRIBERS. 

T hofe  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  fubferibe  to  the  Fri- 
gidariumy  or  Cold  Bath,  are  to  pay  Four  Guineas  for  One 
Year;  Two  Guineas  and  an  Half  for  Half  a Year;  One 
Guinea  and  an  Half  for  a Quarter.  And  are  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  Oil  Silk  Caps,  and  Linen.  Thofe  who 
go  into  the  CaUdarlum  and  Tepidarium,  are  to  pay  Five 
Shillings  extra  each  Time.  Non  Subferibers  to  pay 
2S.  and  6d.  each  time  bathing  in  the  Cold  Bath. 

Cj'  The  Nobility  and  Gentry,  who  are  pleafed  to  honour 
thefe  Baths,  are  requefted  to  fend  their  Commands,  as  the 
Lift  of  Subferibers  will  be  limited  to  a certain  Number. 

N.  B.  The  Calidarium  and  Tepidarlumy  will  be  fupplied 
with  frefh  Water  to  every  one  who  bathe  : but  the  Frigid 
dariuTTiy  being  fo  extenfive,  and  Spring  Water  conftantly 
running  in  and  out  of  it,  will  be  emptied  only  once  a Day. 
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tion  of  perfpiration,  &c.  cafe,  and  cure  - - 118 

Fevers  - - - - - 8,  1 1,  12,  13,  14 
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Friction,  its  effeCts  - _ - 25,  26 
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Knowledge  neceffary  for  the  preparation  and  adniiniftra- 
tion  of  artificial  medicated  baths,  &c.  - 28,  29 

Machine  for  inward  applications  lately  invented  108 
Melancholy,  and  nervous  complaints  cafe,  and  cure 

i33>  134- 

Mercury,  hurtful  to  fcorbutic  perfons  - 43,  45,  46 

—its  effeCl  in  venereal  complaints 

100,  joi,  102, 105,  106,  107 
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Obftru£llons  and  pains,  to  remove 

15,  16,  18,  ig,  25,  26,  27,  28 
Pains  caufcd  by  mercurial  applications,  how  cured  107, 108 

Patients  who  lodge  in  the  houfe  are  much  eaficr  cured,  than 
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Sea  fait,  fea  bathing,  faline  effluvia;  fait  provifion,  cold  and 
moift  air,  reputed^to  be  the  principal  caufes  of  feurvy  in 
this  country  - - - 40,81,42,43,44 

Scropholous  complaint,  cafe  and  cure  - 129,130 

Swelling  of  a jeg  and  thigh  of  an  t^iormous  fize,  cafe  and 
.cure  - - - - - - - 121 

Terms  of  admiffion  - - - - - 138 

Time  for  ufing  my  operations  " * 35 

Venereal  difeafe,  differtation  upon  - - 100 

White  fwelling,  cafe  and  cure  - - _ I2g 
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In  order  to  render  inelfe(ftual  the  afperlions  of 
malignant  Critics  concerning  my  being  a re- 
gular, or  an  irregular  Phyiician,  1 thought 
proper  to  add  an  authentic  Copy  ot  my 


AUTHENTIC  COPY  and  TRANSLATION 
of  the  ORIGINAL  DIPLOMA,  &c.  of 
Dr.  RHOD.  DOMINICETI. 

In  CIIRISTI  NOMINE. 


Univerfis  et  finguUs  prefnis  hoc  publicum  Dodloratus 
Frivilegium  vifuris  U5iuris  et  Audituris,  Nos 
JoHANNRS  Bap.  agh\  Forolieuenfis Romanujque 

Fatricius,  ad  Anathomen  Ordin:  Jervato  jure  ac 
Titulo  Primarii  Profejfioris,  Inclytae  Natonis  Germa- 
nice  Protedlor^  Biclitique  Or  dims  D.  D.  Philo fophiae 
et  Medicinae  et  Profejforum  Au5loritate  Veneta ; 
Salutem  in  Eo^  qui  eji  omnium  vera  Salus- 

NTIQUA  ct  Praeclara  Univcrfitas  Patavina 


bonaruin  Littcratum  Mater  gloriofa,  et  Ar- 
tium  ac  Scientiarum  Parens  optima,  quse  clarifli- 
morum  profellbrum  fplcndore,  vetulliffimorum 
Studiorum  Audtoritatc,  et  fidercis  Dodrin«  et  Vir- 
tutum  omnium  monumentis  non  modo  per  Italiam, 
fed  per  totiam  etiam  F.uropam,  et  ubique  Gentium 
inter  Academias  Principatum  obtinet,  Eos  dun- 
taxat  ad  fnmmum  Dodtoratus  gradum,  ct  Magelferi 


Diploma. 


( ii  ) 

Dignitatem,  quo  coeterls  homlnum  gencribus  pre- 
feriintur  cvehere  et  extollere  confuevit,  quos  vlrtu- 
tum  ^ vcellentia,  mcritorum  copla,  diuturna  fludia, 
previllges  labores,  tandem  etiam  examinis  rigorofi 
Certamen  Laurea  Academica,  et  Dodroratus  corona 
dignos  exhibuerint.  v^lquum  enim  et  rationi  con- 
fentaneuni  Majoribus  noftris  vitiim  Temper  Tult  Un- 
iimquemque  pro  merltis  digna  praemia  ferre,  nc- 
mlnique  ad  honorum  faftigia,  nifi  per  Laboriim 
certamina,  et  virtutum  aditum  patefacere.  Prop- 
tereajure  opimo  fandtitiim  eft,  ut  qui  libcralibus 
Artibus  Philofophite  et  Medicine  omncm  fuain 
operam,  et  aftidua,  ftudia  impcndcrenr,  ii  maximis 
laudibus  ac  fnmmis  honoribus,  iequllftmis  fcllicec 
Virtutis  prsemiis  afficcrentur,  quatenus  eorum  Ex- 
xmplo  Socii  et  pofteri  ad  capeftendam  virtutis,  et 
induftriae  lemitam  laudum  ct  honoium  ft.muiis  ac 
defiderlo  accenderentuv;  Ipfiquc  in  via  probitatis, 
fiducise,  decoris  atque  gloria  confirmarcntur* 

SiGNurECAMUs  Itaquc  vobis,  dcclaramus,  et 
harum  litteratum  tenore  fldem  facimus  et  attefta- 
nmr,  qualiter  die  infrafcripta  datarum  prefentium. 
Nos  PtcEfes  antediiftns  audloritate  Veneta  juxta  an- 
tiquum ct  approbatam  confuetudinern,  ac  prlvile- 
gia  AlmiE  Univerfitatis  Patavin^  quibis  fungimur 
in  hac  parte  Tub  Rcgimine  Illuftriftimi  ct  Sapientifs. 

D.  Angei.i  ScHiAVKTTi  Canoiiici  de  Monte  Sili- 
cis  Bergomas  ad  Mctaphyficam  Publici  Profeftbris, 
Alniiequc  Univerfiratis  I).  D.  Artiftarum  ejurdcin 
Academic  Pro-Rc(ftor  ac  Syndic!  Dignits.  Qua- 
liter iaquam,  per  venerabllem  Conccliiim  Excel- 
lentiftimorum  Dodlorum  et  Profeftbrum  in  prcefata 
Academia,  Nobibs  D.  Khodomons  Dominiceti, 
filius  D.  Bartholoma:!  oriundns  Viennenfis  adduc- 
lus  eft  ad  nos  cum  uberrimis  Teftimoniis  Ingenui- 
tatls  et  probitatis  fuis,  nec  non  diuturni  ftudiorum 

currlcull 


curriculi  in  artlbus  Liberalibus,  ct  Difcipllnis  Phi- 
.lofophics  et  Medicinalibus,  et  cum  certiffimis  Do- 
cumentis  laborum,  vigiliaruin  ec  exercitationuni 
per  idoneum  annorum  niimerum  concinuatorum, 
cpiem  a promotoribus  fuis  de  meliori  nota  Nobis 
commendatum  cc  oblatum  ad  fubeundum  fuum 
ultimum  Examen  Dodrinre  More  Ncrbilum  pimdis 
ci  in  philoibphia  et  Medicina  hefterna  D;e  forte, 
edudis,  ct  pro  more  hujus  Academire  eidem  afiip-, 
natis  hodie  diligenter  examinari  coram  nobi!^,  at- 
que  cxcuti  curavimus:  Ipfe  autem  locis  perfe- 

quendis,  argumentis  tradandis,  qiiedionibus  et 
oppofirionibus  dare  folvendis,  in  omni  denique  fui 
periclitatione  tarn  egregie,  prudenter^  dod:c,  lauda- 
biliter,  excellenter,  ac  Dodoreo  More  le  gdlit,  et 
talem  vigorem  ingenii,  et  tantam  oilendit  vim  Me- 
moriae, Dodrinfe,  Facundite  coeternmqiie  Rernm 
qute  in  Confummatiffimo  Philofophi:^  et  Medicine 
Dodore  requiri  folcnt,  ut  Magnarn  fui  Expeda- 
tionem  quam  apud  omnci,  jam  pridem  mcrito  con- 
citaverat,  non  folum  fuftinuerit,  fed  etiam  longif- 
fime  fuperaverir.  Quamobrem  ad  excellentiffimis 
inclyti  ordinis  prtcfati  Dodoribus  et  publicis  Fro- 
feflbribus  Unanimiter  et  concorditer,  Cundifque 
Suffragiis,  ac  corum  NepvIine  Penitfs  atque  Pe- 
Nirus  Penitusque  difcrepante  aut  diffentientc  nec 
imefitante  quidem  idoncus  aptillimus  ac  fufficientif- 
hmiis  Philofophus  ct  Medicus  fuerit  judicacatus, 
ac  merito  qliidern  approbatiis,  ficiit  ex  eorum  om- 
nium et  fingulorom  fulfragiis  lecreto  in  Scrutinio 
Nobis  porrcdis  evidenter  conilitit.  Nos  itaque  an- 
tiqiiam  fequentes  confuetudinem  ac  fententiam  Fri- 
vilegioruni  Patavinte  Academite  (habita  Ratione 
Scientite,  Eloqiientice,  Petite,  Facultatis  interpre-* 
tandi,  metbodi  curandi,  and  aliarum  virtutum  ac 
iiiprum  ejufdem^  quorum  omnium  certidimum  fpe- 
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( iv  ) 

men  fxploratus  rt  pertentatus  dedit)  deconfillpct 
fententia  omnium  excellentiffimorum  prsedidti  Ve- 
nerandi  Concefllis  Dodlorum  et  Patrum  pr^fen- 
tium,  et  hoc  ipfum  poftulantium  pro  Tribunal! 

Icdentes,  Eumdem  Nobilem  Dominum  Rhodo- 
montem  Dominiceti  virum  dodtiflimum  atque  ita 
univerfis  naturae  artifque  dotibus  ornatum,  iit  nihil 
ampHus  et  deefle  videatur,  Doctorem  Philofo- 
phi^  et  Medicinae.  In  Dei  No'vIine  approbavimiis 
et  approbatum  effe  volumus;  pronunciantes.et  de- 
clarantes  eum  effe  optime  habilcm  idoneum  ac  dig- 
num  officio  muncre  dignitate  ct  honore  Dodtoratus 
in  Philofophia  et  Medicina,  Ipfumc]ue  condnuo 
Philofophi;^  et  Medicinse  Dodtorem  publice  et  Ib- 
Icmniter  fecimus  et  creavimns"  ac  per  praefentes 
litteras  facimus  et  creamus;  tribuentes  ei  tanquam 
vere  idoneo  ac  optime  meriro,  et  hac  promotione 
honorifque  apice  digniffimc,  liberam  et  plenariam 
proteftatcm  Cathcdram  Magiftralem  afcendendi 
atque  infignia  Dodlorariis  a Promotoribus  fuis  pe- 
tcndi  et  recipiendi : Iphfque  prom.otoribus  illani 

cidcm  impertiendi  liberam  facultatcm  ut  impofte-  ^ 

rum  libeie  ac  plcnaric,  publice  ct  privatim  in  qui-  j 

burcumque  philofophicis  et  medicinalibus  difcipli- 
nis  hie  ct  ubiqiie  in  toto  orbe  terrarum  legere,  rc- 
percre,  confulerc,  difputare,  queftiones  terminate,  f 

controverfias  decidere,  et  pradlicare  poffit,  atque  | 

earum  lingulas  partes  aut  univerfas  profitcri,  do-  | 

cere,  gloffirre,  interpretari,  et  commentari,  omnem- 
que  Philofophiam  et  medicinam  facere,  fcholas  re-  I 

gere,  haccalaureos  indituere,  omniburque  et  lingulis  J 

uti  fruti  et  gaudere  privilegiis,  prerogativis,  exemp-  1 

tionibus,  immunitatibus,  libertatibus,  conceffioni- 
bus,  honoribus,  favoribus,  praeeminentiis,  beneficlis,  1 

gratis  ac  induUis,  aids  quibufcumque,  quocumqiie  j 

Domine  cenfeantus,  qiiibus  alii  Dodlores  Almce  Pa-  i 

rilienfis, 


C V ) 

rifienfis,  Salmaticenfis,  Paplenfis  et  Bononienfi  s 
Academise  ex  quibulcumque  ecclefiadicis  vel  teni- 
poralibus  conceffionibus  aut  indultis  gaudent  et 
iituntiir,  vel  iiti  et  gaudere  poffunt  ac  poternnt 
quomodobilet  in  fuanum,  juxta  Formam  Privile- 
giorum  Almse  Univcrtatis  noftrgs  Patavinte  anti- 
quitus  et  abfolute  conceflbrum.  Quibiis  ita  gePis, 
ct  declaratis  ut  lupra,  perilluftris  et  excellentiffimiis 
Philofophice  et  Medicine  Dodlor  D.  Homoeonus 
pisoNus  Cremonenlis,  ad  Inftitutioncs  Medicas  pub- 
llcus  Profeffor  et  Promotor,  ejufdena  in  Philofo- 
phias  et  Medicinse,  pro  feipfco  ac  alliis  perilluPri- 
bus  ct  Excellentiffimis  Philofophias  et  Medicinse 
dodtoribus,  videiicefD.  Leopoldo  Maeco  Antonio 
Caldanio  Bononienfe  ad  Theoricam  Ordin.  Medic, 
jure  ac  titulo  primarii  ProfefToris  D.  Jacobo  de 
ScovoLO  Brixiano  ad  Pradtic.  Ordin.  Medic,  jure  ac 
titulo  primarii  Profefforis.  R.  P.  D.  Jo.  Alberto 
Colombo  Veneto,  Abb.  Cafinenfe  ad  Philoib- 
phiam  Ordin.  et  ad  Phyficam  Experimentalem 
jure  ac  titulo  primarii  Profefforis.  D.  Jo.  a Bona, 
Veronenfc  ad  pradbicam  Ordincm  Medic,  in  Nofo- 
comio  jure  ac  titulo  primarii  Profefforis.  D An- 
tonio PiMBioLo  de  Engelfridi  P.  P.  Medic.  Theor. 
D.  Jgsepho  BertossIo  Utinenfe  ad  pradlic.  Ordin. 
Medic.  R.  D.  Josepko  Toaldo  Vicctino  ad  Ledt. 
APronomi<e,  Gcographise  et  Metheororum  omni- 
bus jHiblice  legentibus  memoratum  virum  per  fuam 
luculentiffimam  orationem  petentem  et  aceeptan- 
tem  confuetis  infignibus  ac  ornamc  nt’s  Dodforalibus 
ibidem  decoravit  folemniter  et  publice  infignivit 
rribuitque,  Eidem  Philofophice  et  Medie.  Libros 
})rimo  claufos,  mox  et  apertos,  annulumque  aureum 
digito  infills  indidit,  ac  Birretuin  Dodforale  pro 
Eaiirea  Corona  capiti  ejus  impofui,  jvacifque  ofcii- 
lum  eidem  exhibuit,  cum  magiftrali  Bcnedidlione 

SIC 
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SIC  itaqiie  fumma  cum  laiide  ct  hondre  Ingenti 

Nobilis  et  Exccllcntiffimus  D.  Rmodomons  Domi* 

NiCETi  ad  fummum  Dodoratus  apicem  Philol'o- 

phi^e  ct  Medicime,  Deo  Favente  pcrvenit.  In 

Quorum  omnium  ct  Fngalorum  fuprafcriptoruin 

fidem  ac  teftimoniiim  has  noilras  patentes  Frivilegii 

Littctas  manu  noftra  lubfcriptas,  et  figillis  S*  Marci 

Vcneti,  Almmque  Univcrfitatis  D.  D.  Artiftariim 

corroboratas  Chirographo  etiam  Cancellarii  ejuf- 

dem  Univcrfitatis  juffimiis  communiri.  Actum  et 

datum  Padux  in  loco  folito  ll.xaminum  Academiic 

Patavince  Anno  a Chriili  nativitate  m,dcc,lxx  : in- 

didtione  HI.  die  veto  Sabba;ti  XX!I.  meniis  Sep- 

tcmbris,  principatus  autem  ScrenifFimi  Prin-^ipis 

Noliri  D.  D.  Jo.  Aloysif  Mocenico  Ducis  D.  D. 

Venetorum  Anno  VI H.  Pnefcntibus  ibidem  D. 

/ 

AndRea  Luoietta  Bidelloj  ct  D.  Antonio  Zeissel 
Nuntio  Angufti  Collcgii  Vcneti,  et  aliis  qiiamphi- 
rhnis  diverfarum  Nationiim  Teibibus  ad  Praemiffa 
, vocatis  ct  rogatus* 

L.  D.  O.  M. 

J.  B.  Morgaonus,  Pra}fes. 

ANGELUsScHiAVETTgCa'n.Pro-RecborctSvndiciis, 
lloMONOBUs  PisoNUSj  P.  P.  Pi'omotor  Loco,  &c. 

( L.  S.  ) { L.  S.  ) ( L.  S.  ) 

(^Impcrialis.^  (^Sli  hlarcu')  Patvimc^') 

Ego  XIattheus  Giro,  Dr.  Filius  Sandl  Ven.  Audi. 
Pub.  Pat,  Not.  ac  Aug.  Collegii  Vcneti  ex  Ex. 
D.  D.  Philofophim  ac  Medicinal  Dodb.  Proi'.  hii- 
jufee  CelcbcrrimFE  Patav.  Academix*  Cancellarius, 
Ibpradidbi  Nobilis  Dom  RhodoiMontts  Domini- 
cETi  filii  Nobilis  Bartholommi  oriiindi  Viennenfis 
in  Philofophiac  ac  Mcdicina,  nemine  penitus  atque 

, penitns 
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pcmtus  diffentientc,  more  Nobllum,  sipprobati 
pr^efens  privilegiam  fublcripfi. 

A.  L.  D.  O.  M. 

Petrus  Cavignato 

Pro  Cancellario  Almce  Univerfitatis  fcripfit. 

Nol  Simon  Cav/^lli,  per  la  Sercniffima  Repub- 
lica  di  Venezia  Miniftro  Rclidente  appo  S.  M. 
Britannica.  Atieftiamo  qualmente  le  Firme  con  Ic 
quail  e authenticato  il  prefente  Diploma  fono  legi 
time,  e che  perb  fi  pub  preftarvi  intiera  fcde,  come 
incieramentc  ai  ligilli.  Londra,  Aprile  i8,  1779* 

S.  CAVALLIj  Miniftero  Rclidente  Veneto 

r L.  S,  ) 

(Sti  Marci.) 


In  the  Name  of  Christ.  Amen! 


'To  all  to  whom  this  public  Privilege  of  DoBorJJoip  Cuall 
come'.  IVE,  John  Haptijl  Morgagni,  of  Friuli,  Noble 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  firji  Prcfejfor  of  /Inatomy  for 
Life,  Prote/Hor  of  the  renowned  German  Nation,  ana 
hy  the  Authority  of  the  m Jl  ftrene  Repubdck  of  Venice, 
Prefident  of  the  excellent  Order  of  Doctors  and  Pro- 
Jeffers  of  Phyfick  and  Philofophy  •,  Health,  thiougb 
l liM,  who  is  the  true  Health  of  all. 


venerable  and  celebrated  Univerlity  of 
Padua,  the  illulirious  Mother  of  found  I dte- 
racure,  and  excellent  Parent  of  Ai'ts  and  Sciences ; 


and 


( Vm  ) 

and  ivho,  by  the  luidrc  of  her  famous  profefTprs, 
by  the  authority  of  ancient  dudies,  and  by  the  mod: 
fplendid  monuments  of  learning  and  every  virtue, 
acquireth  pre-eminence  amidft  the  academies,  not 
of  Italy  alone,  but  of  all  Europe,  and  throughout 
the  world;  hath  ever  been  accuftomed  to  exalt 
thofe  to  the  fupreme  degree  of  Dovdorlhip  and  ma- 
giiterial  dignity,  who  diftinguifli  themfelves  from 
other  orders  of  men;  and  whom  their  hngular  en- 
dowments, ample  delerts,  affiduous  {Indies,  and  the 
ultimate  tcil  of  a ftridf  examination,  have  demon- 
ftratc-d  to  be  worthy  of  academick  laurels,  and  the 
honour  of  a Do£loi’s  degree:  Bec^xuse  it  always 
appeared  to  our  anceftors  rcafonable  and  juft,  that 
every  man  Ihoukl  obtain  the  rewards  luitable  to  his 

j 

merits,  and  that  none  {Ixould  arrive  at  the  fummit 
of  honours,  until  he  had  hril  cleared  and  opened 
his  way  to  them,  by  the  ilrenuous  exertions  of  di- 
ligence and  virtue. 

It  hath  therefore  on  the  faired  Grounds  been  de- 
termined, that  they  who  have  employed  their  ftu- 
dious  and  bed  endeavours  for  the  attainment  of  the 
liberal  arts  of  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  diould  be 
remunerated  with  full  approbation  and  the  highed 
honours,  as  the  due  enrouragement  of  virtue;  there- 
by to  excite  their  compeers  and  future  generations 
to  the  induftrious  purfuit  of  like  accomplifhments ; 
to  enkindle  in  them  a dtdre  of  dmilar  honour  and 
applaufe;  and  fo  confirm  them  in  the  generous 
paths  of  integrity  and  virtuous  fame. 

We  accordingly,  (as  Prefid-nt  as  aforefaid,  by 
the  authority  of  the  Senate  of  Venice,  agreeable 
to  the  ancient  and  approved  cudom  and  privilege 
of  the  faid  venerable  Univerdty  of  Padua,  w^hich 
in  this  didridt  we  excrcife  under  the  fandtion  of  the 
illudrious  and  fjgc  Angelo  Schiavetti,  Canon  of 

Monnt 

I 
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Mount  Sicills  of  Bergamo,  publick  Profcflbr  of 
Metaphyfics;  Pro-Redtor  and  Syndick  of  the  Maf- 
ters  of  Arts  of  the  laid  Umverfity :)  do  by  thcfe 
prcfents  faithfully  teftify  and  declare  unto  you. 
That  on  the  day  ot  the  date  hereunder  written, 
Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  fon  of  Dodlor  Bar- 
tholomew, a detcendant  of  Vienna,  was  properly 
introduced  to  us,  with  the  moft  ample  tdtimonies 
of  his  ingenuity,  probity,  and  conftant  attention  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  Liberal  Arts,  and  culture  of  Phi- 
lofophy  and  Phyfick-,  together  with  authcntick 
evidences  of  his  labours,  alllduity  and  cxercifes, 
during  the  proper  number  of  years:  and  was  a!fo 
by  his  Promoters,  men  of  the  higheft  eftimation, 
recommended  to  us ; and  having  offered  himlelf 
for  his  lafl:  examination  in  learning,  after  the  man- 
ner of  our  Nobility,  upon  certain  points  yefterday 
drawn  out  by  lor,  in  Philolbphy  and  Phyfick,  and 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  laid  Academy,  this 
day  faithfully  propofed  to  him:  We  have  there- 

fore taken  due  care  to  examine  and  prove  him  be- 
fore us;  and  find,  that  in  his  method  of  difcuflion 
and  argument,  his  clear  Iblution  of  the  queftions 
and  objc(5tions  raifed  from  cafes  for  his  explanation 
and  propounded  for  his  treatment  of  them;  and 
moreover  in  every  trial  of  his  ability,  he  did  fo  well 
and  laudably,  fo  fully  and  fcientincally  demean 
himfelf,  as  to  difplay  that  Ifrengch  of  genius,  pow- 
er of  memory,  learning,  elocution  and  other  quali- 
ties which  are  invariably  requifite  in  a compleat 
Doflor  of  Phylofophy  and  Phyfick-,  and  nor  only 
CO  anfvver,  but  greatly  to  exceed  the  high  and  ge- 
neral expectations,  wl.ich  lie  had  long  fince  de* 
fervedly  excited.  Wherefore,  by  the  very  excel- 
lent DoClors  and  publick  Profelfors  'of  the  afore- 
mentioned celebrated  order,  it  unanimoufly  ad- 
judged 


( ^ ) 


judged  and  approved,  and  fo  by  full  evidence  it< 
appears  to  "us.  That  the  candidate  is  a very  fir, 
proper,  and  well-inticlcd  proficient  in  Phvloibphy 
and' Phyfick:  and  hereupon,  following  the  ancient 

cuHom  and  rule  of  privileges  in  the  Academy  of 
Padua,  with  the  advice  and  approbation,  and  at  the 
requdl  of  the  aforefaid  celebrated  Dodors  and 
Fathers,  preient  in  council  for  that  purpofe:  We 
do  hereby,  In  the  Name  of  God,  approve  the  faid 
Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  and  ailo  vvill  him  to  be 
lo  approved,  as  a man  of  ibund  erudition,  endowed 
by  nature,  and  adorned  by  art,  with  tfiole  gifts 
which  worthily  render  him  a doftor  in  Philolophy 
and  Phyfick  J .Granting  unto  him,  a full  and  free 
power  to  afeend  the  Magiflral  Chair;  to  demand 
and  receive  from  his  Promotn<;,  an  unlimited 
power  and  faculty  in  future,  freely  and  fully,  in 
publick  and  in  private,  to  read,  conlulr,  and  dif- 
pute;  to  jolve queltions,  decide  controverfies,  and 
to  practice  in  every  branch  of  philoiophical  and 
medical  fcience,  both  here  and  every  were  elfc 
throughout  the  world;  and  to  profd's,  teach,  in- 
terpret and  explain  all  and  every  part  of  them  ; to 
afiUt  or  prefide  in  fchools,  to  inftitute  bachelors,  and 
to  ule  and  enjoy  in  the  ampieft  manner,  all  and  every 
the  privileges,  prerogative?,'  immunities,  honours, 
emoluments,  and  indulgences,  which  other  Doctors 
of  the  refpeflable  Academies  at  Paris,  Suabia, 
Pavia,  and  Bologna,  by  what  grants  or  indul- 
gences foever,  now  do,  or  hereafter  can  enjoy,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  privileges  of  our  venerable 
riniverfity  of  Padua:  In  conseqttence  whereof, 
the  illuftnous  D.  Homobonus  Pifonus,  of  Cremt;- 
na,  Ijoctor  of  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  publick 
Profefibr  of  Medical  Inltitucions,  and  Promoter  in 
Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  on  behalf  of  himfdf  and 

of 
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of  othet  excellent  Doctors  In  the  fame  fciences; 
(that  is  to  fay,  D.  Leopold  Mark  Anthony  Calda* 
nio,  of  Bologna,  firft  Theorctick  Profcffor  of  the 
College  of  Phyflcians;  D.  Jacob  de  Scovolo,  of 
Brefcia,  firft  Profeflbr  of  Pradtical  Phyiick;  the 
Reverend  Father  D.  John  Alberto  Columbo  Ve- 
neto.  Abbot  of  Cafinum,  and  firft  Profeflbr  of  ex- 
perimental Philofophy  and  Natural  Hiftory  D. 
John  a Bona  Veronefe,  firfl:  Profeflbr  of  PradHcal 
Phyfick,  in  the  Hofpital  of  Verona;  D.  Anth')ny 
Pimbiolo  de  Engelfridi,  flrfl;  I’heoretical  Profef- 
for  of  Phyfick;  D.  Jofeph  Bertoffi,  Member  of  the 
College  of  Pradtical  Phvficians  at  Udine;  and  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Jofeph  Toaldo,  of  Vicentia  Lec- 
turer in  Aftronomy,  (jeography,  and  Meteofo- 
logy  ;)  hath  declared  the  candidate  to  be  accepted, 
upon  his  Petition  for  that  purpofe  preferred;  and 
hath  folemnly  indued  him  with  the  accuftomed 
dodlorial  enfigns  and  ornaments:  prelenting  him 
with  books  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  firfl  flrut 
and  then  opened;  putting  a golden  ring  upon  flris 
finger;  inverting  him  with  a Dodfor’s  Cap,  in  lieu 
of  a Crown  of  Laurels,  and  granting  him  a kifs  of 
peace,  together  with  the  Magiftral  benedidtion. 
Thus,  with  high  approbation  and  honour,  did  the 
aforefaid  P^hodomonte  Dominiceti,  by  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  arrive  at  the  eminent  degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Philofophy  and  Xfliyfick : In  witness 

WHEREOF  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  i.etters  Patent 
of  Privilege,  figned  with  our  own  liand,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  ^eals  of  St.  Mark  of  Venice,  and  of 
this  venerable  Univerfity,  to  be  exemplified  under 
the  hand  writing  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  fame 
Univerfity.  Done  at  Padua,  in  the  Common  Ex- 
amination Hall  of  the  Academy,  in  the  3d  Indic- 
tion, on  Saturday,  tire  22b  day  of  September,  in 


the  8th  3^ear,  of  our  mofl  ferene  Prince,  Jo.  Aloy- 
iius  Moccnicus  Doge  of  Venice,  and  in  the  year  oif 
our  Lord,  1770. 

Present,  D.  Andrew  Lnchetta,  Clerk;  D.  An- 
thony Zeilfel,  MedVnger  of  the  Auguif  College  of 
Venice,  and  many  others  of  divers  nations,  called 
on  and  requefled  to  be  witneffes  of  the  above. 

Glory  b?  to  GOD  alone! 

y.  B Morgagniust  Pr^hdent, 

Jnglin  Schiavettiy  Canon,  Pro  Red'or  and  Syndick 

Hcmcncbus  Fifonusy  P.  P.  rromotor,  See. 

( L.  5 ; ( L.  S ) {L.  S.  ) 

{^Imperialist  (StiMarci)  Patavin^.) 

J.  Matthew  Giro,  8zc.  Prothonotary  and  Chan- 
cellor of  the  celebrated  Academy  of  Patlua,  have 
fubferibed  the  prefent  privilege,  granted  to  the 
above-mentioned  JUiodomonte  Dominiceti,  fon 
of  Bartholomew,  a defeendant  ot  Vienna,  ap-r 
proved  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  with  full, 
unanimous  aillnt,  and  according  to  the  manner  of 
our  nobility. 

Petrus  Cavignato 

Pro  Cancellario  Alnice  Univerfitatis  Scripfic 

We  Simon  Cavat.li,  for  the  luofl  Serene  Repub- 
lick  of  Venice,  Miniher  Rchdent  at  the  Court  of 
his  Britannick  Majcfty,  do  certify,  that  the  names 
with  which  this  prelcnt  Diploma  is  niirhcnticated, 
arc  genuine;  and  ought  to  have  fall  credit  given 
to  them  as  well  as  to  the  feals  fubhxcd  thereto. 

Lomt)  'K,  y^pril  iS,  1779. 

S.  CAV'ALLI,  Minifter  Refidcnt  of  Venice 

( L.  S.  ) 

(S/i  Marci) 
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Ex  Voluntatc  et  Decreto  Sereniffirni  Principis, 
Exeelfique  Senatus  Veneti,  nobis  clcmen- 
tiffime  conceflb. 

NATIO  Allemanna  D.  D.  Artiftarum  Cdeber- 
rimi  Patavini  Gymnafii.  Univerlis  ec  Singu- 
lis bdcm  facimus,  ec  atteftamur,  prefentem  hunc 
Nobilem  Dominum  Rhodomontem  Dominmceti, 
Viennel'em  ftudiofum  Scholatem  eflc:  noftrss  Na- 
tionis,  Icriptumque  in  Noftra  Matricula ; Idcvoque 
gaudcrc  debec  omnibus  Privilegiis  et  Scholafticis 
Iminunitaribus.  In  quorum  Fidem  has  noftras 
Literas  coni'ueto  nationis  noftrs  .Sigillo  comniuniri 
julTimus.  Dar.  Paravii,  Anno  Domini  1770,  Die 
iS  Menfis  Septsmbri. 

Johannes  MariliuSy  P.  P.  Nationis  Com-Proced:or. 

( L.  S.  ) ( L.S.  ) { L S.)  „ 

( Imperalis.  ) ( Sti.  Marci  ) \J).  Ventiarum)  ' 

To  ALL  TO  WHOM  tfiefe  prefents  (hall  con’iS  i We, 
thr  Gcrrr,an  Nadon,  Mailers  of  Arts  of  the  very- 
celebrated  Academy  ot  Padua,  by  the  authority 
and  decree  of  his  mod  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince, 
and  of  the  moil  excellent  Senate  of  Venice,  gra- 
cioufiy  delegated  to  us ; do  hereby  tellify  and  de- 
clare, That  R II  o D o M o X T E D o w i x i c e t r,  of 
VivTina,  now  prefent  b-ctore  us,  is  a (ludent  of  our 
nation,  enrolled  in  our  book  of  Matriculation;  and 
as  fuch,  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  privi- 
lege and  fcholaftic  imnuinitv.  In  witness  whereof, 
we  have  ordered  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patent, 

under 
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under  the  common  feal  of  onr  nation.  Dated  at 
Padua, this  1 8th  Day  of  September,  1779. 

John  Marftgh,  P.  P.  Sub-Pioicdor  of  the  Nation. 

Z.  S, 


Noi  Simon  Cavalli,  per  la  Sercni/Tima  Repub- 
• lica  di  Vcncza  MiniiVro  Refidente  apprcflo  S.  M. 
Britannica,  atteftiamo  qualmente  Ic  brme,  c figilH 
appofitb  nel  prefcnte  Certificnro  lono  legitime,  e 
vcri,  e die  percio  fi  puo  preftarvi  inticra  fede. 
Londra,  18  Aprile,  1779. 

S.  Cavalli,  Miniftro  Refidente  Vcneto. 

( L.  S.  ) 

(Sti  Marci.) 

WE  Simon  Cavalli,  for  the  mcft  Serene  Re- 
piiblick  of  Venice,  Minifter  Refident  at  the  Court 
of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  Do  certify,  that  the 
Names  arid  Seals  affixed  to  this  prefent  certificate 
are  genuine  and  authentic,  and  ought  to  have  full 
credit  given  to  them.  London,  April  18,  1779. 

S.  Cavalli,  Minifter  Refident  of  Venice 

( L.  S.  ) i 

Marci.) 


I Joseph  Cortissos,  Notary  Publick,  dwelling 
and  pradlifing  in  this  city  of  London,  by  Pv.oyal  Au- 
thority, duly  admitted  and  fworn,  do  certify  end 
atteff,  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  at  the  requeft 
of  Do6lor  Rhodomontc  Dominiceti,  Dodor  in  Phy- 
fic,  and  fon  of  dedfor  Bartholomev/  Dominiceti,  of 
Chciiea,  alio  Dodfor  in  Pliyhck,  went  to  his  Ex- 
cellency 
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cellency  Count  Cavalli,  Minlfter  Refident  at  this 
Court,  from  the  moft  Serene  Rcpublick  of  Venice, 
and  produced  to  him  the  original  Diploma  from 
the  Univerfiry  of  Padua,  and  alfo  an  Adf  of  Matri- 
culation of  the  German  Nation,  Mailers  of  Arts  of 
the  Academy  of  Padua.  By  the  laid  Diploma 
creating,  approving,  and  appointing  the  faid  Rho- 
domcnte  Dominiceti,  from  thenceforth  a Doftor  in 
Philofophy  and  Phylic,  and  by  the  faid  Act  of  Ma- 
triculation, a fludent  of  the  German  Nation,  and 
as  fuch  inrolled  in  their  Book  of  Matriculation, 
which  the  faid  Diploma,  and  the  Adt  of  Matricu- 
lation, together  with  an  attcilation  to  each  of  them, 
of  the  hand  writins;  and  iignature  of  his  faid  Excel- 
lency  Count  Cavalli,  impreiled  with  the  Public 
Seal  of  his  Embaify  are  hereunto  annexed,  and  I 
do  further  certify,  that  upon  my  producing  the 
fame  to  his  Excellency,  he  acknowledged  and  de- 
clared to  me,  the  faid  Notary,  that  the  faid  attefla- 
tions  and  fignatures  was,  and  were  of  his  own  hand- 
writing. In  witnefs  thereof  I have  granted  thefc 
prefents,  under  my  Notarial  Firm  and  Seal  of  Office 
to  lerve  and  avail  as  occafion  (hall,  or  may  require. 
— London,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  Auguft,  One 
Thoufand,  Seven  Hundred,  and  Seventy  Nine. — 

In  d'eflimonium  Veritati.s ; 

JOSEPH  CORTISSOS,  Notary  Public. 

L.  S. 

Univerfis  et  fingiilis  ad  quos  prefentes  Literm 
pervenerint  Samuel  Plumbe,  Deminus  Major,  ac 
Senatores  Civitalis  Lonjini  Sahitm.  Notum  tcfla- 
tumque  facimus  Jorepluim  Comffios  qui  inflru-  , 
menCLim  prmfcriptum  fjgnabit  Notarium  ec  Tabel- 
lionem  effe  Publicum  fiJdem  et  legalem,  debito 
juris  ordii7e  per  Begalem  Author.taccm  admiiTum 

atque 
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atquc  juratiim  Quodque  actis  inPirumcniis,  seliif-* 
que  fcnpturis  ab  eo  fignatis  ec  figillatis,  plena  ct 
inciubicata  fides  adhibcatur  ad  adhiberi  debeat  in 
curia  ec  extra. 

( L.  S.  ) In  eujiis  Teftimoninum  (i- 
( Officii  Majorati  ) gillum  Officis  Majoratus 

( Civil atisLondini  ) d;6las  Civitatis  prsefenti- 

bus  apponi  fecimus  Da- 
tum Londini  decimo  oc- 
' tavo  die  Mcnfis  Augufti 

Anno  Domini  milkfTimo 
feptingcntiffimo  leptuage- 
fimo  nono. 

: - BEACH. 
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